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AN INTRODUCTION TO THE
MAGICAL WORLD OF NARNIA

For  generations,  readers  have stepped
through the back of a wardrobe and into
a world of talking animals, epic battles,
and  profound  moral  lessons.  The
Chronicles of Narnia, a seven-book series
by C.S. Lewis, remains one of the most
beloved and enduring works of children's
literature. But the question What Is The
Chronicles Of Narnia About extends far
beyond a simple plot summary. It  is a
story  of  courage,  redemption,  sacrifice,
and the eternal struggle between good
and  evil,  wrapped  in  the  guise  of  a
fantasy adventure. More than just a tale
for children, it is a layered narrative that
has captivated adults and scholars alike
with  its  rich  symbolism,  theological
depth, and timeless characters. To truly
answer What Is The Chronicles Of Narnia
About,  we  must  journey  through  its
creation, its core themes, and its lasting
impact on literature and culture.

THE CREATION OF NARNIA: WHO
WAS C.S. LEWIS?

To understand What Is The Chronicles Of
Narnia About, it helps to know the man
behind the stories. Clive Staples Lewis,
known  as  Jack  to  his  friends,  was  a
Br i t ish  wr i ter ,  scholar ,  and  lay
theologian.  He  was  a  close  friend  of
J.R.R. Tolkien, and both were members

of  the  informal  Oxford  literary  group
known  as  the  Inklings.  Lewis  was  a
prolific author, but Narnia emerged from
a  specific  place  in  his  heart.  He  once
wrote  that  all  his  books  began  with
pictures in his mind. The image of a faun
carrying  an  umbrella  and parcels  in  a
snowy wood came to him when he was
about 16 years old. Later, the idea of a
world entered through a wardrobe took
shape.  Lewis  wrote  the  series  to
entertain  his  goddaughter,  but  he
infused it with his deep Christian faith,
classical  mythology,  and  a  powerful
sense of wonder. The result was a series
that  is  both  deeply  entertaining  and
spiritually resonant.

A SUMMARY OF THE SEVEN
BOOKS IN THE SERIES

The  Chronicles  of  Narnia  comprises
seven books. The most common reading
order,  and  the  one  that  follows  the
internal  timeline  of  the  world,  begins
with The Magician’s  Nephew and ends
with The Last Battle. Here is a brief look
at each volume and what it contributes
to the overarching narrative.

The Magician’s
Nephew (The
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Beginning)
This  prequel  tells  the  story  of  the
creation of Narnia. It follows Digory Kirke
and Polly Plummer as they are tricked
into  traveling  between  worlds  by
Digory’s  uncle,  a  flawed  magician.  They
witness  the  great  lion,  Aslan,  sing
Narnia  into  existence.  This  book
establishes the origin of the White Witch,
the  magic  of  the  Wood  between  the
Worlds, and the very nature of good and
evil in that universe.

The Lion, the
Witch and the
Wardrobe (The
Most Famous
Entry)
This is the book most readers start with,
and for  good reason.  It  introduces the
four  Pevensie  children—Peter,  Susan,
Edmund, and Lucy—who are evacuated
from London  during  World  War  II  and
sent to a country house. Lucy discovers
a  wardrobe  that  leads  to  the  land  of
Narnia, which is under the curse of the
White Witch, who has made it "always
winter  and  never  Christmas."  The
children fulfill a prophecy to become the
kings  and  queens  of  Narnia,  with  the
help  of  Aslan,  who  sacrifices  himself  to
save the traitor Edmund and ultimately
defeats the Witch in a great battle.

The Horse and
His Boy
Set  during  the  Golden  Age  of  Narnia
(when  the  Pevensies  rule),  this  story
follows  a  boy  named  Shasta  and  a
talking  horse  named  Bree.  They  flee
from the harsh land of Calormen toward
Narnia.  The  narrative  is  a  classic
adventure of escape, mistaken identity,
and destiny, and it explores themes of
humility, faith, and divine providence.

