Mission San Fernando Rey De Espana Facts 1

Mission San
Fernando Rey De
Espana Facts

Mission San
Fernando
Rey De
Espana Facts

INTRODUCTION: A
GLIMPSE INTO THE
PAST OF MISSION

SAN FERNANDO

Downloaded from

www.everybodystreet.com
by Boyer & Hezekiah

Nestled in the heart of
the San Fernando
Valley, the Mission San
Fernando Rey de
Espafia stands as a
powerful monument to
California's rich
colonial heritage. As
the 17th of the 21
Spanish missions
established in Alta
California, this mission
offers a unique window
into the past, blending

architectural beauty,
religious history, and
the complex story of
cultural exchange. For
history enthusiasts,
architecture lovers,
and curious travelers
alike, exploring the
mission is a journey
back to the 18th and
19th centuries. This
article will take you
through a
comprehensive fact-
finding tour,
uncovering the most
important and
fascinating Mission
San Fernando Rey
de Espana facts,
from its founding and
architectural marvels


https://www.everybodystreet.com/

to its daily life,
secularization, and
modern-day legacy.

Often called the

"Mission of the Valley,"
this site is more than
just an old church; it is
a living museum that
tells the story of
California's
transformation.
Whether you are
planning a visit,
working on a school
project, or simply have
a deep curiosity about
the Golden State's
origins, understanding
the key details of this
mission will enrich your
knowledge. We will
explore its founder, its

unique "convento"
wing, its role in the
local indigenous

community, and the
challenges it faced
during the Mexican and
American periods. So,
let us step back in time

behind one of
California's most
significant historical
landmarks.

THE FOUNDING
AND ORIGINAL
PURPOSE

Establishi
ng the
17th
Mission

The Mission San
Fernando Rey de
Espafa was founded
on September 8, 1797,
by Father Fermin
Lasuén, who had
succeeded the
legendary Father
Junipero Serra as the
leader of the California
mission chain. This
founding date places it

and uncover the in the later wave of
remarkable story mission expansion. The
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location was
strategically chosen in
the fertile San

Fernando Valley, which
was then the territory
of the Tataviam and
Tongva peoples. The
primary goal, like all
missions, was twofold:
to spread Catholicism
to the indigenous
population and to
secure Spanish claims
to the land through
permanent
settlements. The
mission was named in
honor of Saint
Ferdinand lll, the 13th-
century King of Castile
and Ledn, a testament
to the Spanish crown's
deep religious and
political ties.

A Hub for
Conversio

n and
Agricultur
e

Upon its founding, the
mission quickly
became a central hub
for the local Native
Americans, known as
the "Fernandefo"
people. The
missionaries aimed to
teach them European
farming techniques,
animal husbandry, and
various trades. The
Mission San
Fernando Rey de
Espana facts include
a vast agricultural
operation that
supported thousands of
people. At its peak, the
mission's lands
stretched for miles,
encompassing

vineyards, olive
groves, wheat fields,
and pastures for cattle,



sheep, and horses. This
self-sufficient economy
was the backbone of
the mission's success
and provided for the

neophytes (baptized
natives) and the
soldiers stationed

there. The mission
complex itself was
designed to be a
microcosm of Spanish

society, with the
church at its center,
surrounded by
workshops, living
quarters, and
storerooms.

One of the most
amazing facts about
this particular mission
is its remarkable water
system. The padres
engineered an intricate
aqueduct system,
using gravity to divert
water from the nearby
Los Angeles River (and
local springs) to
irrigate the fields and
provide for the daily
needs of the

community. Remnants
of this system can still
be seen today, a
testament to their
engineering ingenuity.

ARCHITECTURAL
MARVELS AND
UNIQUE FEATURES

The
Longest
Convento
in the
Mission
System

Perhaps the most
distinguishing physical
feature of the Mission
San Fernando is its
massive, two-story
convento (the friars'
living quarters and
administrative
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building). This
structure is famously
known as the longest
freestanding adobe
building in California.
Measuring over 243
feet in length, its
prominent arcade of 20
arched columns
creates a striking,
sprawling facade. This
"Long Building" was
not just for housing the
priests; it also served
as a hotel and
government office after
the mission era. One of
the most iconic
Mission San
Fernando Rey de
Espana facts is that
this convento was the
main guest center for
travelers on the El
Camino Real. Famous
figures like General
John C. Frémont
reportedly stayed here
during the Mexican-
American War.

The
Church
and Its
lconic
Architect
ure

The current mission
church, built between
1802 and 1806,
replaced an earlier,
smaller structure.
Designed in the classic
California mission
style, it features a thick
adobe wall, a long
nave, and a simple yet
elegant facade. The
architectural design is
a blend of Spanish,
Moorish, and Native
American influences.
The campanario (bell
wall) holds four bells,
each with its own



name and history.
Inside, the church is
decorated with original
frescoes and a reredos
(altar screen).
Unfortunately, the
original bell tower was
destroyed in the
devastating 1812
earthquake and was
never fully rebuilt to its
former height. Instead,
the current bell wall
was constructed to
house the heavy bells
more safely.

One of the most
charming features of
the site is the beautiful
courtyard garden. This
serene space, centered
around a fountain, was
designed to provide a
peaceful retreat for the
padres. Today, it is a
popular spot for
visitors to reflect on
the mission's long
history, surrounded by
lush vegetation,
including historic roses
and pomegranate

trees.

