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INTRODUCTION: A
SPOOKY
ADVENTURE FOR
YOUNG READERS

For  early  readers who
love a mix of mystery,
friendship, and a touch
of  the  supernatural,
Eva Sees A Ghost A
Branches  Book  Owl
Diaries  2  delivers  an
engaging  and  age-
appropriate  story  that
keeps children turning
pages.  Wr i t ten  by
Rebecca  Elliott,  this
second  installment  in
t h e  b e l o v e d  O w l

D i a r i e s  s e r i e s
c o n t i n u e s  t h e
adventures  of  Eva
Wingdale,  a  charming
and  enthusiastic  owl
w h o  n a v i g a t e s
everyday  challenges
with  creativity  and
h e a r t .  I n  t h i s
i n s t a l l m e n t ,  E v a
believes she has seen
a ghost near her home
in  Treetop ington,
setting  off  a  chain  of
events  that  blends
h u m o r ,  p r o b l e m -
solving, and gentle life
lessons.  The  book  is
part  of  Scholastic’s
Branches series, which
is  specifically  designed
to help young readers
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transition from leveled
readers  to  chapter
books. With its colorful
illustrations, accessible
v o c a b u l a r y ,  a n d
relatable  characters,
Eva Sees A Ghost A
Branches  Book  Owl
Diaries 2 has become
a  favo r i t e  among
children,  parents,  and
educators alike.

OVERVIEW OF THE
PLOT IN EVA SEES
A GHOST

The  story  begins  with
E v a  a n d  h e r  b e s t
friend, Lucy, enjoying a
t y p i c a l  d a y  i n
T r e e t o p i n g t o n .
Everything  changes
w h e n  E v a  s p o t s
something  eerie  near
an old tree—a glowing,
ghostly  figure.
Convinced that she has
seen a real ghost, Eva
b e c o m e s  b o t h
frightened and curious.
S h e  d e c i d e s  t o
i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e

mystery with the help
of  her  f r iends  and
c l a s s m a t e s .
Throughout  the  book,
readers  follow  Eva  as
she  interviews  other
owls,  gathers  clues,
and tries to understand
what  the  ghost  might
be. The plot moves at a
steady  pace,  offering
just  enough  suspense
to keep young readers
engaged  w i thou t
b e c o m i n g
overwhelming.  By  the
end  of  the  story,  Eva
discovers  that  the
ghost is  not what she
thought  i t  was—a
revelation that teaches
her  (and  readers)  an
important lesson about
jumping to conclusions
and letting fear get the
best of us.
The story is structured
as a diary, with entries
written by Eva herself.
This format makes the
narrative feel personal
a n d  i m m e d i a t e ,
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drawing  readers  into
Eva’s  thoughts  and
feelings.  Each  diary
entry  is  accompanied
b y  f u l l - c o l o r
illustrations  that  bring
the  characters  and
their world to life. The
combination  of  text
a n d  v i s u a l s  i s
particularly  effective
for  emerging  readers
who  still  benefit  from
picture  support.  Eva
S e e s  A  G h o s t  A
Branches  Book  Owl
Diaries 2 also includes
features  like  speech
bubb les ,  l abe led
diagrams,  and  playful
fonts  that  add  to  the
reading  experience
without  overwhelming
the  text.

THE BRANCHES
BOOK SERIES:
DESIGNED FOR
GROWING
READERS

Scholastic’s  Branches
series was created with

a  specific  purpose:  to
help  children  who are
ready to move beyond
picture  books  but  not
yet  ready  for  dense
chapter  books.  These
books  include  short
chap te r s ,  s imp le
vocabulary, and plenty
of illustrations on every
page.  Eva  Sees  A
Ghost  A  Branches
Book Owl Diaries 2 is
a  perfect  example  of
this  approach.  The
Branches  formula
allows children to build
reading  stamina  and
confidence  while  still
enjoying  a  complete
story  arc.
One of the strengths of
the Branches series is
its  variety.  Whether  a
child  enjoys  fantasy,
humor,  mystery,  or
school stories, there is
likely a Branches book
that  fits  their  interest.
The Owl Diaries series,
in  particular,  focuses
o n  e m o t i o n a l
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intelligence  and  social
dynamics, making it  a
s t rong  cho ice  fo r
classroom libraries and
home  reading.  The
series also encourages
children  to  keep  their
own diaries, which can
be a powerful  tool  for
developing  writing
s k i l l s  a n d  s e l f -
expression.  Because
the books are designed
to  be  read  in  order,
children  often  feel
i n v e s t e d  i n  t h e
characters  and  eager
to  see  what  happens
next.