Prince Caspian
The Pevensie children are called back to
Narnia,  only  to  find  that  centuries  have
passed.  The land is  now ruled  by  the
Telmarines, who have suppressed magic
and the old Narnian creatures of myth.
Prince Caspian, the rightful heir to the
throne, must rally the Old Narnians to
fight  against  his  evil  uncle,  King  Miraz.
The  story  is  about  faith  when  Aslan
seems  absent,  and  the  importance  of
restoring the true spirit of a land.

The Voyage of
the Dawn
Treader
In  this  story,  Edmund and Lucy,  along
with  their  unpleasant  cousin  Eustace
Scrubb, travel to Narnia. They join King
Caspian on a sea voyage to the edge of
the  world.  They  encounter  enchanted
islands, sea serpents, and slavers. The
journey is  a spiritual  and moral  quest,
where  characters  face  their  inner  flaws.
Eustace’s  transformation  from  a  selfish
boy  into  a  dragon  and  his  eventual
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redemption by Aslan is one of the most
powerful allegories in the series.

The Silver Chair
Jill Pole and Eustace are sent to Narnia
by  Aslan  on  a  mission  to  find  Prince
Rilian, Caspian’s missing son. They are
guided by the Marsh-wiggle Puddleglum,
a  famously  pessimistic  but  incredibly
brave character. Their quest takes them
deep into  the  underworld,  where  they
must  break an enchantment  and save
the prince from the Lady of the Green
Kirtle. The story emphasizes obedience,
perseverance, and trusting in the signs
Aslan gives.

The Last Battle
(The Final
Chapter)
The  final  book  is  the  most  complex  and
theologically dense. It depicts the end of
Narnia.  An  ape  named  Shift  tricks  a
donkey  into  impersonating  Aslan,
leading to chaos, war, and the ultimate
destruction  of  the  world.  The  book
confronts  themes  of  deception,  faith,
and  the  final  judgment.  The  true
Narnians—including  all  the  major
c h a r a c t e r s  w h o  h a v e  d i e d  o r
disappeared  in  earlier  books—enter  a
new,  beautiful  Narnia,  which  is  a
representation  of  heaven  or  paradise.

THE CORE THEMES: WHAT DOES
NARNIA REALLY MEAN?

When asking, What Is The Chronicles Of
Narnia About,  it  is  essential  to look at
the  deeper  themes  that  run  through
every  book.  Lewis  was  never  subtle
about his intentions. He wanted to show

the story of  Christianity in a way that
would be accessible to children.

Christian
Allegory and
Theology
The  most  prominent  theme  is  that  of
salvation.  Aslan  is  a  Christ-figure.  He  is
the son of the Emperor-Over-the-Sea. He
sacrifices  his  life  to  save  Edmund  (a
sinner) from the Witch (Satan), and he is
resurrected on a stone table (an altar).
This is a direct parallel to the crucifixion
and resurrection of Jesus. The creation of
Narnia in The Magician's Nephew mirrors
the  Genesis  creation  story.  The  Last
Battle is an apocalyptic vision of the end
times  and  final  judgment.  However,
Lewis never lets the allegory overwhelm
the story. The narrative works beautifully
even for readers who do not pick up on
the religious symbolism.

Good Versus Evil
This is the most fundamental and classic
theme.  In  Narnia,  good  is  not  always
obvious, and evil is often seductive. The
White  Witch  offers  Turkish  Delight  (a
powerful  metaphor  for  temptation  and
addiction). The Lady of the Green Kirtle
offers  comfort  and  security  in  an
underground  world.  The  heroes  must
learn  to  resist  easy  pleasures  and
temptations  to  do  what  is  right.  The
battles in Narnia are never just physical;
they are deeply moral.
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Sacrifice and
Redemption
Aslan’s  sacrifice  for  Edmund  is  the
central emotional and spiritual act of the
entire  series.  It  teaches  that  love  is
act ive  and  cost ly.  Furthermore,
redemption is found in many characters.
Edmund begins as a traitor but becomes
a wise and just king. Eustace starts as a
selfish  bully  but  becomes  a  hero.
Puddleglum  overcomes  his  natural
gloom to inspire courage. The message
is clear: no one is beyond saving, and
change  is  possible  through  grace  and
effort.

