
Alaska Cruise Inside Passage Map 1

Alaska Cruise Inside
Passage Map

Alaska
Cruise Inside
Passage Map

Downloaded from
www.everybodystreet.com

by Dudley & Galvan

INTRODUCTION:
NAVIGATING THE
HEART OF THE
LAST FRONTIER

For many travelers, an
A l a s k a n  c r u i s e
represents the ultimate
bucket-list  adventure.
T h e  p r o m i s e  o f
towering  glaciers,
breaching whales,  and
untamed  wilderness
draws  millions  to  the
Pacific  Northwest  each
year. At the very core
of  this  experience lies
the  Alaska  Cruise
Inside Passage Map
—  a  v i ta l  too l  that
transforms  a  simple
voyage  into  a  deep,

g e o g r a p h i c a l
e x p l o r a t i o n .
Understanding  this
map is  not  just  about
knowing where you are
go ing ;  i t  i s  about
immersing  yourself  in
the  history,  ecology,
and sheer grandeur of
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
stunning  marit ime
routes  on  Earth.  This
article  will  guide  you
through every essential
aspect  of  the  Inside
Passage map, from the
major  ports  of  call  to
the hidden nooks that
make  th is  journey
unforgettable.

WHAT IS THE
INSIDE PASSAGE?

The Inside Passage is a
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coastal  route  that
w i n d s  t h r o u g h  a
labyrinth  of  islands,
fjords,  and  channels
along  the  Pacific  coast
of  North  America.  It
stretches  from  Puget
Sound  in  Washington
State,  through  British
Columbia  (Canada),
and  into  Southeast
Alaska,  terminating  at
the port of Skagway or
further north at Glacier
Bay .  The  r ou te  i s
sheltered  from  the
open  Pacific  Ocean  by
a  chain  of  is lands,
offering  calmer  seas
a n d  s p e c t a c u l a r
scenery.  For  cruise
enthusiasts, an Alaska
C r u i s e  I n s i d e
Passage  Map  is  the
key  to  understanding
this intricate waterway.
Unlike  a  transoceanic
cruise, where the open
sea  dominates,  the
Inside  Passage  offers
e v e r - c h a n g i n g
l a n d s c a p e s .  O n e

m o m e n t  y o u  a r e
gl iding  past  dense
temperate  rainforests,
the next you are face-
to-face  with  a  blue-
hued glacier. The map
helps  passengers
a n t i c i p a t e  t h e s e
transitions and prepare
for  the  h igh l ights
ahead.

WHY AN INSIDE
PASSAGE MAP
MATTERS FOR
YOUR CRUISE

W h i l e  m o d e r n
navigation  technology
is reliable, a printed or
detailed digital map of
the  Inside  Passage
provides  a  unique
context .  Here  are
several reasons why an
Alaska Cruise Inside
Passage  Map  should
be  part  of  your  pre-
cruise preparation:

Understanding
Distances: The
Inside Passage
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covers roughly
1,000 nautical
miles from
Vancouver to
Skagway. A map
gives you a
sense of scale —
how far apart the
ports are and
how much time
you spend at sea
versus in port.
Spotting
Wildlife: Certain
straits and inlets
are known for
whale feeding
grounds, seal
haulouts, and
bear habitats. A
map helps you
know when to
keep your eyes
peeled.
Identifying
Glaciers: Maps
indicate where
tidewater
glaciers like
Hubbard and
Mendenhall are
located, so you

can plan your
viewing times.
Weather
Monitoring: The
topography of
the Inside
Passage creates
microclimates.
By knowing the
geography on a
map, you can
better
understand
weather patterns
and pack
accordingly.
Historical
Context: The
Inside Passage is
rich in Tlingit,
Haida, and
Tsimshian
history, as well
as Gold Rush
heritage. Maps
often mark
important
cultural sites.

KEY PORTS AND
DESTINATIONS ON
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THE INSIDE
PASSAGE MAP

A  t y p i c a l  Alaska
C r u i s e  I n s i d e
P a s s a g e  M a p
highlights  a  series  of
ports  that  serve  as
g a t e w a y s  t o
adventure.  Below  are
the  most  common
stops  on  round-trip
cruises from Seattle or
Vancouver,  as  well  as
one-way voyages from
Vancouver  to  Seward
(or vice versa).

Ketchikan
– The
Salmon
Capital
Often  the  first  port  of
call  for  northbound
cruises,  Ketchikan  is
l o c a t e d  o n
Revillagigedo  Island.

