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INTRODUCTION: THE
ENCHANTING WORLD OF JOE
HISAISHI ON PIANO

There are few composers in the world
whose music can transport you to
another realm with just a few notes. Joe
Hisaishi, the legendary Japanese
composer and conductor, has achieved
this feat countless times through his
iconic film scores, most notably in
collaboration with Studio Ghibli. For
pianists, capturing the delicate emotion
and soaring melodies of his music on the
keyboard is a deeply rewarding
experience. The Joe Hisaishi Piano
Collection Piano Solo Sheet Music
Scores Book serves as the definitive
gateway into this magical soundscape.
Whether you are a lifelong fan of his film
work or a pianist searching for
expressive and technically satisfying
repertoire, this collection offers an
unparalleled opportunity to connect with
some of the most beloved instrumental
music of our time.

In this article, we will explore everything
you need to know about this essential
sheet music volume. We will delve into
who Joe Hisaishi is, what makes this
specific collection unique, the iconic
pieces included, and why it has become
a staple for pianists around the world.
From the wistful notes of "One Summer's

Day" to the triumphant crescendos of
"Merry-Go-Round of Life," this book is a
treasure trove of musical storytelling. Let
us embark on a journey through the
pages of the Joe Hisaishi Piano
Collection Piano Solo Sheet Music
Scores Book and discover why it
continues to inspire players of all levels.

WHO IS JOE HISAISHI? THE
MAESTRO BEHIND THE MELODIES

Before diving into the sheet music itself,
it is important to understand the genius
behind the compositions. Born Mamoru
Fujisawa in Nagano, Japan, in 1950, Joe
Hisaishi adopted his professional name
as a tribute to the American composer
and arranger Quincy Jones ("Hisaishi"
being the Japanese pronunciation of
"Quincy"). He emerged as a leading
figure in contemporary Japanese music
during the 1980s, but his career-defining
moment came when he began
collaborating with Hayao Miyazaki and
Studio Ghibli.

Their partnership has produced some of
the most memorable animated films in
history, including *My Neighbor Totoro*,
*Spirited Away*, *Princess Mononoke*,
and *Howl's Moving Castle*. Hisaishi's
music is characterized by its minimalist
roots, lush orchestration, and an
uncanny ability to evoke a wide range of
emotions—from childlike wonder to
profound sadness. His compositions are
not merely background music; they are
integral to the narrative, often becoming
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characters in their own right.

Beyond Ghibli, Hisaishi has also scored
films by renowned directors like Takeshi
Kitano (*Kikujiro*, *Hana-bi*) and has
written concert works, including
symphonies and piano suites. His
influence on instrumental music is
immense, inspiring a generation of
pianists, composers, and listeners
worldwide. The Joe Hisaishi Piano
Collection Piano Solo Sheet Music
Scores Book distills the essence of his
vast career into a single, playable
volume for the piano.

WHAT IS THE JOE HISAISHI PIANO
COLLECTION PIANO SOLO SHEET
MUSIC SCORES BOOK?

The Joe Hisaishi Piano Collection
Piano Solo Sheet Music Scores Book
is a carefully curated anthology of
Hisaishi's most celebrated pieces,
arranged specifically for solo piano.
Published by Yamaha Music Media (and
other official publishers depending on
the edition), this book has become the
go-to resource for pianists who wish to
perform Hisaishi's music authentically.
Unlike simplified arrangements found in
miscellaneous online sources, this official
collection is transcribed directly from
Hisaishi's original scores, ensuring that
the harmonic richness, rhythmic nuance,
and emotional depth of the music are
preserved.

What the Book
Typically
Contains

Depending on the specific edition (Part
1, Part 2, or a complete collection), the

book generally includes between 15 and
30 pieces. It covers a wide chronological
span, from early works like "The Wind of
Life" to later masterpieces from films like
*The Wind Rises* and *The Boy and the
Heron*. The music is presented in
standard piano solo notation, with clear
articulation, dynamic markings, and
pedal indications. Most editions also
include a preface or notes from the
composer, offering insight into his
creative process.

Who is It For?

This collection is designed for
intermediate to advanced pianists. While
some pieces are accessible to dedicated
lower-intermediate players, many
require a solid command of technique,
including  fluent scale passages,
arpeggios, and dynamic control. The
music demands not only technical
proficiency but also a deep sense of
musicality and expression. For serious
students and professional pianists, this
book represents the authentic standard
for performing Hisaishi's work.

WHY THIS SHEET MUSIC BOOK IS
A MUST-HAVE FOR PIANISTS

There are countless reasons why the Joe
Hisaishi Piano Collection Piano Solo
Sheet Music Scores Book occupies a
special place on the shelves of pianists
worldwide. Here are some of the key
benefits:

e Authenticity: As mentioned,
these are official, composer-
approved arrangements. You are
playing the music exactly as Joe
Hisaishi intended for the piano.