The Importance
of Courage and
Faith
The children are consistently called to be
brave. They are not superhuman; they
are  scared,  confused,  and  sometimes
wrong. But they learn to trust Aslan even
when  they  cannot  see  him.  Prince
Caspian  and  the  Voyage  of  the  Dawn
Treader are particularly focused on this
idea of faith in a world that has forgotten
magic  and  the  divine.  The  characters
must act with courage even when there
is no evidence of success.

THE ENDURING APPEAL OF
NARNIA

Why  does  the  series  continue  to
resonate? Why do readers still ask What
Is The Chronicles Of Narnia About and
find  new  answers?  The  appeal  is
multifaceted.  First,  the world is  simply

enchanting. The idea of a world hidden
in a wardrobe is universally appealing.
Second,  the  characters  are  relatable.
They  are  not  perfect  knights  but  flawed
children who grow into their roles. Third,
the  stories  are  thrilling.  There  are
battles,  quests,  magic,  and  mystery.
Finally,  the  themes  are  profound  but
p resented  s imp ly .  A  ch i l d  can
understand the sorrow of Aslan’s death
and the joy of his resurrection. An adult
can appreciate the complex theological
and philosophical questions raised in The
Last Battle.
Narnia  offers  a  vision  of  a  world  where
good ultimately triumphs, where loyalty
is  rewarded,  and  where  the  deepest
magic  of  love  and  sacrifice  holds  the
universe together. In a world that often
feels chaotic and uncertain, this vision is
not  just  entertaining;  it  is  deeply
comforting.

A GUIDE TO THE KEY
CHARACTERS AND CREATURES

To fully grasp What Is The Chronicles Of
Narnia About, meeting its key players is
essential.

Aslan: The great Lion, creator of
Narnia, and the true king. He is
wise, kind, terrifying, and just. He
is not a tame lion, but he is always
good.
The Pevensie Children: Peter
(the High King, brave and noble),
Susan (gentle but later distracted
by growing up), Edmund (the
traitor redeemed who becomes
wise), and Lucy (the most faithful
and the one who discovers Narnia
first).
Digory Kirke: The boy from The
Magician's Nephew who becomes
the Professor in The Lion, the
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Witch and the Wardrobe. He is a
link between our world and Narnia.
Eustace Scrubb: A cousin of the
Pevensies who starts as a
detestable, modern, spoiled child
and undergoes the most dramatic
transformation in the series.
Puddleglum: The Marsh-wiggle.
An eternal pessimist who is always
right about the dangers, but who
possesses the most resilient
courage of any character in the
series. He is a fan favorite for good
reason.
The White Witch (Jadis): The
villain of The Lion, the Witch and
the Wardrobe and The Magician's
Nephew. She represents evil,
temptation, and tyranny.
Reepicheep: The valiant talking
mouse who dreams of reaching
Aslan’s country at the edge of the
world. He embodies chivalry,
honor, and unquenchable hope.

READING ORDER:
CHRONOLOGICAL VS.
PUBLICATION

There is a long-standing debate among
fans  about  the  best  way  to  read  the
series. Does it matter for understanding

What Is The Chronicles Of Narnia About?
Publication  Order  (The  way  most
original readers experienced it):

The Lion, the Witch and the1.
Wardrobe (1950)
Prince Caspian (1951)2.
The Voyage of the Dawn Treader3.
(1952)
The Silver Chair (1953)4.
The Horse and His Boy (1954)5.
The Magician’s Nephew (1955)6.
The Last Battle (1956)7.

Chronological  Order  (The  internal
timeline  of  Narnia):

The Magician’s Nephew (Creation)1.
The Lion, the Witch and the2.
Wardrobe
The Horse and His Boy3.
Prince Caspian4.
The Voyage of the Dawn Treader5.
The Silver Chair6.
The Last Battle (Apocalypse)7.

The chronological order is now popular
because it aligns the story with Lewis’s
grand vision of  a  complete cycle from
creation to end. However, many purists
argue that reading The Lion, the Witch
and the Ward


