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MASTERING THE
NCCER
INTERMEDIATE
RIGGING PRACTICE
TEST: YOUR
COMPLETE GUIDE
TO CERTIFICATION
SUCCESS

In  the  high-stakes
e n v i r o n m e n t  o f
industrial  construction,
crane  operations,  and
heavy  lifting,  a  single
mistake  can  lead  to
c a t a s t r o p h i c
consequences.  This  is
w h y  t h e  N C C E R
I n t e r m e d i a t e
Rigging  certification
s t a n d s  a s  a

c o r n e r s t o n e  o f
p r o f e s s i o n a l
d e v e l o p m e n t  f o r
riggers  across  North
America.  Whether  you
a r e  a  s e a s o n e d
apprentice  aiming  to
a d v a n c e  y o u r
credentials or a safety
manager  seeking  to
validate  your  team's
competence ,  t he
p a t h w a y  t o
certification  runs
directly  through  the
NCCER  Intermediate
Rigging  Practice
Test .  Th is  ar t ic le
p r o v i d e s  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
breakdown of what the
practice  test  entails,
the  critical  skil ls  it
evaluates,  and  the
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most  effective
strategies  to  prepare
f o r  e x a m  d a y .  B y
leveraging  practice
tests correctly, you can
transform anxiety  into
confidence  and  ensure
that  your  knowledge
meets  the  rigorous
s t a n d a r d s  o f  t h e
construction industry.
Rigging is not merely a
set of physical tasks; it
is a discipline rooted in
mathematics,  physics,
and  meticulous  safety
p r o t o c o l s .  T h e
intermediate  level
b u i l d s  u p o n
foundational  skills,
in t roduc ing  more
c o m p l e x  l o a d
configurations,
advanced  hardware
selection, and nuanced
l i f t  p l a n n i n g .  A
dedicated practice test
helps  bridge  the  gap
between  textbook
learning and real-world
application.  In  the
following  sections,  we

will  explore  the  core
topics, study methods,
a n d  s t r a t e g i c
approaches  that  will
help you excel on the
NCCER  Intermediate
Rigging  exam  and
advance your career in
the skilled trades.

UNDERSTANDING
THE NCCER
INTERMEDIATE
RIGGING PRACTICE
TEST

What Is
NCCER
Intermedi
ate
Rigging?
The National Center for
Construction Education
and Research (NCCER)
sets the benchmark for
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craft  training  in  the
construction  industry.
Their  rigging  program
is  structured  across
multiple  levels,  with
the  in te rmed ia te
credent ia l  s i t t ing
between  basic  rigging
and  advanced  rigging
certifications. This level
of  qualification  is
typically  required  for
riggers who work with
l o a d s  e x c e e d i n g
rout ine  capac i ty ,
involve  multiple  lifting
points ,  or  requi re
sophisticated hardware
such  as  sp reader
beams,  turnbuckles,
and  various  types  of
sheaves.  The  NCCER
I n t e r m e d i a t e
Rigging  certification
validates that a worker
can  independently
execute  l i f t  plans,
inspect  equipment  to
industry  standards,
and  communicate
effectively  with  crane
operators  and  signal

persons.

Why Take
a Practice
Test?
A  practice  test  is  far
more than a diagnostic
tool;  it  is a simulation
o f  t h e  a c t u a l
e x a m i n a t i o n
envi ronment .  The
NCCER  Intermediate
Rigging  Practice  Test
mirrors  the  format,
question  style,  and
time constraints of the
official  assessment.  By
exposing  yourself  to
the types of questions
you  wi l l  face ,  you
r e d u c e  t e s t - d a y
anxiety  and  sharpen
your  ability  to  recall
critical  information
u n d e r  p r e s s u r e .
Additionally,  practice
tests reveal knowledge
gaps  in  specific  areas
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such  as  sling  angle
calculations, load block
configurations,  or  wire
rope  discard  criteria.
Identifying these weak
spots early allows you
to  focus  your  study
time where it  matters
most,  making  your
preparation  efficient
and  targeted.

CORE TOPICS
COVERED IN THE
INTERMEDIATE
RIGGING PRACTICE
TEST

To perform well on the
practice test, you must
have  a  firm  grasp  of
the  mater ia l  tha t
defines  the
intermediate  level.
Below are the primary
subject  areas you can
expect to encounter.

Load

Control
and
Balance
At  the  intermediate
level,  understanding
how  a  load  behaves
under  dynamic  and
static  conditions  is
essential. You will need
to calculate the center
o f  g r a v i t y  f o r
irregularly  shaped
objects and determine
how to rig them safely.
Questions may involve
configuring  multiple
sling  legs  to  maintain
b a l a n c e ,  u s i n g
equalizing  beams,  or
understanding  the
effect  of  load  shift
during  l i f t ing.  The
prac t i ce  tes t  w i l l
challenge  your  ability
to  apply  principles
f r o m  p h y s i c s  t o
p r e v e n t  t i p p i n g ,
s w i n g i n g ,  o r
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uncontrolled rotation.

