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INTRODUCTION: A TIMELESS
CALL TO KNOW THE DIVINE

In a world brimming with noise,
distractions, and shallow spirituality, few
books have cut through the clutter with
the precision and depth of J. I. Packer's
classic, Knowing God. First published in
1973, this theological masterpiece has
guided millions of readers into a deeper,
more personal understanding of the
Creator. The phrase "Knowing God by Ji

Packer" is not just a book title; it
represents a paradigm shift from mere
religious activity to a vibrant, relational
encounter with the living God. Packer's
central thesis is simple yet profound:
knowing God is not about accumulating
information, but about entering into a
transformative relationship. This article
explores the enduring significance of this
work, its core themes, and why it
remains essential reading for anyone
seeking a genuine faith.

Packer wrote during a time when
Christianity in the West was increasingly
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polarized between cold intellectualism
and emotional experientialism. He
offered a third way: a robust, biblical
intellect set on fire by love. The result is
a book that speaks to both the mind and
the heart. Understanding "Knowing God
by Ji Packer" means grasping that
theology is meant to be lived, not just
studied. This article will unpack the
major themes of the book, explore its
impact on Christian spirituality, and
explain how you can apply its wisdom to
your own life today.

THE GENESIS OF "KNOWING
GOD"

J. I. Packer, a British theologian and
Anglican priest, wrote Knowing God out
of a deep pastoral concern. He noticed
that many Christians were content with a

superficial understanding of their faith.
They knew about God, but they did not
truly know Him. Packer set out to correct
this by offering a systematic yet deeply
devotional exploration of God's
attributes and character.

The book originated from a series of
articles published in a Christian
magazine. Recognizing the hunger for
substantive teaching, Packer expanded
these articles into a full-length volume.
The result was a work that combined
theological rigor with accessible
language. It is no exaggeration to say
that "Knowing God by Ji Packer" became
a catalyst for a renewal of interest in
Reformed theology and personal piety.
Its enduring popularity is a testament to
its timeless message: that the highest
calling of every human being is to know
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and enjoy God forever.

The Structure of
the Book

Packer organized Knowing God into
three main sections. The first part
addresses the basics of knowing God,
including the importance of studying His
character. The second and most
substantial section delves into the
attributes of God—His wisdom, power,
holiness, love, grace, and wrath. The
final section deals with the practical
implications of knowing God, including
adoption, guidance, and the assurance
of salvation.

This structure is not accidental. Packer

understood that a proper understanding
of who God is leads directly to a
transformed life. The book moves
seamlessly from doctrine to duty, from
theology to practice. This is why the
concept of "Knowing God by Ji Packer"
has resonated so powerfully across
denominations. It is a book that feeds
the intellect while igniting the soul.

CORE THEMES IN "KNOWING
GOD"

Several key themes run throughout the
book. Each one offers profound insight
into the nature of God and the believer's
relationship with Him.



The Study of God
IS a Delight

Packer begins by challenging the notion
that theology is dry or academic. He
writes that the study of God is the most
practical and joyous pursuit a person can
undertake. He famously states,
"Ilgnorance of God is a greater problem
than ignorance of anything else." Packer
argues that knowing God is the key to
everything else in life, including peace,
purpose, and fulfillment.

This theme is central to "Knowing God
by Ji Packer." The book invites readers to
approach theology not as a chore, but as
an adventure. When we truly see God for
who He is, our fears diminish, our loves

are purified, and our lives are reoriented
around His glory.

The Character of
God

The heart of the book is an extended
meditation on the attributes of God.
Packer explores God as:

* God the Sovereign: Packer
emphasizes God's absolute
authority over all creation. This
sovereignty is not a cold, distant
control, but a loving governance
that works all things for the good
of His people.

e God the Judge: Packer does not
shy away from the difficult topic of
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God's wrath. He explains that
God's judgment is an expression of
His perfect holiness and justice. It
is not arbitrary, but a necessary
response to evil.

God the Father: One of the most
comforting themes in the book is
Packer's treatment of adoption.
Through Christ, believers are not
merely forgiven; they are brought
into God's family as sons and
daughters. This truth transforms
the way we pray, live, and face
trials.

God the Creator: Packer reflects
on the majesty of God as the
maker of heaven and earth. This
truth humbles us and elevates our
view of His power and wisdom.

e God the Redeemer: The cross

and resurrection are central to
Packer's theology. He shows that
knowing God is only possible
through the atoning work of Jesus
Christ.

Each of these attributes is explored with
biblical depth and pastoral warmth. The
reader comes away not just with
information, but with a sense of awe and
worship.

The Cost and
Reward of



Knowing God

Packer is honest about the cost of
knowing God. It requires time, effort, and
a willingness to be changed. It involves
study, prayer, and obedience. But he
also emphasizes the immense reward.
Knowing God brings joy, peace, and a
sense of purpose that cannot be found
anywhere else.

