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MASTERING THE
FIRST GOSPEL:
YOUR GUIDE TO
MATTHEW BIBLE
QUIZ BOWL
QUESTIONS AND
ANSWERS

The Gospel of Matthew
stands  as  one  of  the
most  profound  and
structurally  significant
b o o k s  i n  t h e  N e w
T e s t a m e n t .  F o r
participants  in  Bible
Q u i z  B o w l
competitions,  Matthew
offers a rich tapestry of
teachings,  parables,

m i r a c l e s ,  a n d
genealogies  that  test
b o t h  r e c a l l  a n d
c o m p r e h e n s i o n .
Whether  you  are  a
seasoned  competitor
o r  a  n e w c o m e r
preparing  for  your  first
tournament, mastering
Matthew  Bible  Quiz
Bowl Questions And
Answers  is  essential
for success. This article
p r o v i d e s  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e ,
chapter -by-chapter
guide  to  the  types  of
quest ions  you  can
expect,  along  with
strategies for studying
effectively  and
a n s w e r i n g  w i t h
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confidence.
Matthew  was  written
primarily  for  a  Jewish
audience,  emphasizing
Jesus as the promised
Messiah and King. This
theo log ica l  ang le
p r o d u c e s  u n i q u e
questions  that  often
r e f e r e n c e  O l d
Testament  prophecies
and  their  fulfillment.
Understanding  this
framework will  elevate
your performance from
simple memorization to
genuine  insight—a
distinction  that  judges
and  moderators  often
reward.

WHY THE GOSPEL
OF MATTHEW IS A
QUIZ BOWL
STAPLE

Quiz  Bowl  organizers
frequent ly  turn  to
Matthew because of its
orderly  structure.  The
Gospel  is  divided  into
five  major  discourses,

mirroring  the  five
books  of  the  Torah,
which gives it a natural
flow  for  question
d e s i g n .  C o m m o n
c a t e g o r i e s  f o r
Matthew  Bible  Quiz
Bowl Questions And
Answers  include  the
Beatitudes,  the  Lord's
Prayer,  the  Parable  of
the  Sower,  the  Great
Commission,  and  the
detailed  account  of
Christ's  passion  and
resurrection.
Additionally,  Matthew
contains  memorable
n u m e r i c a l
patterns—such  as  10
miracles,  12  disciples,
and  7  parab les  in
chapter 13 alone—that
l e n d  t h e m s e l v e s
perfectly  to  question
formats. You will often
s e e  p r o m p t s  l i k e
"Name  the  number
of...",  "Which  chapter
contains...", or "Identify
the  speaker  of  this
verse."  Mastery  of
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these  patterns  gives
you a significant edge.

FOUNDATIONAL
CONTENT: THE
BIRTH AND EARLY
YEARS (CHAPTERS
1–4)

Questions  from  the
opening  chapters  of
Matthew  frequently
center on genealogies,
prophecies,  and  the
infancy  narrative.  A
typical Matthew Bible
Quiz Bowl Questions
And  Answers  set
might  ask:

Question: How
many
generations are
listed from
Abraham to
David in
Matthew's
genealogy?
Answer:
Fourteen
generations.
Question: Who
visited the infant

Jesus bearing
gifts of gold,
frankincense,
and myrrh?
Answer: The
Magi (or wise
men from the
East).
Question:
Which Old
Testament
prophet is
quoted in
Matthew 2:6
regarding
Bethlehem?
Answer: Micah
(Micah 5:2).
Question: What
specific
command did the
angel give Joseph
in a dream after
the Magi left?
Answer: To flee
to Egypt with
Mary and the
child.

N o t e  h o w  t h e s e
questions  test  both
direct facts and cross-
references.  A  strong
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competitor  knows  not
only the event but also
the  scriptural  source
and  the  prophecy
being  fulfilled.

THE SERMON ON
THE MOUNT
(CHAPTERS 5–7)

No study of  Matthew
Bib le  Qu iz  Bowl
Q u e s t i o n s  A n d
Answers  is  complete
w i t h o u t  d e e p
familiarity  with  the
Sermon on the Mount.
This  section  contains
some  o f  t he  mos t
quoted  verses  in  the
Bib le ,  mak ing  i t  a
go ldmine  for  qu iz
questions.

