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INTRODUCTION: A MYSTERIOUS
TRAIN FROM MID-WORLD

For readers deeply immersed in Stephen
King's sprawling multiverse, few artifacts
are as intriguing as the children's book
Charlie the Choo-Choo. This seemingly
simple story about a friendly locomotive
carries a weight far beyond its pages. It
is a key that unlocks doors between
worlds, a piece of metafiction that blurs
the line between our reality and the
fictional realm of Mid-World. In the vast
tapestry of The Dark Tower series,
Charlie the Choo-Choo is not just a
train—it is a symbol, a warning, and a
subtle thread connecting the saga's
many layers. Understanding this book
within a book enriches the reader's
journey through King's magnum opus,
revealing hidden depths and narrative
sleight of hand.

Whether you are a seasoned Tower
Junkie or a newcomer to the path of the
Beam, exploring the origins and
meanings of Charlie the Choo-Choo
from the world of the Dark Tower
offers a fascinating glimpse into how
King constructs his interconnected
universe. This article will delve into the
fictional book's creation, its role in the
Dark Tower narrative, its real-world
publication, and the thematic echoes it
sends through King's other works.

THE ORIGIN OF CHARLIE THE
CHOO-CHOO: A FICTIONAL BOOK
WITH A REAL PAST

Within the Dark Tower series, Charlie
the Choo-Choo is presented as a
children's book written by one Beryl
Evans, a character who appears briefly
in the tetralogy. The protagonist of the
series, Roland Deschain, and his ka-tet
encounter the book in a bookstore in the
city of Lud—a decaying urban landscape
along the path of the Beam. The book is
described as a short, brightly illustrated
story about a train engine named Charlie
who is sad because he is old and
unwanted. However, as the story
unfolds, Charlie proves his worth by
helping a young boy named Bob,
ultimately becoming a hero.

In reality, Stephen King himself wrote
Charlie the Choo-Choo under the pen
name Beryl Evans. The book was
published in 2016 as a standalone
hardcover, complete with illustrations by
Ned Dameron. This metatextual trick
mirrors King's earlier pseudonymous
works and serves to deepen the
immersion in his fantasy world. Readers
who pick up the physical book are
essentially holding a piece of the Dark
Tower universe in their hands—a
tangible link to Roland's journey. The
real-world publication was a clever
marketing and storytelling move,
allowing fans to own a piece of Mid-
World lore.
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THE SOy Within
the Story: A
Summary of
Charlie the Choo-
Choo

The narrative of Charlie the Choo-
Choo is deceptively simple. It follows the
titular train, an old steam locomotive
that has been retired to a siding. Charlie
is lonely and fears he will never be
useful again. One day, a young boy
named Bob discovers Charlie and
convinces him to come out of retirement
to transport important documents to the
city. Along the way, Charlie faces
obstacles, including a washed-out
bridge, but with determination and a
little help from Bob, he succeeds. The
story ends with Charlie being welcomed
back into service, his spirit reignited.

However, the tone of the book within the
Dark Tower series is darker than its real-
world counterpart. Characters in the
series note that the illustrations seem
unsettling, with Charlie's eyes appearing
too knowing or even malevolent. This
duality is central to understanding the
book's purpose: what seems like a
heartwarming tale on the surface hides a
deeper, more ominous message. For
readers familiar with the Dark Tower, the
parallels to Blaine the Mono—a
dangerous, insane train that the ka-tet
must outwit—are unmistakable. The
friendly Charlie is a facade, a sanitized
version of the monstrous trains that rule
the tracks of Mid-World.

TOWER SERIES: MORE THAN A
CHILDREN'S STORY

In the fourth volume of the series,
Wizard and Glass, the character of
Charlie the Choo-Choo is introduced
as a clue. The book is found by Eddie
Dean and Susannah Dean in a dusty
shop in Lud. They initially dismiss it as a
harmless artifact, but Roland recognizes
its importance. The book contains coded
information that helps the ka-tet
navigate the dangerous city and
ultimately find a way to cross the
Wastelands. The story's moral—that an
old, forgotten engine can still be of
use—parallels the journey of Roland
himself, an aging gunslinger on a quest
that many believe is futile.

Moreover, the book serves as a
commentary on the nature of storytelling
within the Dark Tower multiverse. King
often explores how stories shape reality,
and Charlie the Choo-Choo is a prime
example. It is a narrative that exists in
multiple worlds, each with its own
version. In our world, it is a charming
children's book. In Roland's world, it is a
cryptic guide. This layering reinforces
the theme of the multiverse and the idea
that truth is relative to the world one
inhabits.

Blaine the Mono
and Charlie: Twin
Trains of Tragedy

The most direct connection between
Charlie the Choo-Choo and the Dark
Tower series is through Blaine the Mono.
Blaine is a high-speed train that runs on
a monorail system through the

2 Charlie The Choo Choo From The World Of The Dark Tower

2023-12-17



Charlie The Choo Choo From The World Of The Dark Tower 3

Wastelands. Unlike Charlie, Blaine is
intelligent, psychotic, and deeply violent.
He traps the ka-tet aboard his train,
forcing them to solve riddles to avoid
death. The juxtaposition of the gentle
Charlie and the murderous Blaine
highlights a central theme: the
corruption of once-useful technology. In
King's post-apocalyptic world, machines
have become dangerous, twisted by
time and the breaking of the Beam.