Rigging
Hardware
and
Inspectio
n
Proper  selection  and
inspection of hardware
are  non-negotiable  for
safe rigging operations.
The  p rac t i ce  tes t
covers a wide range of
components  including
shackles,  eyebolts,
wire rope clips, wedge
s o c k e t s ,  a n d
turnbuckles.  You must
k n o w  t h e  r a t e d
capacit ies,  proper
installation techniques,
and  common  wear
indicators  for  each
item. For example, you
shou ld  be  ab le  to
identify when a shackle

pin  is  bent  beyond
allowable  l imits  or
when wire rope strand
breaks  exceed  the
threshold  for  removal.
Mastering  hardware
inspection is one of the
most heavily weighted
sections of the NCCER
I n t e r m e d i a t e
Rigging  Practice
Test .

Sling
Angles
and
Capacity
Calculatio
ns
T h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p
between  sling  angle
a n d  t e n s i o n  i s  a
fundamental  concept
t h a t  s e p a r a t e s
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competent  r iggers
from  novices.  A  sling
r igged  at  a  th i r ty-
degree  ang le  can
experience  nearly
double  the  tension
compared to a vertical
l i f t .  P ract i ce  tes t
questions  will  require
you  to  calculate  the
effective  load  on  each
leg of a multi-leg bridle
sling,  determine  the
correct rigging angle to
s t a y  w i t h i n  s a f e
working  load  limits,
a n d  a p p l y  t h e
appropriate  reduction
factors. You should be
comfortable  using
trigonometric functions
o r  a n g l e - c h a r t
references  to  solve
these problems quickly
and accurately.

Crane

Communi
cation
and
Signals
Clear  communication
between the rigger and
the  crane  operator  is
vital for every lift. The
intermediate  level
expects  you  to  be
proficient  in  hand
s i g n a l s ,  v o i c e
commands,  and  radio
protocols. The practice
t e s t  m a y  i n c l u d e
q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t
standard  hand  signals
for  hoisting,  lowering,
booming  up  or  down,
and  swinging.  It  also
covers the roles of the
signal  person and the
rigger  in  an  OSHA-
compliant lift scenario.
Understanding who has
au tho r i t y  t o  g i ve
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commands and how to
handle  emergency
stops  is  part  of  the
tested curriculum.

Lift
Planning
and
Documen
tation
Beyond  the  physical
a c t  o f  r i g g i n g ,
intermediate  riggers
a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o
par t ic ipate  in  l i f t
planning. This includes
reviewing  lift  studies,
calculating  total  load
we igh t  i n c l ud ing
r i g g i n g  g e a r ,
i d e n t i f y i n g
environmental  hazards
such  as  wind  or  soft
g r o u n d ,  a n d
documenting the entire
procedure.  Practice

test  questions  may
present  a  scenario
where you must select
the  cor rect  c rane
capacity  chart  for  a
given  configuration  or
i d e n t i f y  m i s s i n g
elements  in  a  pre-lift
sa fe ty  check l i s t .
Documentation  skills
a r e  i n c r e a s i n g l y
important  as  projects
requ i re  s t r ingent
compliance with safety
regulations.

HOW TO PREPARE
FOR THE NCCER
INTERMEDIATE
RIGGING PRACTICE
TEST

Strategic  preparation
makes  the  difference
between  a  passing
score and a failing one.
The following methods
have  proven  effective
for  countless  rigging
professionals.
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Review
the
NCCER
Core
Curriculu

m
The  official  NCCER
Intermediate  Rigging
module contains all the
information  you  need.
Begin  by  reading  the
textbook  thoroughly,
p a y i n g  s p e c i a l
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e
learning  objectives  at
t h e  s t a r t  o f  e a c h
chapter.  Highlight  key
formulas,  inspection
criteria,  and  safety
rules. Many candidates
find it helpful to create
summary  sheets  for
each major topic, such
a s  w i r e  r o p e

construction grades or
t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f
different shackle types.
The  practice  test  will
draw directly from this
material,  so  a  strong
c o m m a n d  o f  t h e
textbook  is  your  first
line  of  defense.

Hands-On
Practice
and
Mentorshi
p
Rigging is a tactile skill,
and  theory  alone  is
rarely  sufficient.
Working  alongside  an
experienced  rigger  or
instructor to apply the
concepts  from  the
textbook  will  solidify
your  understanding.
Practice  assembling
bridle slings, inspecting
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h a r d w a r e ,  a n d
performing  actual
tension calculations on
real  loads.  When  you
encounter  a  practice
test  question  about
load  ce l l  usage  or
torque  requirements
for wire rope clips, your
physical  experience
will  help  you visualize
t h e  s c e n a r i o  a n d
choose  the  correct
answer .  Seek  ou t
t ra in ing  ya rds  o r
workshops  that  allow
you  to  hand le  the
equipment you will  be
tested on.