Its map position makes
it  a  crit ical  hub  for
fishing  and  floatplane
e x c u r s i o n s .  K e y
highlights  include  the
historic  Creek  Street,
the  Tongass  National
Forest, and totem pole
parks.

Juneau –
The
Capital
City
Nestled  between  the
Gastineau Channel and
the  towering  Mount
Roberts,  Juneau  is
unique because it  has
no road connections to
t h e  r e s t  o f  N o r t h
America.  The  Alaska
C r u i s e  I n s i d e
Passage  Map  shows
Juneau  as  a  central
p o i n t  f o r  g l a c i e r
v i e w i n g ,  w h a l e
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watching,  and  visiting
t h e  M e n d e n h a l l
Glacier.

Skagway
–
Gateway
to the
Klondike
Skagway  sits  at  the
northernmost  end  of
the Inside Passage for
many cruise itineraries.
Its location at the head
of  the  Lynn  Cana l
makes it  the jumping-
off point for the famous
White Pass and Yukon
R o u t e  R a i l w a y ,  a
historic Gold Rush trail.

Glacier

Bay
National
Park
Not a port per se, but a
protected  mar ine
sanctuary that requires
a  special  permit  for
cruise ships. A map of
Glacier Bay shows the
vast  icefield  and
numerous  tidewater
glaciers,  including
Margerie  and  Grand
Pacific.  This  is  often
the  highl ight  of  an
Inside Passage cruise.

Sitka – A
Blend of
Cultures
Sitka is unique because
it  faces  the  Pacific
Ocean directly, though
it  is  still  considered
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par t  o f  the  Ins ide
Passage.  The  map
reveals its  location on
Baranof Island. It offers
a rich Russian colonial
history and a stunning
volcanic backdrop.

Haines –
The Off-
the-
Beaten-
Path Gem
Haines is smaller than
Skagway  but  offers
incredible  wildlife  and
wilderness. Its position
on the map, across the
L y n n  C a n a l  f r o m
Skagway,  makes  it  a
l e s s  c r o w d e d
a l t e r n a t i v e  f o r
kayaking  and  bear
viewing.

ANATOMY OF A
DETAILED INSIDE
PASSAGE MAP

A  w e l l - d e s i g n e d
Alaska Cruise Inside
P a s s a g e  M a p
typical ly  inc ludes
seve ra l  l aye r s  o f
information:

Major Channels1.
and Straits:
Names like
Seymour
Narrows,
Johnstone Strait,
Frederick Sound,
and Stephens
Passage. These
are the highways
of the passage.
Depth2.
Soundings: The
Inside Passage
has deep fjords,
but some areas
require careful
piloting. Depth
information helps
understand why
cruise ships
follow specific
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routes.
Protected3.
Areas: National
parks, state
marine parks,
and wilderness
areas are
marked.
Navigational4.
Aids:
Lighthouses,
buoys, and traffic
separation
schemes are
shown for
reference.
Elevation5.
Contours:
Mountain ranges,
islands, and
fjords are
illustrated to
show the
dramatic
topography.
Latitude and6.
Longitude Grid:
For precise
location tracking,
especially helpful
when using GPS
or matching to

onboard
announcements.

SCENIC
HIGHLIGHTS
ALONG THE ROUTE

Studying  an  Alaska
C r u i s e  I n s i d e
Passage  Map  before
your trip allows you to
ident i fy  the  most
s t u n n i n g  s c e n i c
sections.  Some of  the
m o s t  c e l e b r a t e d
include:

Johnstone
Strait: Known
for the highest
concentration of
orcas (killer
whales) in the
world. The
narrow channel
between
Vancouver Island
and the mainland
is a prime
viewing area.
Queen
Charlotte
Sound: A more
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exposed stretch
where the open
Pacific influences
conditions. It
marks the
transition
between British
Columbia and
Southeast
Alaska.
Frederick
Sound: A wide
body of water
near Juneau,
famous for
humpback whale
feeding
aggregations.
Endicott Arm
and Dawes
Glacier: A
stunning fjord
that many ships
visit as an
alternative to
Glacier Bay. The
map shows a
long narrow inlet
leading to
tidewater ice.
Lynn Canal: The
longest and

deepest fjord in
North America,
connecting
Juneau to
Skagway and
Haines. Cruising
through this
canal is
breathtaking,
with steep
mountains rising
directly from the
water.

