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UNDERSTANDING
THE TWIC CARD
APPLICATION
FORM: YOUR
COMPLETE GUIDE
TO MARITIME
SECURITY
CREDENTIALING

The  Transportation
Worker  Identification
Credential,  commonly
known  as  the  TWIC
card,  has  become  an
i n d i s p e n s a b l e
r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r
personnel  working  in
p o r t s ,  m a r i t i m e
facilities,  and  vessels
across  the  Uni ted
States.  Administered
by  the  Transportation

Security Administration
(TSA)  in  coordination
with  the  U.S.  Coast
Guard,  this  biometric
credential  serves as a
critical  component  of
nat iona l  secur i ty
infrastructure.  At  the
heart of obtaining this
credential lies the Twic
Card  Application
Form, a document that
in i t iates  what  can
sometimes  feel  like  a
daunting  process.
Whether  you  are  a
seasoned  mar iner
seeking  renewal  or  a
newcomer entering the
maritime  industry,
understanding  how  to
properly complete this
application is essential
f o r  a  s m o o t h  a n d
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successful  enrollment
experience.
The TWIC program was
established  following
t h e  M a r i t i m e
Transportation Security
Act  of  2002,  designed
t o  e n s u r e  t h a t
i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h
unescorted  access  to
s e c u r e  a r e a s  o f
maritime facilities  and
v e s s e l s  h a v e
undergone  thorough
background  checks
and  possess  verifiable
i d e n t i t i e s .  T h e
application process has
evolved  significantly
since its inception, with
improvements  i n
t e c h n o l o g y  a n d
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e
procedures  making  it
more streamlined than
ever  before.  Yet,  the
f u n d a m e n t a l
requirement  remains
unchanged:  every
applicant  must  submit
a  properly  completed
T w i c  C a r d

Application  Form  to
b e g i n  t h e i r
credentialing journey.

WHAT IS A TWIC
CARD
APPLICATION
FORM AND WHY IS
IT IMPORTANT?

T h e  T w i c  C a r d
Application  Form  is
an  official  TSA
d o c u m e n t  t h a t
captures the personal,
b iographica l ,  and
e m p l o y m e n t
information  necessary
t o  i n i t i a t e  a
background check and
identity  verification
process.  This  form
s e r v e s  a s  t h e
foundation upon which
y o u r  e n t i r e  T W I C
appl icat ion  rests .
Without  a  correctly
filled  form,  your
application  cannot
proceed  through  the
system,  potentially
caus ing  weeks  o f
delays  or  outr ight
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rejection.
This  form  col lects
critical  data  points
including your full legal
name,  date  of  birth,
S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y
number,  citizenship
status,  residential
history,  employment
h i s t o r y ,  a n d  a n y
c r i m i n a l  r e c o r d
information.  The  TSA
uses this information to
c o n d u c t  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
s e c u r i t y  t h r e a t
assessment,  which
i n c l u d e s  c h e c k s
against terrorist watch
l i s t s ,  c r i m i n a l
d a t a b a s e s ,  a n d
immigration  records.
The  thoroughness  of
t h i s  p r o c e s s
underscores why each
section  of  the  Twic
Card  Application
F o r m  m u s t  b e
c o m p l e t e d  w i t h
precision and honesty.

Who
Needs to
Complete
This
Applicatio
n?
The  requirement  to
submit  a  Twic  Card
Application  Form
extends  to  a  w ide
range  of  mar i t ime
industry  professionals.
This  includes:

Longshoremen
and dockworkers
who handle
cargo or operate
equipment in
secure areas
Truck drivers
who transport
hazardous
materials or
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regularly access
port facilities
Seafarers and
crew members
working on
vessels operating
in U.S. navigable
waters
Facility security
officers and port
authority
personnel
Maintenance and
repair
technicians who
work in restricted
zones
Any individual
requiring
unescorted
access to secure
areas of
maritime
facilities

It is worth noting that
t h e  T w i c  C a r d
Application  Form  is
n o t  a  o n e - t i m e
requ i rement .  The
credential  must  be
renewed  every  five
y e a r s ,  a n d  e a c h

renewal  requires  the
submission  of  a  new
a p p l i c a t i o n .
Additionally,  if  your
card is lost,  stolen, or
damaged,  you  wi l l
need  to  complete  a
r e p l a c e m e n t
application,  which
follows  a  similar  but
slightly  streamlined
process.