Use
Multiple
Practice
Tests
Do not rely on a single
practice  test.  One  of
the  most  effective

strategies  is  to  take
several  different
versions of the NCCER
I n t e r m e d i a t e
Rigging  Practice
Test, if available. This
exposes you to a wider
variety  of  question
formats  and  ensures
that you are not simply
memorizing  answer
sequences.  After  each
attempt,  review  every
question you got wrong
and  resea rch  the
correct  answer  until
you  understand  the
underlying  principle.
Keep  a  notebook  of
your  mistakes  and
revisit  them  before
your  next  practice
session.  This  iterative
process  builds  deep,
lasting  knowledge.

ESSENTIAL TEST-
TAKING
STRATEGIES FOR
THE
INTERMEDIATE
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RIGGING EXAM

Having  the  knowledge
is only half the battle;
t h e  o t h e r  h a l f  i s
demons t ra t i ng  i t
effectively  on  exam
day .  Adop t  these
strategies to maximize
your score.

Time
Managem
ent
Most NCCER exams are
t i m e d ,  a n d  t h e
intermediate  rigging
test  is  no  exception.
Before  you  begin ,
quickly scan the entire
test to gauge its length
and  difficulty.  Allocate
a  specific  amount  of
time  for  each  section
or  question.  I f  you
e n c o u n t e r  a
particularly  complex
calculation,  skip  it
temporarily and return

to  it  later.  Answering
all the easier questions
first  builds  momentum
a n d  e n s u r e s  y o u
accumulate  as  many
points  as  possible
before  the  clock  runs
out.  Leave yourself  at
least  ten  minutes  at
the end to review your
answers, especially for
calculation  questions
w h e r e  a  s i m p l e
arithmetic  error  can
cost  you  the  point.

Read
Each
Question
Carefully
NCCER  questions  are
k n o w n  f o r  t h e i r
precis ion,  and  the
intermediate level is no
different.  Pay  close
attention  to  qualifiers
s u c h  a s  " n o t , "
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"except,"  "always,"  or
"never."  A  question
that asks "Which of the
following  is  NOT  an
acceptable  method  of
r i g g i n g  a  l o a d ? "
requires you to identify
the  incorrect  option,
not  a  correct  one.
M i s r e a d i n g  t h e
d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e
question is a common
cause  of  avoidable
errors.  Underline  key
terms  mentally,  and
rephrase  the  question
in  your  own words  to
confirm  you
understand  what  is
being  asked.

Eliminate
Wrong
Answers
If you are unsure of the
correct answer, use the
process  of  elimination
to improve your odds.

In most multiple-choice
questions, at least one
or  two  opt ions  are
c lea r l y  i nco r rec t
because  they  violate
basic  safety  rules  or
contradict  established
rigging  principles.  By
removing  these,  you
narrow  your  focus  to
the remaining options,
i n c r e a s i n g  t h e
probability of selecting
the  r ight  one.  This
strategy is  particularly
useful  for  questions
about  equ ipment
c a p a c i t i e s  o r
regulatory  standards,
w h e r e  t h e  w r o n g
answers  are  often
plausible  but  slightly
off  in  value  or  detail.

BENEFITS OF
PASSING THE
NCCER
INTERMEDIATE
RIGGING EXAM

Earning  the  NCCER
Intermediate  Rigging
credential  does  more
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than simply add a line
to  your  resume.  I t
serves as an industry-
recognized  validation
of  your  skills,  often
leading to higher pay,
i n c r e a s e d  j o b
opportunities,  and
eligibil ity  for  more
complex  assignments.
Employers  across
construction,  oil  and
gas,  manufacturing,
and shipping industries
actively  seek  NCCER-
certified  riggers
b e c a u s e  t h e
certification  reduces
liability and ensures a
b a s e l i n e  o f
competence. Moreover,
the  certification  is
portable, meaning it is
recognized  across
state  l ines  and  by
major  contractors
nationwide.  Passing
the  intermediate  level
is  also  a  prerequisite
fo r  t he  advanced
rigging  certification,
should  you  choose  to

c o n t i n u e  y o u r
p r o f e s s i o n a l
development.

CONCLUSION

T h e  N C C E R
I n t e r m e d i a t e
Rigging  Practice
Test  is  more than an
assessment;  it  is  a
critical  step  in  your
j o u r n e y  t o w a r d
becoming  a  highly
skilled  and recognized
rigging professional. By
t h o r o u g h l y
understanding the core
topics  of  load  control,
hardware  inspection,
s l i n g  a n g l e
calculations,  crane
communication, and lift
p l a n n i n g ,  a n d  b y
employing  strategic
study  methods  and
test-taking techniques,
you can approach the
exam  with  confidence.
R e m e m b e r  t h a t
practice tests are your
best tool for identifying
weaknesses,  reducing
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anxiety, and simulating
t h e  r e a l  t e s t i n g
experience.  Invest  the
time  in  preparation,
respect  the  material,
and  you  will  not  only
pass the exam but also
contribute  to  a  safer,
more  efficient

construction  industry.
Your  commitment  to
mastering intermediate
r i g g i n g  i s  a n
investment  in  your
ca ree r  and  i n  the
safety  of  everyone on
the job site.