COMPARING
CRUISE ROUTES:
ROUND-TRIP VS.
ONE-WAY

The  Alaska  Cruise
Inside Passage Map
v a r i e s  s l i g h t l y
depending  on  your
i t i n e r a r y .
Understanding  the
differences  helps  you
choose the best trip for
your interests.
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Round-
Trip from
Seattle or
Vancouve

r
These cruises typically
go  up  to  Juneau  and
S k a g w a y ,  t h e n
returning via the same
route  or  a  s l ight ly
different  course.  They
cover  the  core  Inside
Passage  but  do  not
venture into the Gulf of
Alaska. Maps for these
i t i ne ra r i e s  f ocus
h e a v i l y  o n  t h e
protected waterways.

One-Way

Northbou
nd or
Southbou
nd
O n e - w a y  c r u i s e s
usually  depart  from
Vancouver and end in
Seward  (or  Whittier).
These  i t inerar ies
include  the  full  Inside
P a s s a g e  p l u s  a
crossing of the Gulf of
Alaska to reach Prince
William Sound, College
Fjord, and Kenai Fjords.
The map for these trips
is  more  extensive,
cover ing  the  open
ocean segment as well.

PRACTICAL TIPS
FOR USING YOUR
ALASKA CRUISE
INSIDE PASSAGE
MAP

To get the most out of
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your  map,  consider
t h e s e
recommendations:

Purchase a1.
large-scale
chart or
download a
detailed PDF:
While
smartphone apps
are convenient, a
physical map
allows you to see
the entire route
at once.
Familiarize2.
yourself with
the schedule:
Identify which
portions you will
traverse during
daylight hours so
you can plan
your deck time.
Use the map to3.
follow along
with the
Captain’s
announcement
s: Many cruise
lines give
commentary

about points of
interest. Having
the map lets you
pinpoint exactly
where you are.
Mark wildlife4.
sightings: Keep
a log of where
you saw whales,
bears, or eagles.
This adds a
personal
journaling
element to your
map.
Check seasonal5.
variations:
Some routes are
only open during
summer due to
ice or weather.
The map
indicates which
areas may have
seasonal
restrictions.

ENVIRONMENTAL
AND CULTURAL
CONSIDERATIONS

The  Inside  Passage  is
n o t  j u s t  a  s c e n i c
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wonder;  it  is  a  living
e c o s y s t e m  a n d  a
h o m e l a n d  f o r
Indigenous  peoples.
When using an Alaska
C r u i s e  I n s i d e
Passage  Map,  take
time to appreciate the
p lace  names  tha t
reflect  Tlingit,  Haida,
a n d  T s i m s h i a n
heritage.  Many  maps
now include traditional
place names alongside
E n g l i s h  o n e s .
Fur thermore ,  the
region  is  sensitive  to
climate  change,  with
glaciers  retreating
rapidly.  A  map  can
serve as a snapshot of
a  changing  landscape
—  a  record  of  what
exists  today that  may
look  different  in  a
decade.

DIGITAL VS. PAPER
MAPS: WHICH IS
BETTER?

Both  formats  have
advantages.  Digital

maps  on  tablets  or
phones can be zoomed
in,  updated  in  real-
time, and often include
GPS  overlay.  Paper
maps ,  espec ia l l y
waterproof  versions,
are durable and do not
require battery power.
F o r  t h e  b e s t
experience, bring both.
Use the digital version
f o r  r e a l - t i m e
positioning  and  the
paper  version  as  a
broad  overview.  Many
c r u i s e  l i n e s  a l s o
provide a small map in
the daily program, but
it lacks the detail of a
dedicated  navigation
chart.

CONCLUSION:
YOUR MAP TO AN
UNFORGETTABLE
JOURNEY

An  Alaska  Cruise
Inside Passage Map
i s  fa r  more  than  a
practical tool — it is a
storytelling  device,  a
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window into one of the
world’s  most  dramatic
coastlines. By studying
the  map  before  your
voyage, you transform
f r o m  a  p a s s i v e
passenger  into  an
engaged explorer. You
will  understand  why
the ship  takes  certain
routes,  ant ic ipate
breathtaking  vistas,

and  connect  more
deeply with the history
and  ecology  of  the
region.  Whether  you
are  a  first-time  cruiser
or a seasoned Alaskan
traveler,  let  the  map
be  your  guide.  The
Ins ide  Passage  i s
waiting, and its secrets
are  drawn  in  every
contour,  depth  line,
and  name.