* Emotional Connection: Hisaishi's
music is deeply emotional. Playing
these pieces allows you to form a
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personal connection with the
stories and characters of the films
they represent.

e Technical Development: The
pieces in this collection are
excellent for developing specific
pianistic skills, including voicing,
pedaling, and dynamic contrast.
They serve as beautiful etudes for
musical expression.

e Repertoire Value: Hisaishi's
music is incredibly popular in
recitals, competitions, and casual
performances. Having this
collection provides you with a
versatile set of pieces that
audiences almost universally love.

 Inspiration: For many pianists,
playing Hisaishi's music is a source
of joy and inspiration. The
melodies are so memorable and
harmonically rich that they can
reignite a passion for practicing
and performing.

EXPLORING THE TRACKLIST:
ICONIC PIECES YOU WILL FIND

One of the most exciting aspects of the
Joe Hisaishi Piano Collection Piano
Solo Sheet Music Scores Book is the
stellar selection of pieces. While the
exact tracklist varies by edition, you can
almost always expect to find the
following masterpieces:

From Studio
Ghibli Classics

e One Summer's Day (from
*Spirited Away*): Perhaps
Hisaishi's most iconic piano piece.
Its gentle, pentatonic opening and
heartfelt melody make it a rite of
passage for many pianists. The

sheet music captures every
delicate nuance.

e Merry-Go-Round of Life (from
*Howl's Moving Castle*): A
challenging but immensely
rewarding waltz. The piece
requires fluidity and a strong
sense of rubato. It is a true
showpiece for the intermediate-
advanced player.

e My Neighbor Totoro (Main
Theme): A cheerful, upbeat piece
that perfectly captures the spirit of
childhood. It is more accessible for
intermediate players and always
brings a smile.

e The Legend of Ashitaka (from
*Princess Mononoke*): A
powerful, dramatic piece with a
sweeping orchestral feel. The
piano arrangement retains its epic
scope, requiring full control of the
instrument's dynamic range.

* Reprise (from *Spirited
Away*): The closing theme of the
film, offering a more melancholic
and reflective counterpart to "One
Summer's Day."

From Hisaishi's
Other Works

e Summer (from *Kikujiro*): One
of Hisaishi's most cheerful and
rhythmic compositions. It features
a catchy, syncopated melody that
is a joy to play and instantly
recognizable.

e The Rain (from *Kikujiro*): A
poignant, slow piece that
showcases Hisaishi's minimalist
style. It is deceptively simple but
requires great sensitivity.

e Asian Dream Song: A standalone



concert piece full of lyrical beauty
and technical flourishes. It is a
favorite among advanced pianists.

Many editions also include pieces from
*The Wind Rises*, *Ponyo on the Cliff by
the Sea*, *The Tale of the Princess
Kaguya*, and *The Boy and the Heron*.

THE MUSICAL AND EMOTIONAL
DEPTH OF HISAISHI'S
COMPOSITIONS

What sets Hisaishi apart from many
other film composers is his unique
harmonic language. He masterfully
blends elements of Japanese traditional
music (such as pentatonic scales) with
Western classical harmony, minimalism,
and even pop sensibilities. The result is a
sound that feels both ancient and
modern, familiar and ethereal.

Playing from the Joe Hisaishi Piano
Collection Piano Solo Sheet Music
Scores Book allows you to explore this
harmonic world in depth. You will notice
his use of open fifths, suspended chords,
and unexpected modulations that create
a sense of floating or yearning. The
music is rarely about technical fireworks;
instead, it is about atmosphere,
storytelling, and emotional truth. Each
phrase must be shaped with care, and
each silence is as important as each
note.

For the pianist, this presents a wonderful
challenge. You must learn to control the
delicate balance between melody and
accompaniment, often within the same
hand. You must develop a sensitive
touch for soft, resonant playing, as well
as the ability to build powerful,
orchestral climaxes. In essence,
Hisaishi's music teaches you to become
a more expressive and thoughtful

musician.

TIPS FOR PLAYING HISAISHI'S
MUSIC FROM THE PIANO
COLLECTION

If you have recently acquired the Joe
Hisaishi Piano Collection Piano Solo
Sheet Music Scores Book, here are
some practical tips to help you get the
most out of your practice:

1. Listen First: Before playing a
single note, listen to Hisaishi's
original recordings (available on
streaming platforms). Pay
attention to tempo, phrasing, and
emotional arc. Your goal is not just
to copy the notes but to recreate
the feeling.

2. Focus on Pedaling: Hisaishi's
sound relies heavily on the sustain
pedal to create a wash of
resonance. Experiment with half-
pedaling and flutter pedaling to
achieve clarity without losing the
atmosphere.

3. Voicing is Key: In many pieces,
the melody lies in the top voice of
the right hand, but there is often
harmonic content in the same
hand. Practice bringing out the
melody while keeping the inner
voices softer.

4. Embrace Rubato: Hisaishi's
music breathes. Do not feel
constrained by a strict metronome.
Allow the music to ebb and flow
naturally, speeding up slightly in
exciting passages and slowing
down in tender moments.

5. Start Slowly: Pieces like "Merry-
Go-Round of Life" and "The Legend
of Ashitaka" are technically
demanding. Break them into
manageable
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