DAILY LIFE,
COMMUNITY, AND
CHALLENGES

The
Neophyte
Experienc
e

Life at the mission was
strictly regimented for
the Native American
converts. The day
began with sunrise
mass followed by a
breakfast of atole (a
corn-based porridge).
The men worked in the
fields, while women
engaged in weaving,
spinning wool, and
cooking. Children were
taught Spanish and
Catholic doctrine.
While the missions
provided food, shelter,
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and protection from
hostile tribes, they also
forcibly changed the
Native American way
of life, disrupting
traditional cultures,
languages, and
spiritual practices. This
is a complex and often
painful aspect of the
Mission San
Fernando Rey de
Espana facts that is
important to
acknowledge. The
population at the
mission fluctuated,
reaching a peak of
around 1,000 to 1,600
neophytes in the early
1800s.

Greatest
Challenge
S:

Earthqua
kes and
Decline

The mission faced
numerous hardships.
The 1812 earthquake
severely damaged the
church and other
structures. Then, a
devastating drought in
the 1820s wiped out
vast herds of cattle,
leading to famine and
a sharp decline in the
population. But the

most significant
challenge came with
the Mexican

secularization of the
missions in 1834. The
Mexican government,
having gained
independence from
Spain, passed laws to
break up the mission
lands and distribute
them to private
citizens. The Mission



San Fernando was
secularized, its vast
holdings were sold off,
and the remaining
native people were
sent away. The once-
thriving community
was abandoned and
fell into a state of
decay. The church was
used for storage and
even as a stable for
livestock. For the next
40 years, the beautiful
mission lay in ruins, its
tiles removed, its
adobe walls melting
back into the earth.

THE MISSION IN
THE 20TH AND
21ST CENTURIES

Restorati
on and
the Birth

of a
Landmark

The story of the
mission's revival is a
testament to the power
of historical
preservation. In the
late 19th and early
20th centuries, a
growing appreciation
for California's heritage
emerged. The
Landmarks Club,
founded by Charles
Fletcher Lummis, and
later the Catholic
Church, began the
arduous process of
restoration. The most
dramatic restoration
occurred between
1896 and 1906 under
the direction of Father
Joseph J. O'Keefe. The
iconic convento was
rebuilt and restored.
The church was
structurally reinforced
and carefully
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renovated to reflect its
original appearance.
Today, the mission
functions as a parish
church for the local
Catholic community
and as a museum,
welcoming thousands
of tourists and school
groups each year. One
of the most rewarding
Mission San
Fernando Rey de
Espana facts is that it
is now a National
Historic Landmark and
a key stop on the
California Mission Trail.

Visiting
the
Mission
Today

For anyone visiting, the
mission offers a
comprehensive look at
its past. You can walk

through the peaceful
cemetery (campo
santo), which holds the
remains of early
settlers and Native
Americans. The
museum houses a
fascinating collection
of artifacts, including
vestments, tools,
furniture, and paintings
from the mission
period. A highlight is
the beautiful wooden
statue of Saint
Ferdinand, which was
brought from Spain.
The qift shop offers
books and local crafts.
The address is 15151
San Fernando Mission
Blvd, Mission Hills, CA.
It is open daily for self-
guided tours. The
feeling of stepping into
the quiet, cool interior
of the chapel, away
from the modern
bustle of Los Angeles,
is a profound
experience.



FASCINATING
FACTS AND
FIGURES AT A
GLANCE

e Founding Date:
September 8,
1797

* Founder: Father
Fermin Lasuén

* Namesake:
Saint Ferdinand
11, King of Castile
and Ledn

* Native
American
Group: Tataviam
and Tongva
(Fernandeno)

¢ Current Status:
Active Catholic
parish and
museum

e National
Historic
Landmark:
Designated in
1960

¢ Key Feature:
Longest free-
standing adobe
building (the

convento)

* Significant
Event:
Earthquake in
1812 destroyed
the original bell
tower

The Bells
of Mission
San

Fernando

The four bells in the
campanario each have
a name: San Fernando,
San Antonia, San Luis,
and San Francisco.
They were cast in
Mexico and brought to
the mission in the early
1800s. They were used
to mark the hours of
the day, call people to
mass, and announce
deaths or celebrations.
One of the most
touching Mission San
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Fernando Rey de
Espana facts is that
one of the original bells
was cracked for many
years and only recently
replaced with a replica.
The original cracked
bell is now on display
inside the museum.

CONCLUSION: A
LIVING LEGACY

In conclusion, the
Mission San Fernando
Rey de Espafa is far
more than a collection
of old buildings; it is a
chronicle of California's
soul. From its
ambitious founding by
Father Lasuén to its
rich agricultural
economy, its near-
destruction after
secularization, and its
meticulous restoration,
every stone and beam
tells a story. The
Mission San
Fernando Rey de

11

Espana facts we have
explored reveal a place
of immense historical
complexity,
architectural wonder,
and spiritual
significance. Whether
you are drawn by the
striking architecture of
the long convento, the
serenity of the garden,
or the deep history of
the people who lived
and worked here, this
mission offers a
powerful and direct
connection to the past.
It stands today not just
as a monument, but as
a living, breathing part
of the community,
reminding us of the
enduring power of
faith, history, and the
human spirit. A visit
here is a journey into
the heart of early
California, an
experience that is both
educational and deeply
moving.