The
Beatitude
s

Question:
Complete the

Beatitude:
"Blessed are the
pure in heart..."
Answer: "...for
they shall see
God."
Question:
Which Beatitude
promises the
kingdom of
heaven?
Answer:
"Blessed are the
poor in spirit, for
theirs is the
kingdom of
heaven."
(Matthew 5:3)
Question: How
many Beatitudes
are recorded in
Matthew chapter
5?
Answer: Eight
(or nine,
counting verse
11 which is
sometimes
included).
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Teaching
s on
Prayer
and
Righteous

ness
Question:
According to
Matthew 6,
where should
you go when you
pray?
Answer: Into
your inner room
(or closet) and
shut the door.
Question: What
is the final
petition in the
Lord's Prayer as
recorded in
Matthew?
Answer: "But

deliver us from
evil." (Matthew
6:13, KJV). Note:
Some
translations add
"For thine is the
kingdom..." but
that is a later
doxology.
Question: In
Matthew 7, what
analogy does
Jesus use for
someone who
hears His words
and does them?
Answer: A wise
man who built
his house on a
rock.

The  Sermon  on  the
Mount is also rich with
comparative questions.
Expect  prompts  that
ask you to differentiate
between the teachings
of  the  Pharisees  and
the  higher  standard
Jesus  presents.  For
example:  "What  does
Jesus  say  about  the
commandment  'You
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shall not murder'?" The
answer  involves  being
angry  with  a  brother
without cause.

MIRACLES AND
AUTHORITY
(CHAPTERS 8–10)

Matthew  careful ly
selects  miracles  that
demonstrate  Jesus's
authority over disease,
demons,  nature,  and
even  death.  In  the
context  of  Matthew
Bib le  Qu iz  Bowl
Q u e s t i o n s  A n d
A n s w e r s ,  t h e s e
chapters often provide
t h e  b a s i s  f o r
"sequence" questions.

Question:
Which miracle
appears first in
Matthew chapter
8?
Answer: The
cleansing of a
leper (Matthew
8:1–4).
Question: In the

account of Jesus
calming the
storm, what was
He doing while
the disciples
panicked?
Answer: He was
sleeping.
Question: How
many men
possessed by
demons did Jesus
encounter in the
country of the
Gadarenes?
Answer: Two
(Matthew 8:28).
Note: Mark and
Luke mention
only one, so
Matthew's
version is
distinctive.
Question: What
specific
instruction did
Jesus give to the
disciples when
He sent them out
in chapter 10?
Answer: "Do not
go among the
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Gentiles or enter
any town of the
Samaritans. Go
rather to the lost
sheep of Israel."

A  common  quiz  bowl
t r a p  i s  t h e  " t w o
demoniacs"  detail.
Because other Gospels
ment ion  one  man,
m a n y  s t u d e n t s
m is taken ly  th ink
Matthew  does  too.
Paying  attention  to
s u c h  n u a n c e s
s e p a r a t e s  g o o d
competitors from great
ones.

PARABLES OF THE
KINGDOM
(CHAPTER 13)

C h a p t e r  1 3  i s  a
concentrated collection
of  parables  that  is
virtually guaranteed to
a p p e a r  i n  a n y
tournament.  For  high-
quality Matthew Bible
Quiz Bowl Questions
And  Answers ,  you

must know the distinct
details of each parable.

Question: In the
Parable of the
Sower, what do
the seeds that
fell among thorns
represent?
Answer: Those
who hear the
word but allow
the cares of the
world and the
deceitfulness of
riches to choke
it.
Question: What
does the field
represent in the
Parable of the
Wheat and the
Tares?
Answer: The
world (Matthew
13:38).
Question: What
is the value of
the hidden
treasure that a
man finds in a
field?
Answer: So
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great that he
sells everything
he owns to buy
that field.
Question:
Which parable
explains that the
kingdom of
heaven is like a
net cast into the
sea?
Answer: The
Parable of the
Dragnet
(Matthew
13:47–50).