This balance between cost and reward is
what makes "Knowing God by Ji Packer"
so compelling. It is not a book of cheap
grace or easy answers. It calls readers to
a deep, serious, and joyful commitment
to the God who has first known them.

PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS FOR

MODERN READERS

Though written decades ago, Knowing
God speaks directly to the challenges of
modern life. In an age of anxiety, social
media distraction, and spiritual
confusion, Packer's call to focus on God
is more relevant than ever.

Developing a
Habit of
Reflection

Packer encourages readers to meditate
on God's character daily. This is not a
passive activity, but an active discipline.
By setting aside time to read Scripture,
reflect on God's attributes, and pray,
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believers can cultivate a deep and
lasting knowledge of God. This practice
counters the shallowness of modern
culture and grounds us in eternal truth.

Praying with
Confidence

Understanding God as a loving Father
transforms prayer. Packer teaches that
we can approach God with boldness and
confidence, not because we are worthy,
but because we are His children through
Christ. This truth frees us from quilt,
performance anxiety, and fear.

Navigating
Suffering and
Doubt

One of the most practical aspects of
"Knowing God by Ji Packer" is its
treatment of suffering. Packer does not
offer simplistic answers. Instead, he
points to the sovereignty and goodness
of God as the foundation for hope. When
we know that God is both powerful and
loving, we can face trials with courage
and trust.



Building
Authentic
Community

Knowing God is not just a private matter.
Packer emphasizes that it happens in the
context of the church. As believers
gather to worship, study, and encourage
one another, they grow in their
knowledge of God together. This is a
vital antidote to the individualism of
modern spirituality.

THE ENDURING LEGACY OF
"KNOWING GOD"

Few books have had the lasting impact

of Knowing God. It has been translated
into dozens of languages and has
influenced  pastors, scholars, and
laypeople around the world. The phrase
"Knowing God by Ji Packer" has become
synonymous with a deep, evangelical,
and experiential faith.

Packer's work has also inspired a
generation of writers and theologians.
His emphasis on the joy of theology, the
centrality of the cross, and the practical
nature of doctrine continues to shape
Christian thinking. The book is widely
used in colleges, seminaries, and small
groups. It is a trusted resource for
anyone who wants to move beyond
surface-level Christianity.

One reason for the book's enduring
appeal is its humility. Packer never
writes as if he has all the answers.
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Instead, he points readers to the One
who is the Answer. He invites us to join
him in the greatest adventure of all:
knowing the living God.

CRITICISMS AND
CONSIDERATIONS

No book is without its critics. Some have
noted that Knowing God is rooted in a
Reformed theological tradition that may
not resonate with all readers. Packer's
views on divine sovereignty, election,
and the nature of atonement are
distinctly Calvinistic. However, even
readers who disagree with these
positions often find the book deeply
enriching.

Others have suggested that the book
could benefit from more attention to the
role of the Holy Spirit. While the Spirit is

not ignored, some readers wish for a
more developed pneumatology.
Nevertheless, these criticisms do not
diminish the book's overall value.
"Knowing God by Ji Packer" remains a
landmark work that challenges and
inspires.

HOW TO READ "KNOWING GOD"
TODAY

If you are new to the book, or if you want
to revisit it, consider these practical tips
for getting the most out of your reading:

1. Read Slowly: This is not a book to
rush through. Take time to reflect
on each chapter. Allow the truths
to sink into your heart.

2. Read with a Bible: Packer
constantly references Scripture.



Look up the passages he cites. Let
the Word of God illuminate the
text.

3. Read with a Journal: Write down
key insights, questions, and
prayers. Journaling helps you
process what you are learning and
apply it to your life.

4. Read with Others: Consider
studying the book in a small
group. Discussing it with others
enriches your understanding and
fosters deeper relationships.

5. Read Prayerfully: Before you
begin each chapter, ask God to
teach you. Make your reading a
conversation with Him.

By approaching the book in this way, you
will not only learn about God but will
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come to know Him more intimately. That
is the ultimate goal of "Knowing God by
Ji Packer."

CONCLUSION: THE UNENDING
JOURNEY OF KNOWING GOD

J. I. Packer's Knowing God is more than
a book; it is an invitation. It calls us to
leave the shallow waters of casual
religion and plunge into the depths of
the divine. The journey of knowing God
is not a destination to be reached, but a
relationship to be enjoyed for eternity.
As Packer himself wrote, "What makes
life worthwhile is having a big enough
objective, something which captures the
imagination and lays hold of our
allegiance." That objective is God
Himself.

Understanding "Knowing God by Ji

10 Knowing God By Ji Packer

2024-11-03



Knowing God By Ji Packer 11

Packer" means embracing a life of
continuous learning, worship, and
transformation. It means letting go of
our small thoughts about God and
allowing Him to reveal His greatness. It
means finding our deepest joy not in

circumstances, but in the unchanging
character of our Creator and Redeemer.

Whether you are a lifelong Christian or a
sincere seeker, this book offers a path to
the heart of God. Take up and read. The
journey is worth it.
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