Why Owl
Diaries
Stands
Out

Among
Branches
Books
While  there  are  many
excellent  series  within
the Branches line,  the
Owl Diaries series has
earned a special place
in the hearts of young
r e a d e r s .  T h e
characters  are diverse
in  personal i ty  and
appearance,  yet  they
face  challenges  that
a r e  u n i v e r s a l  t o
childhood—navigating
f r i e n d s h i p s ,
overcoming fears,  and
learning to be honest.
The  diary  format  also
gives  Eva  a  distinct
vo ice  that  i s  both
a u t h e n t i c  a n d
endearing.  She  is  not
perfect;  she  makes
mistakes,  overreacts,
and  sometimes  jumps
to conclusions. But she
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always  t r ies  to  do
better,  making  her  a
relatable role model for
children.
In Eva Sees A Ghost
A  Branches  Book
Owl  Diaries  2,  Eva’s
character  growth  is
especially evident. She
b e g i n s  t h e  s t o r y
consumed  by  fear  of
the  ghost,  but  by  the
end,  she  learns  to
approach  mysteries
w i t h  a  c a l m  a n d
curious  mind.  This
t ransformat ion  i s
handled  gently  and
without  heavy-handed
moralizing,  allowing
readers  to  absorb  the
lesson naturally.

MAIN CHARACTERS
IN EVA SEES A
GHOST

The  book  features  a
cast of  owl characters
w h o  e a c h  b r i n g
something  unique  to
the  story:

Eva Wingdale –
The protagonist
and narrator. Eva
is creative,
energetic, and
sometimes a
little dramatic.
She loves to
write, decorate,
and spend time
with her friends.
Her bold
personality
makes her
adventures
exciting to
follow.
Lucy – Eva’s
best friend. Lucy
is more cautious
and level-headed
than Eva, often
serving as a
grounding
influence. She
supports Eva’s
investigations
but also
encourages her
to think critically.
Bea – Another
close friend who
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adds a bit of
humor and
silliness to the
group. Bea’s
enthusiasm
sometimes leads
to
misunderstandin
gs, but she
always means
well.
Mr. Owl – Eva’s
teacher and
mentor. He is
patient and wise,
offering gentle
guidance that
helps Eva and
her friends solve
problems on
their own.
Merlin – A new
character
introduced in this
book. He is a
fellow owl who
has his own
theories about
the ghost, adding
a fresh dynamic
to the group.

Each character is given

enough personality and
screen time to feel fully
developed, even within
the  constraints  of  an
early  chapter  book.
T h i s  d e p t h  h e l p s
children  connect  with
the  characters  and
c a r e  a b o u t  t h e
outcomes  of  the i r
adventures.

Character
Develop
ment
Across
the
Series
One of the pleasures of
reading  a  series  like
Owl Diaries is watching
the  characters  grow
and change over time.
In Eva Sees A Ghost
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A  Branches  Book
Owl  Diaries  2,  Eva
learns  to  manage  her
fear  and  to  trust  her
f r i ends .  She  a l so
discovers  that  things
are  not  always  what
they  seem—a  classic
lesson  that  resonates
with children who may
be  navigating  their
own  anxieties  about
the  unknown.
T h e  s u p p o r t i n g
characters  also  get
moments  to  shine.
Lucy,  for  example,
shows  bravery  in  a
different way than Eva,
and  the  book  honors
that  quiet  courage.
Bea’s  comic  re l ief
never feels forced, and
Mr.  Owl’s  wisdom  is
delivered in a way that
feels  earned  rather
than  preachy.  This
balance  of  character
moments  and  p lot
progression  is  one  of
the  reasons  the  Owl
Diaries series works so

wel l  for  i t s  target
audience.

THEMES AND LIFE
LESSONS IN THE
STORY

B e n e a t h  i t s
l i gh thea r ted  and
spooky  surface,  Eva
S e e s  A  G h o s t  A
Branches  Book  Owl
Diaries  2  explores
several  meaningful
themes:

Overcoming1.
Fear – Eva
learns that fear
can be managed
and that
confronting it is
often the best
way to overcome
it. The ghost
turns out to be a
harmless,
explainable
phenomenon,
which teaches
Eve that not
everything scary
is dangerous.
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Curiosity and2.
Investigation –
The book
encourages a
scientific
approach to the
unknown.
Instead of simply
being scared,
Eva and her
friends gather
evidence, ask
questions, and
test their
theories.
Friendship and3.
Collaboration –
Eva could not
have solved the
mystery alone.
The story
emphasizes the
importance of
working together
and valuing each
person’s unique
contributions.
Emotional4.
Honesty – Eva’s
diary entries
allow readers to
see her honest

emotions,
including
embarrassment
after she realizes
she was wrong.
This models
healthy
emotional
expression for
children.
Critical5.
Thinking – The
narrative
encourages
children to think
before acting
and to consider
multiple
explanations for
puzzling events.