Note how the questions
o f t e n  f o c u s  o n
interpretation  rather
than just the narrative.
Jesus  Himself  explains
s e v e r a l  o f  t h e s e
p a r a b l e s ,  s o  b e
prepared to quote His
explanations directly.

CONFRONTATIONS
AND PREDICTIONS
(CHAPTERS 14–20)

This middle section of
Matthew  includes  the

feeding  of  the  5,000,
Peter walking on water,
the transfiguration, and
t e a c h i n g s  o n
f o r g i v e n e s s  a n d
m a r r i a g e .  W h e n
studying  Matthew
Bib le  Qu iz  Bowl
Q u e s t i o n s  A n d
Answers  f o r  th i s
segment,  pay  close
attention  to  dialogue.

Question: When
Jesus walked on
water, what did
Peter say to
request to join
Him?
Answer: "Lord, if
it is You,
command me to
come to You on
the water."
(Matthew 14:28)
Question: At the
transfiguration,
which two Old
Testament
figures appeared
with Jesus?
Answer: Moses
and Elijah.
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Question:
According to
Matthew 18, how
many times
should you
forgive a brother
who sins against
you?
Answer:
Seventy-seven
times (or seventy
times seven,
depending on
translation).
Question: What
did the rich
young ruler ask
Jesus?
Answer: "What
good thing shall I
do that I may
have eternal
life?" (Matthew
19:16)

Competitors  often
s t u m b l e  o n  t h e
"forgiveness"  question
because they recall the
number  7  but  forget
the  multiplication.
Precision is paramount.

THE TRIUMPHAL
ENTRY AND
CONTROVERSY
(CHAPTERS 21–23)

A s  J e s u s  e n t e r s
Jerusalem,  the tension
escalates.  Questions
from  these  chapters
often  involve  direct
q u o t a t i o n s  a n d
confrontations  with
religious  leaders.

Question: What
did the crowd
shout when Jesus
entered
Jerusalem?
Answer:
"Hosanna to the
Son of David!
Blessed is He
who comes in the
name of the
Lord!" (Matthew
21:9)
Question:
Which fig tree
did Jesus curse,
and what
happened
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immediately?
Answer: He
cursed a fig tree
that had no fruit,
and it withered
immediately
(Matthew 21:19).
Question: In the
Parable of the
Two Sons, which
son actually did
the father's will?
Answer: The
one who initially
said "I will not"
but later
repented and
went (Matthew
21:29).
Question:
Which chapter
contains the
"Seven Woes"
pronounced upon
the Pharisees?
Answer:
Matthew 23.

The "Seven Woes" are
a favorite in quiz bowl
because  they  a re
enumerated  and  easy
to  turn  into  multiple-

choice or short-answer
questions.  Remember
that  each  woe  begins
wi th  "Woe  to  you ,
scribes  and  Pharisees,
hypocrites!"

THE OLIVET
DISCOURSE AND
END TIMES
(CHAPTERS 24–25)

T h i s  p r o p h e t i c
discourse is dense with
signs,  warnings,  and
parables. For Matthew
Bib le  Qu iz  Bowl
Q u e s t i o n s  A n d
Answers,  this  section
tests  eschatological
knowledge.

Question: What
did Jesus say
would be the
sign of His
coming and the
end of the age?
Answer: "The
sun will be
darkened, and
the moon will not
give its light; the



Matthew Bible Quiz Bowl Questions And
Answers 11

11

stars will fall
from heaven..."
(Matthew 24:29).
Also note the
abomination of
desolation (verse
15).
Question: In the
Parable of the
Ten Virgins, what
did the foolish
virgins lack?
Answer: Oil for
their lamps.
Question: In the
Parable of the
Talents, how
many talents did
the master give
to the servant

who buried his
talent?
Answer: One
talent (Matthew
25:24–25).
Question:
According to
Matthew 25,
what will the
King say to the
righteous?
Answer: "Come,
you blessed of
My Father,
inherit the
kingdom
prepared for you
from the
foundation of the
world." (Matthew
25:34)


