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UNDERSTANDING
THE BLOOD TYPE O
DIET PLAN

The concept of eating
according to vyour
blood type was
popularized by Dr.
Peter D'Adamo in his
book Eat Right 4 Your
Type. Among the four
blood types, Type O is
often labeled the
"hunter" — the oldest
and most primal blood
group. The theory
suggests that people
with Type O blood
thrive on a diet similar
to what early humans
consumed: high in
animal protein, low in

grains and dairy. While
the scientific
community remains
divided on the diet's
validity, many
individuals report
improved energy,
digestion, and overall
well-being when
following a diet plan
for blood type O. This
article explores the
core principles,
recommended foods,
and lifestyle factors
tailored for Type O
individuals.

Who Is
the


https://www.everybodystreet.com/

Typical
Blood
Type O?

According to D'Adamo,
Type O is the most
common blood type,
found in about 45% of
the population. People
with this blood type are
said to have a robust
immune system, high

stomach acid
production, and a
natural tendency
toward efficient

metabolism. However,
they may also be prone
to stress-related
issues, inflammation,
and blood clotting
disorders. The hunter
archetype requires a
diet rich in lean protein
and low in
carbohydrates,

particularly those from
grains and legumes.
Understanding these

characteristics can
help you personalize a
diet plan for blood
type O that supports
your unique

physiology.

KEY
CHARACTERISTICS
OF BLOOD TYPE O
AND THEIR
DIETARY
IMPLICATIONS

High
Stomach
Acid and
Efficient
Digestion
of Protein

One of the hallmarks of
blood type O is a high
level of stomach acid,
which makes digesting
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animal protein
relatively easy. This is
why the plan
emphasizes red meat,
poultry, and fish. In
fact, many Type O
individuals report
feeling sluggish or
bloated when they skip
protein at meals. The
diet plan for blood
type O typically
recommends that
50-60% of calories
come from animal
protein, with the
remainder from
vegetables, fruits, and
healthy fats.

Sensitivit
y to
Wheat
and

Gluten

Type O individuals are
thought to have a
harder time digesting
gluten, the protein
found in wheat, barley,
and rye. This can lead
to inflammation,
digestive discomfort,
and even autoimmune
reactions.

Consequently, the diet
strongly advises
eliminating or
drastically reducing
gluten-containing
grains. Instead, options
like quinoa, rice, and

millet are better
tolerated in small
amounts,

Potential
Issues



with
Dairy

Unlike Type B, which is
considered dairy-
friendly, Type O often
struggles with lactose
and casein. Many Type
O people are lactase
deficient or experience
mucus buildup from
dairy products.
Therefore, a standard
diet plan for blood
type O excludes milk,
cheese, yogurt, and ice
cream. If you crave
dairy, alternatives like
almond milk, coconut
yogurt, or goat cheese
may be tried sparingly,
but the diet generally
recommends avoiding
them altogether.

RECOMMENDED
FOODS FOR A
BLOOD TYPE O
DIET

When planning a diet

for Type O, focus on
nutrient-dense, whole
foods that align with
the hunter ancestry.
Below is a
comprehensive list of
beneficial foods:

Animal
Proteins

¢ Red meat: Beef,
lamb, venison,
and buffalo are
excellent
choices. They are
rich in iron,
vitamin B12, and
zinc, which
support energy
and immunity.

e Poultry:
Chicken, turkey,
and duck are
good
alternatives, but
they are not as
beneficial as red
meat for Type O.
Avoid farmed
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chicken if
possible.

e Fish and
seafood: Cod,
halibut,
mackerel,
salmon, sardines,
and tuna are
strongly
recommended.
They provide
omega-3 fatty
acids that reduce
inflammation.

Vegetabl
es

Type O individuals
benefit from leafy
green vegetables,

cruciferous vegetables,
and seaweed. These
help with alkalizing the
body and providing
essential vitamins and
minerals. Best options
include:

» Kale, spinach,
Swiss chard

e Broccoli,
cauliflower,
Brussels sprouts

e Kelp, nori, and
other sea
vegetables

e Onions, garlic,
and leeks

 Artichokes and
beets

Fruits

The diet plan for
blood type O
encourages fruits that
are low in sugar and
high in antioxidants.
Top picks are:

e Plums, prunes,
figs

e Blueberries,
blackberries,
raspberries

e Cherries, apples,
pears

e Pineapple
(contains
bromelain, an
anti-
inflammatory



enzyme)

Avoid oranges,
tangerines,
strawberries, and
melons as they may
cause stomach upset
in Type O individuals.