These  themes  are
woven  naturally  into
the  story  rather  than
being  presented  as
separate lessons. As a
result,  children absorb
them  through  the
c h a r a c t e r s ’
experiences,  making
the  messages  more
lasting and meaningful.
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WHY THIS BOOK IS
PERFECT FOR
EARLY READERS

Eva Sees A Ghost A
Branches  Book  Owl
D i a r i e s  2  i s
specifically  tailored  for
children in grades K-2
w h o  a r e  b u i l d i n g
reading independence.
Several  features make
it  especially  effective
for  this  age  group:

Large, Clear
Font – The text
is easy to read,
with plenty of
spacing between
lines and words.
Rich
Illustrations –
Every page
includes colorful,
engaging artwork
that supports
comprehension
and makes the
story more
immersive.
Short Chapters
– The book is

divided into
manageable
chapters, making
it easy for
children to pause
and resume
reading without
losing track of
the plot.
Repetition of
Key Vocabulary
– Words like
“ghost,”
“mystery,” and
“friend” appear
multiple times,
reinforcing
learning and
building sight
word recognition.
Age-
Appropriate
Conflicts – The
problems Eva
faces are
understandable
to young children
and are resolved
in ways that feel
satisfying but not
simplistic.
High-Interest
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Content – The
ghost theme is
mildly spooky
but not terrifying,
making it a safe
entry point for
children who
enjoy a little
thrill.

Because  the  book  is
p a r t  o f  a  s e r i e s ,
children who enjoy this
installment  can  move
on  to  Eva’s  Treetop
Festival ,  Eva’s  Big
Sleepover,  and  many
other Owl Diaries titles.
This sense of continuity
can  motivate  children
to  keep  reading  and
grow their skills.

Tips for
Parents
and

Educators
Using
This Book
F o r  p a r e n t s  a n d
teachers looking to get
the  most  out  of  Eva
S e e s  A  G h o s t  A
Branches  Book  Owl
Diaries  2,  consider
these  strategies:

Read Aloud
Together – The
diary format
lends itself well
to expressive
reading. Try
different voices
for each
character to
make the story
come alive.
Discuss the
Mystery – Ask
children what
they think the
ghost might be
before the
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reveal. This
encourages
prediction and
inference skills.
Connect to
Personal
Experience –
Encourage
children to share
a time when they
were scared of
something that
turned out to be
harmless.
Encourage
Journaling –
After reading,
invite children to
start their own
diaries. They can
write about their
own “mysteries”
or simply record
their daily
adventures.
Use the
Illustrations –
Have children
describe what
they see in the
pictures or retell
the story using

only the images.
This builds visual
literacy and oral
language skills.

COMPARISON
WITH OTHER
BOOKS IN THE
OWL DIARIES
SERIES

The Owl Diaries series
currently  includes
many  t i t les ,  each
focusing  on  a  different
aspect  of  Eva’s  life.
Eva Sees A Ghost A
Branches  Book  Owl
Diaries  2  is  notable
f o r  i t s  m y s t e r y
element,  which sets it
apart  from  the  more
everyday adventures in
books  like  Eva’s  Big
Sleepover  or  Eva’s
Campfire  Adventure.
The suspenseful tone is
balanced by the series’
characteristic  humor
a n d  w a r m t h .  F o r
children  who  enjoy
spooky  themes  in  a
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safe context, this book
is a standout entry.
In  terms  of  reading
level,  the  books  are
consistent,  so children
who have read the first
b o o k  w i l l  b e
comfortable  with  the
vocabulary and pacing
of  the  second.  The
i l lus t ra t ions  a l so
maintain  the  same
style  throughout  the
series,  which  helps
young  readers  feel  at
home in Treetopington.
One  advantage  o f
reading  the  books  in
order  is  that  children

c a n  f o l l o w  E v a ’ s
ongoing  relationships
a n d  s e e  h o w  h e r
experiences  build  on
each  other.

A Note on
the
Branches
Format
It  is  worth mentioning
that  the  Branches
series is not just about
reading