PREPARING TO
COMPLETE YOUR
TWIC CARD
APPLICATION
FORM

Before you sit down to
fill out your Twic Card
Application  Form,  it
pays to be thoroughly
prepared.  The  form
itself  has  mult iple
sections, and failing to
have  the  necessary
information  at  hand
can lead to frustration
and  errors.  Here  is
what you will  need to
g a t h e r  b e f o r e
beginning:
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Required
Documen
tation for
the
Applicatio
n
T h e  T w i c  C a r d
Application  Form
requires you to provide
information that will be
verified  against
documents you present
during  your  in-person
e n r o l l m e n t
appointment.  Having
these documents ready
will  make the process
significantly smoother:

A valid,
unexpired
government-
issued photo
identification,

such as a driver's
license or
passport
Proof of
citizenship or
immigration
status, which
may include a
birth certificate,
naturalization
certificate, or
permanent
resident card
Your Social
Security number
and the physical
card for
verification
purposes
Complete
residential
addresses for the
past five years,
including dates
of occupancy
Employment
history for the
past five years,
including
employer names,
addresses, and
dates of
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employment
Any previous
names or aliases
you have used
legally

One  common  mistake
applicants  make when
completing  the  Twic
Card  Application
Form is assuming that
in fo rmat ion  f rom
memory  will  suffice.
T h e  T S A  c r o s s -
references every piece
of  data  you  provide
with official records, so
accuracy is paramount.
E v e n  a  s m a l l
discrepancy, such as a
misspelled street name
or  an  incorrect  date,
can  trigger  a  manual
review  process  that
delays  your  credential
by weeks.

STEP-BY-STEP
GUIDE TO FILLING
OUT THE TWIC
CARD

APPLICATION
FORM

N o w  t h a t  y o u
unde r s tand  wha t
information  you  need,
let us walk through the
actua l  p rocess  o f
completing  the  Twic
Card  Application
Form.  While  the form
can  be  accessed  and
partially  completed
online through the TSA
webs i te ,  you  w i l l
ultimately need to visit
an enrollment center to
finalize  your
application.  Here  is  a
detailed  breakdown of
each stage:

Online
Pre-
Enrollme
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The  first  step  in  the
process  is  to  access
the  official  TSA
enrollment  portal  and
begin your application.
T h i s  o n l i n e  p r e -
enrollment  allows  you
to  input  al l  of  your
information  into  the
T w i c  C a r d
Application Form in a
digital  format,  which
saves time during your
in-person  visit.  During
this stage, you will:

Create an1.
account on the
official TSA
enrollment
website
Select the TWIC2.
card option from
the available
programs
Enter your3.
personal
identifying
information,
including your

name exactly as
it appears on
your
identification
documents
Provide your4.
Social Security
number and
confirm it for
accuracy
Input your5.
residential
history, ensuring
that addresses
cover the full
five-year period
without gaps
Enter your6.
employment
history with
precise start and
end dates
Answer all7.
background
check questions
truthfully,
including those
regarding
criminal history
and immigration
status
Review all8.
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information for
accuracy before
submitting the
electronic portion
Schedule your in-9.
person
appointment at a
designated
enrollment
center
Pay the10.
application fee
using a credit
card, debit card,
or other
accepted
payment method

During  onl ine  pre-
enrollment, you will be
assigned  a  unique
a p p l i c a t i o n
identification  number.
It  is  critical  that  you
save  this  number,  as
you will  need it  when
y o u  v i s i t  t h e
enrollment  center.
Without  it,  the  staff
may  not  be  able  to
locate your Twic Card
Application  Form
data,  and  you  may

h a v e  t o  s t a r t  t h e
process  over  f rom
scratch.

The In-
Person
Appointm
ent
Once your  online  pre-
enrollment is complete,
you  must  visit  a  TSA
enrollment  center  to
finalize  your
app l i ca t i on .  Th i s
appointment  typically
takes between 15 and
30  minutes,  but  wait
t i m e s  c a n  v a r y
depend ing  on  the
location  and  time  of
day.  During  this  visit,
you will:

Present your
identification
documents for
verification by
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the enrollment
staff
Have your
fingerprints
captured digitally
for the biometric
database
Have your
photograph
taken for the
card itself
Review and sign
the printed
version of your
Twic Card
Application
Form to certify
that all
information is
accurate and
complete
Provide any
additional
documentation if
requested by the
enrollment
specialist

The importance of the
in-person  appointment
cannot  be  overstated.
This is where the TSA
verifies  that  you  are

who you claim to be by
c o m p a r i n g  y o u r
physical  appearance
and  fingerprints
a g a i n s t  y o u r
identification
documents. If there are
any  discrepancies
b e t w e e n  t h e
information  on  your
T w i c  C a r d
Application Form and
the  documents  you
present,  you  will  be
asked  to  correct  the
er ro rs  be fo re  the
a p p l i c a t i o n  c a n
proceed.

COMMON
MISTAKES TO
AVOID ON YOUR
TWIC CARD
APPLICATION
FORM

Even  exper ienced
maritime  professionals
can make errors when
filling  out  the  Twic
Card  Application
Form.  Awareness  of
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the  most  common
pitfalls  can  help  you
avoid  unnecessary
delays:

Name
Discrepan
cies
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
f r e q u e n t  i s s u e s
involves names that do
not  match  exact ly
across  documents.  If
your  driver's  license
says "William" but your
"William" is a nickname
for  "Wilhelm"  on  your
birth  certificate,  you
must use the name on
y o u r  p r i m a r y
identification.  The
T w i c  C a r d
Application  Form
requires  your  legal
name as it appears on
your  government-
issued ID. If  you have
used  a  different  name

in the past, that must
be disclosed separately
as an alias or previous
legal name.

