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UNDERSTANDING
THE HOME FRONT:
A GUIDED
READING OF
CHAPTER 19
SECTION 3 THE
WAR AT HOME

W h e n  s t u d y i n g
American  history,  few
p e r i o d s  a r e  a s
transformative  as  the
World War I era. While
the  battles  overseas
capture headlines,  the
real  story  of  how  a
nation  transformed
itself  is  often  found

closer to home. This is
p r e c i s e l y  w h a t
Chapter 19 Section 3
The  War  At  Home
Guided  Reading
seeks to  explore.  This
s e c t i o n  o f  y o u r
tex tbook  opens  a
w i n d o w  o n t o  t h e
sweep ing  soc i a l ,
economic, and political
changes that reshaped
the  Un i ted  States
between  1917  and
1918. For students and
history  enthusiasts
alike,  mastering  this
c o n t e n t  m e a n s
understanding  how
modern  America  was
forged  on  the  home
front .  Th is  art ic le
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s e r v e s  a s  y o u r
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
companion,  breaking
d o w n  e v e r y  k e y
concept,  major  figure,
a n d  l a s t i n g
consequence  found
within  this  crit ical
chapter.

Why the
Home
Front
Matters:
Setting
the Stage
for
Chapter

19
Section 3
Before  diving  into  the
guided  reading,  it  is
essential to grasp why
the  home  front  is  so
significant.  The  United
States  entered  World
War I in April 1917, and
the nation was woefully
unp repa red  f o r  a
modern, global conflict.
Mobilizing  millions  of
soldiers  was  only  half
t h e  b a t t l e .  T h e
government  also  had
t o  m o b i l i z e  t h e
e c o n o m y ,  p u b l i c
opinion,  and the  daily
lives  of  every  citizen.
Chapter 19 Section 3
The  War  At  Home
Guided  Reading
covers  exactly  how
President  Woodrow
W i l s o n  a n d  h i s
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n
accomplished  this
monumental  task.  The
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l e s s o n s  h e r e  a r e
f o u n d a t i o n a l  f o r
understanding  later
conflicts, such as World
War  II  and  the  Cold
W a r ,  w h e r e
government power and
individual rights would
a g a i n  c o m e  i n t o
tension.

Key
Concept:
Mobilizing
the
Economy
for Total
War
One  of  the  first  major
topics  your  guided
reading  will  cover  is
economic mobilization.
The United States had

t o  t r a n s f o r m  a
peacetime  economy
into a wartime machine
almost  overnight.  This
was not a simple task.
Industries had to retool
their factories, farmers
had to increase output,
and  transportation
networks  had  to  be
reorganized.

THE ROLE OF THE
WAR INDUSTRIES
BOARD (WIB)
The  War  Industries
Board,  led by Bernard
Baruch, was the central
agency responsible for
coo rd ina t i ng  the
product ion  of  war
materials. The WIB did
not  directly  control
industries;  instead,  it
used  its  authority  to
set  priorities,  allocate
raw  materials,  and
standardize  products.
For  example,  the  WIB
ordered  factories  to
stop producing civilian
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a u t o m o b i l e s  a n d
instead produce tanks,
trucks,  and  artillery.
This  was  a  massive
sh i f t  in  industr ia l
po l i cy .  When  you
review  Chapter  19
Section  3  The  War
At  Home  Guided
Reading,  pay  close
attention  to  how  the
WIB  exemplified  the
expansion  of  federal
power into the private
sector.

THE FOOD
ADMINISTRATION
AND HERBERT
HOOVER

Another  essent ia l
agency  was  the  Food
Administration, headed
by  Herbert  Hoover.
Hoover  believed  in
voluntary  compliance
rather  than  outright
rationing. He launched
c a m p a i g n s
encouraging Americans
to  observe  "Meatless

M o n d a y s "  a n d
" W h e a t l e s s
Wednesdays."  Victory
gardens  sprang  up
across the country, and
families  learned  to
conserve food so  that
more could be sent to
the  troops  overseas.
T h i s  c o n c e p t  o f
voluntary  sacrifice  is  a
recurring theme in the
guided  reading.  I t
shows  how  patriotism
was  harnessed  to
achieve national  goals
without  heavy-handed
government mandates.

Financing
the War:
Liberty
Bonds
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and
Taxes
A nation cannot fight a
war  without  money.
W o r l d  W a r  I  w a s
e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y
expensive,  costing the
United States over $30
billion.  To  raise  these
funds, the government
employed  two  main
strategies:  borrowing
and taxation. Chapter
19  Section  3  The
War At Home Guided
Reading will detail the
L i b e r t y  B o n d
campaigns, which were
essentially government
l o a n s  s o l d  t o  t h e
public.  Celebrities,
movie stars, and even
Boy  Scouts  promoted
the bonds. Posters with
dramat ic  imagery
encouraged citizens to
"Buy Bonds" to support
the doughboys.
Simultaneously,  the

government  raised
taxes through the War
Revenue Act.  This  act
increased  income  tax
rates  and  introduced
new  excise  taxes  on
luxury  goods.  For  the
first  time,  the  federal
income tax  became a
significant  source  of
revenue.  Students
should note how these
financial  measures
created a  lasting shift
in  how  the  federal
government funded its
operations,  a  point
frequently  emphasized
in the guided reading.