Grains
and
Legumes

These are generally
limited. Small amounts
of sprouted grains or
gluten-free grains are
allowed:

e Buckwheat,
amaranth,
quinoa, and
millet

e Brown rice, wild
rice (in
moderation)

e Legumes: Small
amounts of
adzuki beans,
black-eyed peas,

and pinto beans
may be
tolerated, but
avoid lentils and
kidney beans.

Oils and
Fats

Olive oil, flaxseed oil,
and walnut oil are
excellent choices.
Avoid corn oil,
cottonseed oil, and
peanut oil, as they may
contribute to
inflammation.

FOODS TO AVOID
ON A BLOOD TYPE
O DIET

Equally important is
knowing what to
eliminate. The
following foods are
considered problematic
for Type O individuals
and may cause weight
gain, digestive issues,
or other health
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concerns:

e Wheat and

gluten grains:
Bread, pasta,
cereal, and
baked goods
made from
wheat, spelt, or
kamut.

All dairy
products: Milk,
cheese, yogurt,
butter, and ice
cream (except
occasional goat
cheese).
Legumes:
Kidney beans,
lentils,
chickpeas, and
peanuts. These
contain lectins
that may bind to
blood cells and
cause
agglutination.
Cruciferous
vegetables in
excess: While
cabbage and
cauliflower are
allowed, avoid

overconsumption
as they can slow
thyroid function
in Type O.
Certain fruits:
Oranges,
strawberries,
melons, and
bananas are
believed to
irritate the
digestive tract.
Corn and corn
products:
Contributes to
inflammation and
weight gain.
Caffeine and
alcohol: Coffee
and black tea
may increase
stomach acid too
much; red wine
in moderation is
sometimes
allowed.

SAMPLE MEAL
IDEAS FOR A
BLOOD TYPE O



To help you get started
with your diet plan
for blood type O,
here are sample meals
that align with the
recommendations:

Breakfast

e Scrambled eggs
with spinach and
onions cooked in
olive oil

¢ Side of fresh
blueberries and a
handful of
almonds

e Herbal tea
(peppermint or
ginger) instead
of coffee

Lunch

¢ Grilled chicken
breast over a
bed of mixed
greens with
cucumber,
avocado, and

olive DIET
vinaigrette

e Small portion of
quinoa or sweet
potato

Dinner

* Broiled salmon
with steamed
broccoli and
roasted beets

e Drizzle with
lemon and
flaxseed oil

Snacks

» A few dried figs
or prunes

e Celery sticks with
almond butter
(ensure no added
sugar)

e Bone broth
(excellent for gut
health and
minerals)

LIFESTYLE
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RECOMMENDATI®N cortisol

S FOR BLOOD TYPE

o)

The diet is only one
component. D'Adamo
also emphasizes
specific exercise
patterns for Type O.

Due to their hunter
nature, Type O
individuals benefit from
intense physical
activity:

e Aerobic
exercises:
Running, jogging,
brisk walking,
cycling

e High-intensity
interval training
(HIT)

e Martial arts,
boxing, or
swimming

e Cross-training or
weight lifting

Stress management is
also critical. Type O
people tend to hold
onto stress, which can

imbalances.
Techniques like deep
breathing, meditation,
and adequate sleep
should be part of the
routine.

SCIENTIFIC
PERSPECTIVE AND
CONSIDERATIONS

It's important to note
that the Blood Type
Diet is controversial.
Several studies have
failed to find
conclusive evidence
that blood type
determines dietary
needs. A 2013 review
in the American Journal
of Clinical Nutrition
concluded that there
was no scientific basis
for the diet. However,
some benefits may
come from the diet's
emphasis on whole
foods and elimination
of processed items.
Many people feel
better simply because



they cut out sugar,
refined grains, and
dairy. Therefore, the
diet plan for blood
type O can be useful
as a starting point for a
healthier lifestyle, but
it should not replace
personalized medical
advice.

If you have specific
health conditions (e.g.,
diabetes, kidney
disease, or
autoimmune
disorders), consult a
registered dietitian
before making major
changes. They can help
adapt the plan to your
individual needs while
ensuring you get all
necessary nutrients.

CONCLUSION

The diet plan for
blood type O is built
on the idea that your
ancestry and genetics
influence how you
digest and utilize
foods. By focusing on
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lean animal proteins,
plenty of vegetables,
and limited grains and
dairy, many Type O
individuals find
improved energy,
weight management,
and digestive comfort.
While the scientific
community remains
skeptical, the plan's
emphasis on whole
foods and elimination
of processed junk is a
universal

recommendation.
Whether you follow it
strictly or use it as a
guideline, listening to
your body and
monitoring how you
feel after eating is the
most important
principle.

Remember, no single
diet works for
everyone. Experiment,
keep a food journal,
and consult with a
healthcare provider to
create a sustainable
eating pattern that
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supports your unique needs.
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