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INTRODUCTION: A MAGICAL
ENSEMBLE THAT BROUGHT
NARNIA TO LIFE

When The Chronicles of Narnia: The
Lion,  the Witch and the Wardrobe
premiered in 2005, it introduced millions
of  viewers  to  a  breathtaking  fantasy
world. While the story itself is beloved,
the  performances  of  the  cast  of  Lion
Witch  and  Wardrobe  transformed  C.S.
Lewis's  classic  novel  into  a  cinematic

masterpiece. The actors brought depth,
emotion, and authenticity to characters
that  had  previously  only  lived  in  the
imagination of readers. From the noble
Pevensie children to the chilling White
Witch  and  the  majestic  Aslan,  every
performance  contributed  to  the  film's
enduring legacy. Understanding the cast
of  Lion  Witch  and  Wardrobe  not  only
deepens appreciation for the movie but
also  reveals  the  extraordinary  talent
behind this unforgettable adaptation.

THE PEVENSIE CHILDREN: THE
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HEART OF THE STORY

At  the  core  of  the  film  are  the  four
Pevensie  siblings,  each  portrayed  by
actors  who  perfectly  captured  the
essence  of  their  literary  counterparts.
The casting process was rigorous, with
hundreds of young actors auditioning for
these  pivotal  roles.  The  final  selection
created  a  dynamic  that  felt  both
authentic  and  magical.

Georgie Henley
as Lucy Pevensie
Georgie Henley was only eight years old
when  she  was  cast  as  Lucy,  the
youngest  Pevensie  and  the  first  to
discover Narnia. Her wide-eyed wonder

and  natural  innocence  made  her
portrayal  unforgettable.  Henley's
performance  carries  the  emotional
weight  of  the story,  as  Lucy's  faith  in
Aslan  and  her  courage  in  the  face  of
danger  inspire  her  siblings  and  the
audience  alike.  The  casting  directors
recognized  immediately  that  Henley
possessed  a  rare  combination  of
vulnerability  and  strength,  qualities
essential  for  bringing Lucy to  life.  Her
chemistry  with  the  other  actors,
particularly  with  the  faun  Tumnus,
remains  one  of  the  highlights  of  the
entire film.

Skandar Keynes
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as Edmund
Pevensie
Perhaps the most challenging role in the
cast of Lion Witch and Wardrobe belongs
to  Skandar  Keynes  as  Edmund.  The
character undergoes the most significant
transformation, moving from betrayal to
redemption. Keynes masterfully portrays
Edmund's initial bitterness, his seduction
by  the  White  Witch,  and  his  eventual
remorse and courage. The complexity of
this  arc  required  an  actor  capable  of
subtle  emotional  shifts,  and  Keynes
delivered  a  performance  that  makes
viewers empathize with a character who
makes terrible choices. His journey from
traitor  to  hero  is  one  of  the  most

compelling  elements  of  the  story,  and
Keynes's  portrayal  ensures  that
Edmund's redemption feels earned and
genuine.

William Moseley
as Peter
Pevensie
Will iam  Moseley  brings  a  natural
leadership  quality  to  Peter,  the  eldest
Pevensie.  Tasked  with  protecting  his
siblings and ultimately leading Narnia's
armies,  Peter's character arc is  one of
growth  and  responsibility.  Moseley's
performance  captures  Peter's  initial
u n c e r t a i n t y  a n d  h i s  g r a d u a l
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transformation  into  a  confident  leader.
The  actor  trained  extensively  for  the
battle  sequences,  and  his  physical
preparation translated into a believable
portrayal of a young man rising to meet
extraordinary  circumstances.  Moseley's
chemistry  with  his  on-screen  siblings
creates a believable family dynamic that
grounds the fantastical elements of the
story.

Anna Popplewell
as Susan
Pevensie
Anna  Popplewell  portrays  Susan,  the
practical and cautious elder sister. Often

described as the most  level-headed of
the Pevensie children, Susan serves as a
voice of reason while also demonstrating
remarkable  courage with  her  bow and
arrows.  Popplewell  brings  warmth  and
intelligence  to  the  role,  making  Susan
both  relatable  and  admirable.  Her
character's  skepticism  about  Narnia
initially  contrasts  with  Lucy's  complete
acceptance, yet Susan's journey toward
belief  is  handled  with  sensitivity  and
depth. Popplewell's performance ensures
that Susan is never simply a skeptic but
a protective older sister whose caution
stems from love and responsibility.