Shaping
Public
Opinion:
The
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Committe
e on
Public
Informati

on
Mobilizing the economy
was  only  part  of  the
c h a l l e n g e .  T h e
gove rnment  a l so
needed to mobilize the
hearts  and  minds  of
the  American  people.
This  task  fell  to  the
Committee  on  Public
Information  (CPI),  led
by  journalist  George
Creel. The CPI is one of
the  most  fascinating
subjects  in  Chapter
19  Section  3  The
War At Home Guided
Reading  because  it
represents  the  first
l a r g e - s c a l e
g o v e r n m e n t

propaganda  effort  in
American  history.

PROPAGANDA
TECHNIQUES AND
"FOUR-MINUTE
MEN"
The  CPI  used  every
available  medium  to
promote the war effort.
They produced posters,
pamphlets, and motion
pictures.  They  placed
advert isements  in
n e w s p a p e r s  a n d
magazines.  Perhaps
most  famously,  they
recruited a network of
75 ,000  vo lunteer
speakers  known  as
"Four-Minute  Men."
These  speakers  would
give  short,  emotional
speeches  at  movie
theaters,  churches,
a n d  c o m m u n i t y
gather ings .  The i r
message  was  simple:
support  the  war,  buy
bonds, and report any
suspicious activity.
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T h e  C P I  a l s o
aggressively  portrayed
the German enemy in
a  n e g a t i v e  l i g h t .
German  culture  was
attacked;  schools
stopped  teaching  the
German language, and
s a u e r k r a u t  w a s
renamed  " l i be r ty
cabbage." This intense
propaganda  campaign
successfully unified the
country,  but  it  also
created  a  climate  of
s u s p i c i o n  a n d
intolerance. The guided
reading will ask you to
weigh  these  positive
a n d  n e g a t i v e
consequences.

Social
Changes
and the

Great
Migration
World War I acted as a
powerful  engine  of
social  change.  With
millions of men drafted
in to  the  mi l i ta ry ,
factories  faced  severe
labor  shortages.  This
created unprecedented
opportunities  for  two
groups  in  particular:
women  and  African
Americans.

WOMEN ENTER THE
WORKFORCE

Women  stepped  into
r o l e s  t h a t  h a d
p r e v i o u s l y  b e e n
reserved for men. They
worked  as  rai lroad
conductors,  streetcar
operators,  and  factory
workers.  They  built
sh i p s  and  l oaded
m u n i t i o n s .  T h i s
contribution did not go
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unnoticed.  President
Wilson explicitly linked
the  service  of  women
to  the  fight  for
suffrage.  In  1920,  the
19 th  Amendment
granted  women  the
right to vote. Chapter
19  Section  3  The
War At Home Guided
Reading  will  l ikely
highlight  this  direct
connection  between
wartime  service  and
political empowerment.

THE GREAT
NORTHWARD
MIGRATION

For African Americans,
the  war  accelerated
the  Great  Migration.
African  Americans  in
the  rural  South  faced
Jim  Crow  segregation,
economic  exploitation,
and  racial  violence.
T h e  p r o m i s e  o f
indus t r ia l  j obs  in
Northern  cities  like
Chicago,  Detroit,  and

P i t t s b u r g h  d r e w
hundreds of thousands
north.  This  massive
demographic  shift
changed  the  cultural
and political landscape
of  the  United  States.
However, it also led to
racial  tensions,  as
w h i t e  w o r k e r s
sometimes  resented
the  new  competition
for  jobs  and  housing.
The  race  riots  that
erupted  in  East  St.
Lou is  in  1917  and
Chicago  in  1919  are
stark reminders of this
conflict.

Suppressi
ng
Dissent:
The
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Limits of
Patriotis

m
No  guided  reading  of
Chapter 19 Section 3
The  War  At  Home
would  be  complete
without examining the
darker  s ide  of  the
home front experience.
The same government
t h a t  e n c o u r a g e d
voluntary  sacrifice  also
used  i t s  power  to
silence opposition. The
Espionage Act of 1917
and the Sedition Act of
1918 made it  a crime
to  interfere  with  the
draft  or  to  speak  out
a g a i n s t  t h e
government.

THE CASE OF
EUGENE V. DEBS

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
famous  v ict ims  of

these laws was Eugene
V. Debs, the leader of
the  Socialist  Party.
Debs gave a speech in
1918 criticizing the war
and  warning  that  the
working  c lass  was
being  forced  to  fight  a
rich man's war. He was
arrested,  convicted,
and  sentenced  to  ten
years  in  prison.  The
Supreme Court upheld
his  conviction  in  the
case of Debs v. United
States. This case, along
with Schenck v. United
States, established the
"clear  and  present
danger"  test,  which
limited  free  speech
during  wartime.  Your
guided reading will ask
you  to  consider  the
ba lance  be tween
national  security  and
civil liberties, a debate
that  continues  to  this
day.