Some fans have theorized that Charlie is
a primitive ancestor of Blaine—a simpler,
more innocent version before the fall of
civilization. Others see Charlie as a
deliberate lie, a propaganda piece meant
to pacify children and hide the truth
about the trains of Lud. Regardless of
interpretation, the two characters form a
binary opposition that enriches the
narrative. The book itself becomes a key
piece of evidence in understanding the
history of Mid-World.

REAL-WORLD PUBLICATION AND
RECEPTION: A BOOK FOR TOWER
JUNKIES

When Stephen King announced that he
would release a real-life version of
Charlie the Choo-Choo, it sparked
excitement among fans. The 2016
edition, illustrated by Ned Dameron, was
published by Simon & Schuster under
the name Beryl Evans. The book was
marketed as a stand-alone children's
story, but its true audience was adult
readers of the Dark Tower. The
illustrations are deliberately retro,
evoking classic children's books from the
mid-20th century, yet they contain
subtle nods to the series—such as doors
shaped like the ones in the Dark Tower
that open into different worlds.

The reception was mixed. Many fans
appreciated the metafictional gimmick

and the chance to own a piece of the
Tower lore. Critics noted that the story
itself is charming but unremarkable as a
children's book. However, its value lies in
its context. For those who have walked
the path of the Beam, opening Charlie
the Choo-Choo is like finding a
forgotten diary from a beloved
adventure. It is a collectible, a
conversation piece, and a testament to
King's willingness to blur the boundaries
between his stories and reality.

Connections to
Other Stephen
King Works

One of the hallmarks of Stephen King's
writing is the deep interconnection
between his books. Charlie the Choo-
Choo from the world of the Dark
Tower is no exception. The train
appears or is referenced in other works,
such as The Stand and It, where
characters mention a strange children's
book about a train. These Easter eggs
reward attentive readers and solidify the
idea of a shared universe. The book's
author, Beryl Evans, is also mentioned in
passing in King's novel The
Tommyknockers, suggesting that she
exists in multiple timelines.

Furthermore, the theme of a sentient
train recurs in King's short story "The
Little Sisters of Eluria," which features a
train-track ghost story. The symbolism of
trains as vehicles of fate—carrying
characters toward their destinies—is a
constant in King's work. Charlie the
Choo-Choo is the purest, most innocent
expression of that symbol, while Blaine
is its dark reflection.



THEMES AND SYMBOLISM: THE
ENGINE OF INNOCENCE AND
DARKNESS

At its core, Charlie the Choo-Choo is
about redemption and the value of the
old. In a world obsessed with the new
and the fast, the story champions
perseverance and loyalty. But within the
Dark Tower context, it also speaks to the
idea that stories themselves can be tools
of salvation or deception. The book is a
Rosetta Stone for the ka-tet, teaching
them that even in a broken world, the
old ways—Ilike riddles, kindness, and
teamwork—still hold power.

The train itself symbolizes the journey,
the Beam, and the inexorable movement
toward the Tower. Charlie is a contrast
to the monstrous Blaine, but both are
engines that carry passengers toward
their fate. The book's presence in Lud, a
city that has lost its way, suggests that
the innocence of childhood is a fragile
antidote to despair. The ka-tet must
learn to read between the lines, to see
the darkness lurking behind the cheerful
illustrations—a lesson for all readers of
King.

Why the Book
Matters to Fans

For many fans, finding a copy of Charlie
the Choo-Choo in a bookstore is a
magical experience. It is a tangible
connection to the obsessive, labyrinthine

world that King has built over decades.
The book is a conversation starter
among the Dark Tower community—a
shared reference point that deepens the
sense of camaraderie. It also reinforces
the idea that the Dark Tower series
rewards close reading and attention to
detail. Every seemingly trivial artifact
has weight.

The book's status as a collectible has
also made it a sought-after item. First
editions with the original illustrations are
prized by collectors. Some fans have
even used the book as a prop in
pilgrimages to locations mentioned in
the series, like the real-life location of
the city of Lud (inspired by the ruins of
the old world).

CONCLUSION: THE CHOO-CHOO
THAT KEEPS ON RUNNING

Charlie the Choo-Choo from the
world of the Dark Tower is far more
than a footnote in Stephen King's epic. It
is a story within a story, a bridge
between our reality and the fiction of
Mid-World. Its gentle exterior hides
layers of meaning that only reveal
themselves to those who have traveled
the long path with Roland Deschain.
Whether seen as a clue, a symbol, or a
simple children's tale, Charlie endures as
a reminder that even the most
unassuming things can hold great
power. So if you ever come across a
dusty copy of a book about a friendly
train, take a closer look. You might just
find a key to another world.
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