Incomplet
e
Residenti
al History
The TSA requires a full
five-year  residential
history  without  any
gaps. If you lived with
relat ives  for  a  few
m o n t h s  b e t w e e n
apar tments ,  tha t
p e r i o d  m u s t  b e
included.  Omitting
even a short stay can
cause your application
to  be  flagged  for
manual  review.  The
T w i c  C a r d
Application Form has
fields  specifically
designed  to  capture
every  residence,  no
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matter  how  brief.

Inaccurat
e
Employm
ent Dates
Employment  history  is
a n o t h e r  c o m m o n
source of errors. If you
cannot  remember
exact  dates,  take  the
time to consult old pay
stubs,  tax  returns,  or
former employers. The
T w i c  C a r d
Application  Form
requires start and end
m o n t h s  f o r  e a c h
position,  and  these
dates  must  align  with
the  residential  history
you provide.

Failure to

Disclose
Criminal
History
Perhaps  the  most
cr i t ical  mistake  is
attempting  to  hide  or
minimize  a  criminal
r e c o r d .  T h e  T S A
conducts  thorough
background  checks,
and  any  discrepancy
between  your  Twic
Card  Application
Form  and  official
r e c o r d s  c a n  b e
in terpreted  as  an
attempt  to  deceive.
Even if you believe an
offense  has  been
expunged or sealed, it
is better to disclose it
and let the TSA make
the determination. Full
d i s c l o s u r e
demonstrates  honesty
and integrity,  qualities
the  TSA  va lues  in
credential  holders.
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FEES AND
PROCESSING
TIMES FOR THE
TWIC CARD
APPLICATION

Understanding  the
financial  and  time
commitments  involved
in the TWIC application
process helps you plan
acco rd ing l y .  The
current  fee  for  a  new
T W I C  c a r d  i s
a p p r o x i m a t e l y
$125.25,  though  this
amount  is  subject  to
change  based  on  TSA
adjustments.  This  fee
covers the cost of the
background  check,
biometric  enrollment,
and card production. In
comparison,  renewal
applications may have
a  slightly  lower  fee
s i n c e  s o m e
components  of  the
background check can
be expedited.
Payment  for  the Twic
Card  Application

Form is typically made
during the online  pre-
enrol lment  stage.
Accepted  payment
methods include major
credit  cards,  debit
cards,  and  in  some
cases ,  e lec t ron ic
checks. It is important
to note that the fee is
non-refundable, even if
your  application  is
ultimately denied. This
reality underscores the
i m p o r t a n c e  o f
completing  your  Twic
Card  Application
Form correctly the first
time.
Regarding  processing
times, the TSA aims to
complete  the  security
threat  assessment
w i th in  30  days  o f
r e c e i v i n g  y o u r
completed  application
a n d  s u p p o r t i n g
d o c u m e n t a t i o n .
However,  this  timeline
can  extend  i f  your
application  triggers  a
manual  review due to
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i n c o m p l e t e
information,  name
discrepanc ies ,  or
criminal history issues.
I n  s u c h  c a s e s ,
processing can take 60
to  90  days  or  longer.
To  minimize  delays,
ensure every section of
y o u r  T w i c  C a r d
Application  Form  is
filled  out  completely
and  accurately.

RENEWING YOUR
TWIC CARD
APPLICATION

S ince  TWIC  ca rds
expire  after  five  years,
you  will  eventually
need to go through the
application  process
again.  Renewal  does
not  mean  start ing
entirely  from  scratch,
but  it  does  require  a
n e w  T w i c  C a r d
Application  Form.
The TSA allows renewal
appl icat ions  to  be
submitted  up  to  six
months  before  your

current  card  expires,
which  helps  ensure
continuity of access to
secure areas.
The  renewal  process
has  been  streamlined
in recent years. If you
are renewing and can
do so at a participating
enrollment center, you
m a y  b e  a b l e  t o
complete  the  entire
process online without
an  in-person  visit .
H o w e v e r ,  m o s t
applicants  will  stil l
need to visit  a  center
t o  u p d a t e  t h e i r
p h o t o g r a p h  a n d
fingerprints.  The  Twic
Card  Application
Form  for  renewal  is
largely  pre-populated
with your existing data,
but  you  must  review
a n d  u p d a t e  a n y
changed  information,
such as a new address
or employer.
O n e  i m p o r t a n t
cons iderat ion  for
renewal  is  that  the
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background check is no
less thorough than for
a new applicant.  Even
if you have held a TWIC
card for years without
incident, you must still
u n d e r g o  t h e  f u l l
s e c u r i t y  t h r e a t
assessment.  The Twic
Card  Application
Form for renewal asks
many  o f  the  same
questions as the initial

application,  including
c r i m i n a l  h i s t o r y
disclosure.  Changes in
your  circumstances
s i n c e  y o u r  l a s t
application  must  be
reported  accurately.

WHAT HAPPENS
AFTER YOU
SUBMIT YOUR
APPLICATION?