THE WHITE WITCH: A VILLAIN
FOR THE AGES

The  role  of  Jadis,  the  White  Witch,
required an actress who could embody
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cold cruelty and seductive power. Tilda
Swinton's casting was inspired, and her
performance has become iconic  in  the
world of fantasy cinema.
Swinton brings an otherworldly quality to
the  White  Witch  that  makes  her
genuinely frightening. With her pale skin,
commanding  presence,  and  chilling
delivery, she creates a villain who is both
mesmerizing and terrifying. The actress
explained  in  interviews  that  she
approached  the  character  not  as  a
cartoonish evil figure but as a being who
genuinely  believes  she  is  the  rightful
ru l e r  o f  Na rn i a .  Th i s  nuanced
interpretation  makes  the  White  Witch
more  complex  and  memorable .
Swinton's  performance  elevates  every
scene she appears in, from the seductive
offering  of  Turkish  delight  to  the

terrifying  confrontation  at  the  Stone
Table.
The  casting  of  Tilda  Swinton  as  the
White Witch exemplifies how the cast of
Lion Witch and Wardrobe elevated the
source  material  through  exceptional
acting.  Her  portrayal  has  influenced
subsequent fantasy villain performances
and remains one of the most discussed
aspects of the film.

ASLAN: THE SOUL OF NARNIA

Bringing Aslan to life required both vocal
performance  and  visual  effects.  Liam
Neeson was cast as the voice of Aslan,
and his deep, resonant tones perfectly
capture the lion's wisdom, authority, and
compassion.  Neeson's  voice  work  is
subtle and powerful, conveying both the
gentle and terrifying aspects of the great
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lion's character.
The visual representation of Aslan was
achieved  through  groundbreaking  CGI,
with the animators studying real lions to
create  movements  that  felt  authentic.
The  combination  of  Neeson's  vocal
performance  and  the  visual  effects
team's work resulted in a character who
feels  real  and  emotionally  present.
Aslan's  scenes,  particularly  his  sacrifice
on the Stone Table and his resurrection,
are among the most moving in the film,
largely  because  the  performance  and
animation work together seamlessly.

THE SUPPORTING CAST OF LION
WITCH AND WARDROBE: DEPTH
AND CHARM

Beyond  the  central  characters,  the

supporting  cast  of  Lion  Witch  and
Wardrobe adds richness and texture to
Narnia.  These  actors  brought  beloved
characters  from  the  book  to  life  with
memorable performances.

James McAvoy as
Mr. Tumnus
James  McAvoy,  now  an  internationally
recognized star, played the faun Tumnus
in  one  of  his  early  major  film  roles.  His
performance  as  the  kind-hearted  but
conflicted creature who befriends Lucy is
both  charming  and  poignant.  McAvoy
brings  warmth  and  humor  to  the  role
while also conveying the genuine moral
struggle  Tumnus  faces  when  he  must
choose  between  obeying  the  White
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Witch and protecting Lucy. The actor's
exp ress i ve  f ace  and  phys i ca l
performance make Tumnus feel entirely
real, despite being a half-man, half-goat
creature. McAvoy's scenes with Georgie
Henley are among the most charming in
the entire film.

Dawn French as
Mrs. Beaver
Comedian  and  actress  Dawn  French
provides  voice  work  for  Mrs.  Beaver,
bringing warmth and maternal energy to
the  role.  Her  performance,  alongside
that  of  Ray  Winstone  as  Mr.  Beaver,
adds a sense of  cozy domesticity  that
contrasts beautifully with the danger the
Pevensie  children  face.  The  Beavers

serve as guides and protectors for the
children,  and  French's  performance
makes Mrs. Beaver feel like a reassuring
presence in a frightening world.

Jim Broadbent as
Professor Kirke
Jim  Broadbent  brings  gravitas  and
wisdom to the role of Professor Digory
Kirke, the eccentric scholar who houses
the  Pevensie  children.  Broadbent's
performance  is  subtle  and  layered,
suggesting that the Professor knows far
more about Narnia than he reveals. His
scenes with the children, particularly his
conversation  with  Lucy  about  her
experiences,  provide  a  crucial  bridge
between the real world and the magical
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realm.  Broadbent's  distinguished
presence  adds  weight  to  the  story's
themes of belief and imagination.

THE CREATURES OF NARNIA:
BRINGING FANTASY TO LIFE

The  cast  of  Lion  Witch  and  Wardrobe
extends beyond human actors to include
the  many  creatures  that  populate
Narnia. The film employed a combination
of  practical  effects,  animatronics,  and
CGI  to  create  the  centaurs,  dwarfs,
giants, and mythical beasts that inhabit
this world.
Notable creature performances include:

Kiran Shah as Ginarrbrik, the White
Witch's cruel dwarf servant
Patrick Kake as Oreius, the noble
centaur general

Rachael Henley as the older Lucy
Pevensie (Georgie Henley's real-
life sister)
Shane Rangi as General Otmin, the
minotaur commander of the White
Witch's forces

These  performers  brought  physicality
and  presence  to  their  roles,  often
performing  in  elaborate  costumes  and
makeup  that  requ i red  hours  o f
preparation. Their commitment to their
characters,  even when hidden beneath
layers of prosthetics, demonstrates the
dedication of the entire cast.