ANTI-GERMAN
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HYSTERIA AND
NATIVISM

The war also unleashed
a wave of anti-German
sentiment.  German
A m e r i c a n s  f a c e d
discrimination  and
harassment.  Some
were beaten by mobs;
others  were  forced  to
buy  bonds  to  prove
their  loyalty.  German-
language  newspapers
were  shut  down,  and
G e r m a n  m u s i c ,
including the works of
Beethoven  and  Bach,
w a s  b a n n e d  f r o m
concert  hal ls.  This
nativist  reaction  is  a
sobering  example  of
how  fear  can  erode
tolerance.

The
Influenza

Pandemic
of 1918
An  often-overlooked
aspect of Chapter 19
Section  3  The  War
At  Home  Guided
Reading is the impact
of  the  1918  influenza
pandemic.  This  global
health  crisis  ki l led
more people  than the
war itself. In the United
States,  military  camps
were  particularly  hard
hit.  Soldiers  crowded
into  barracks  and
transports,  creating
ideal conditions for the
virus  to  spread.  The
pandemic  devastated
c o m m u n i t i e s ,
o v e r w h e l m e d
h o s p i t a l s ,  a n d
disrupted  daily  life.
Schools,  theaters,  and
churches  were  closed.
Public gatherings were
banned.  This  part  of
the  guided  reading
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provides  a  poignant
reminder  that  the
home  f ron t  f aced
threats beyond enemy
action.

Labor
Unrest
and the
Rise of
Unions
Wartime  mobilization
also  empowered  the
labo r  movement .
Factories  operated  at
fu l l  capac i ty ,  and
workers  were  in  high
demand.  This  gave
unions,  such  as  the
American Federation of
Labor  (AFL),  significant
leverage.  Membership
in unions grew rapidly
d u r i n g  t h e  w a r .
Workers  demanded
higher  wages,  shorter

hours ,  and  bet ter
working  conditions.
However,  the  end  of
the war brought a swift
backlash.  Employers
sought  to  rol l  back
gains,  leading  to  a
wave  of  s t r ikes  in
1919,  including  the
Boston  Police  Strike
and  the  Steel  Strike.
The guided reading will
help you connect these
events  to  the broader
theme  o f  pos twar
adjustment.

Postwar
Adjustme
nts: The
Cost of
the War
As the guns fell  silent
in November 1918, the
United States faced the
c o m p l e x  t a s k  o f
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demobilization. Millions
of  soldiers  returned
home looking for work.
Government  contracts
were  cancelled,  and
factories  shut  down.
The economy slid into
a  sha rp  bu t  sho r t
recession. The wartime
unity that had held the
count ry  together
began  to  fray.  Racial
t e n s i o n s ,  l a b o r
conflicts,  and  a  fear  of
radicalism  known  as
t h e  " R e d  S c a r e "
d o m i n a t e d  t h e
immediate  postwar
years.  Chapter  19
Section  3  The  War
At  Home  Guided
Reading  typical ly
concludes  with  this
uneasy transition from
war to peace.

How to

Master
This
Guided
Reading
To get the most out of
your study, here are a
few  practical  tips  for
w o r k i n g  t h r o u g h
Chapter 19 Section 3
The  War  At  Home
Guided Reading :

Identify the
main themes:
Look for the
central tension
between liberty
and security,
between
voluntary
sacrifice and
government
coercion.
Create a
timeline: Map
out the key
events from April
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1917 to the end
of 1919. This will
help you see how
the home front
changed over
time.
Analyze
primary
sources: Many
guided readings
include excerpts
from speeches,
laws, or
propaganda
posters. Ask
yourself: Who
created this
source? Why?
What is the
intended
audience?
Connect to
today: Consider
how the debates
over civil
liberties during
World War I
relate to modern
debates over
surveillance,
security, and free
speech.

Use vocabulary
lists: Key terms
like
mobilization,
propaganda,
dissent,
sedition, and
demobilization
are central to
this chapter. Be
sure you can
define and use
them.

Conclusio
n: The
Legacy of
the Home
Front
The period covered by
Chapter 19 Section 3
The  War  At  Home
Guided  Reading  is
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
consequen t i a l  i n
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American  history.  It
shows  how  a  nation
can mobilize its entire
p o p u l a t i o n  f o r  a
massive undertaking. It
reveals  the  strengths
of American society: its
industrial  capacity,  its
spirit  of  volunteerism,
and  its  adaptability.
But it also reveals the
w e a k n e s s e s :  t h e
intolerance for dissent,
the  prejudice  against
minorities,  and  the
fragility of civil liberties
in  times  of  crisis.  By

studying  this  chapter
carefully, you gain not
j u s t  h i s t o r i c a l
knowledge  but  also  a
deeper  understanding
of  the  trade-offs  and
c h a l l e n g e s  t h a t
a c c o m p a n y  a n y
national  emergency.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
preparing for an exam
or  simply  seeking  to
understand  how  the
United  States  became
a  global  power,  this
guided  reading  is  an
invaluable  resource.
Take  your  time,