THE DIRECTOR'S VISION: WHY
THIS CAST WORKS

Director  Andrew  Adamson  made
deliberate  choices  in  casting  that
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prioritized  emotional  authenticity  over
star  power.  While  the  film  includes
established  actors  like  Tilda  Swinton,
Liam  Neeson,  and  Jim  Broadbent,  the
young leads were largely unknown at the
time. This decision allowed audiences to
see  the  characters  rather  than  the
actors, immersing viewers in the world of
Narnia.
Adamson emphasized the importance of
chemistry  during  the  casting  process,
particularly among the four child actors.
The  Pevensie  siblings  spent  time
together  before  filming  began,  building
the  relationships  that  would  translate
into  believable  family  dynamics  on
screen.  This  approach  paid  off,  as  the
genuine affection and occasional friction
between the young actors feels entirely
natural.

BEHIND THE SCENES: THE CAST'S
PREPARATION

The  cast  of  Lion  Witch  and  Wardrobe
underwent  extensive  preparation  to
bring their characters to life. The young
actors  received  training  in  sword
fighting,  archery,  and  horse  riding  to
perform  their  own  stunts  wherever
possible.  William Moseley and Skandar
Keynes  spent  months  learn ing
choreographed combat sequences, while
Anna Popplewell trained with a bow until
she could shoot with convincing skill.
For  Tilda  Swinton,  preparation  meant
exploring the psychology of a character
who has ruled Narnia for a century. She
studied the book carefully  and worked
with dialect coaches to develop a voice
that  was  both  commanding  and
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otherworldly.  Liam Neeson,  meanwhile,
recorded  his  dialogue  as  Aslan  in  a
single day, delivering a performance that
the  animators  would  use  as  the
foundation  for  their  work.

THE ENDURING LEGACY OF THIS
CAST

Nearly  two  decades  after  the  film's
release,  the  cast  of  Lion  Witch  and
Wardrobe  remains  beloved  by  fans
around the world. The actors who played
the Pevensie children have gone on to
diverse careers, but they remain forever
associated  with  these  iconic  roles.
Georgie Henley has continued acting and
writing, while Skandar Keynes left acting
to  pursue  a  career  in  politics  and
international affairs. William Moseley and
Anna Popplewell  have both maintained

active  acting  careers,  appearing  in  film
and  television  projects.
The legacy of the cast extends beyond
individual careers. This film introduced a
new generation to the world of  Narnia
and  set  a  standard  for  fantasy  film
adaptations.  The  performances  are
consistently praised for their emotional
depth  and  authenticity,  qualities  that
have helped the film endure as a classic.

WHY THE CAST OF LION WITCH
AND WARDROBE STILL MATTERS

The  success  of  any  film  adaptation
depends heavily on its casting, and the
cast  of  Lion  Witch  and  Wardrobe
exemplifies this principle perfectly. Each
actor  brought  something  essential  to
their role, creating a ensemble that feels
both  magical  and  believable.  The  film
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works  because  we  believe  in  these
characters,  their  struggles,  and  their
triumphs.
For  fans  of  the  book,  seeing  these
characters come to life was a profound
experience.  The  cast  honored  C.S.
Lewis's creation while bringing their own
interpretations  to  the  roles.  For  new
viewers,  the  performances  provide  an
accessible entry point into a rich fantasy
world. The emotional stakes of the story
resonate  because  the  actors  make  us
care  deeply  about  what  happens  to
these characters.
The film's casting demonstrates that the
best  fantasy  stories  are  grounded  in
human  emotion.  Whether  it's  Lucy's
wonder,  Edmund's  gui lt ,  Peter's
responsibility,  Susan's  caution,  or  the
W h i t e  W i t c h ' s  c r u e l t y ,  t h e s e

performances  connect  with  universal
human experiences. This is why the cast
of Lion Witch and Wardrobe continues to
be  d iscussed ,  ce lebrated ,  and
remembered  years  after  the  film's
release.

CONCLUSION: A PERFECTLY CAST
NARNIA

The  cast  of  Lion  Witch  and  Wardrobe
represents  one of  the  most  successful
ensembles  in  fantasy  film  history.  From
the perfectly chosen child actors to the
commanding presence of Tilda Swinton
and the warm wisdom of Liam Neeson's
Aslan, every performance contributes to
a  film  that  has  enchanted  audiences
wor ldwide.  The  actors  brought
authenticity,  depth,  and  heart  to  their
roles,  ensuring  that  this  adaptation  of
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C.S.  Lewis's  beloved  novel  remains  a
treasured  cinematic  experience.  The
magic of  Narnia lives on through their

performances, inviting new generations
to  step  through  the  wardrobe  and
discover a world where courage,  faith,
and redemption triumph over darkness.


