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NAVIGATING YOUR
CNA LICENSE
RENEWAL IN
GEORGIA: A
COMPLETE GUIDE

If you are a Certified
Nursing Assistant
(CNA) in the state of
Georgia, maintaining
an active certification
is crucial for your
career. The process
can sometimes feel
overwhelming,

especially when you
are balancing work and
personal life. However,
understanding the
steps involved in
completing the Cna
License Renewal

Form Georgia is the
first step toward
ensuring you remain in
good standing with the
Georgia Nurse Aide
Registry. This article
provides a detailed,
step-by-step

breakdown of
everything you need to
know, from deadlines
to documentation, so
you can renew your

certification with
confidence and
continue providing

essential care to those
who need it most.

UNDERSTANDING
THE CNA LICENSE
RENEWAL
PROCESS IN
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GEORGIA

Renewing your CNA
certification in Georgia
is not just about filling
out a piece of paper. It
is a process managed
by the Georgia Nurse
Aide Registry, which
operates under the
Georgia Department of
Community Health. The
primary purpose of
renewal is to verify
that vyou have
remained active in the
field and have met
specific requirements,
including continuing
education and work
experience. The Cna
License Renewal
Form Georgia is the
official document that
captures all this
information, allowing
the state to update
your record.

It is important to note
that Georgia does not
use a centralized
online renewal portal

for all CNAs in the
same way that
registered nurses
might. Instead, the
renewal process often
depends on your
employer and the
nature of your
certification. Generally,
you must renew your
certification every 24
months to avoid
expiration. Failing to
renew on time can lead
to additional fees,
remedial training, or
even having to retake
the competency exam.

Who
Needs to
Use the
CNA
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License

Renewal
Form

Georgia?

Almost every active
CNA working in a
healthcare setting in
Georgia must complete
some version of this
renewal process. This
includes individuals
working in:

e Nursing homes
and long-term
care facilities

» Hospitals and
acute care
centers

e Home health
agencies

e Hospice care
facilities

e Assisted living
communities

If you have allowed

your certification to
lapse for an extended
period, or if you have
moved out of state and
are returning, the
specific form you use
may differ. However,
for the vast majority of
currently employed
CNAs, the standard
Cna License Renewal
Form Georgia is the
required document.

KEY INFORMATION
YOU NEED BEFORE
STARTING YOUR
CNA RENEWAL
FORM

Before you sit down to
complete the form, it is
wise to gather all
necessary information.
The state requires
accurate data to
process your renewal
quickly. Missing details
will only delay the
process. Here is what
you typically need to
have on hand:



1. Personal

Identification:
Your full legal
name, Social
Security number,
date of birth, and
current mailing
address.

. Certification
Number: Your
Georgia CNA
certification
number as it
appears on your
current
certificate or the
registry.

. Employment
Verification:
Proof that you
have worked for
at least eight
hours as a paid
CNA within the
last 24 months.
This is a common
requirement to
ensure you are
maintaining your
skills.

. Continuing
Education

Hours:
Documentation
showing you
have completed
24 hours of in-
service training
or continuing
education within
the renewal
period.

5. Payment
Information:
The renewal fee,
which is subject
to change. You
should verify the
current fee with
the Georgia
Nurse Aide
Registry, but it
generally ranges
from $30 to $50.

Having these items
ready will streamline
the process of filling
out the Cna License
Renewal Form
Georgia and prevent
unnecessary back-and-
forth with the registry
office.
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STEP-BY-STEP
GUIDE TO
COMPLETING THE
CNA LICENSE
RENEWAL FORM
GEORGIA

While the form itself is
straightforward,

attention to detail is
critical. Mistakes or
omissions can result in
processing delays.
Follow these steps for
a smooth submission:

Step 1:
Obtain
the
Correct
Form

The first challenge
many CNAs face is
finding the right
document. You can

download the official
renewal form directly
from the Georgia
Department of
Community Health
website. Ensure you
are using the most
current version of the
Cna License Renewal
Form Georgia, as
outdated forms may
not be accepted. The
form is typically a PDF
that you can fill out by
hand or digitally before
printing.

Step 2:
Complete
the
Personal
Informati



on
Section

This section requires
your full name exactly
as it appears on your
current certification. If
you have changed your
name due to marriage
or other reasons, you
will need to include a
copy of the legal
documentation, such
as a marriage
certificate or court
order. Double-check
your Social Security
number and date of
birth for accuracy. Your
mailing address is
crucial because the
registry will send your
new certificate to this
address.

Step 3:

Declare
Your
Employm
ent
Status

One of the most
important parts of the
Cna License Renewal
Form Georgia is the
employment

verification section.
You must certify that
you have performed at
least eight hours of
remunerated nursing-
related services within
the past 24 months. If
you have not met this
requirement, you may
need to take a
refresher course before
you can renew. Many
employers will provide
a letter or a form to
verify your hours,
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which you should
attach to your renewal
packet.

Step 4:
List Your
Continuin

g
Education

(In-
Service)
Hours

Georgia requires CNAs
to complete 24 hours
of in-service education
every two years. This
education must cover
topics relevant to
patient care, safety,
and elder abuse
prevention. When
filling out the form, list

the dates, titles, and

sponsors of the
courses you
completed. Keep
certificates of

completion for your
records, as the registry
may audit a
percentage of renewals
each year. Failure to
provide proof of
continuing education is
one of the most
common reasons for a
rejected renewal
application.

Step 5:
Review
and Sign
the Form

Before you send the
form, read through
every line one more
time. Look for small
errors like typos in
your certification



number or missing
signatures. The Cna
License Renewal
Form Georgia must
be signed and dated by
you. Submitting an
unsigned form is a sure
way to have it returned
to you, wasting
valuable time.

Step 6:
Submit
the Form
with
Payment

Once the form s
complete and signed,
mail it to the address
provided in the
instructions. Include
your payment in the
form of a check or
money order made
payable to the Georgia
Department of

Community Health. Do
not send cash through

the mail. It is also
highly recommended
that you wuse a
trackable mailing
method, such as
certified mail, to
ensure the registry
receives your
application.

IMPORTANT

DEADLINES AND
FEES FOR CNA
RENEWAL IN
GEORGIA

Timing is everything
when it comes to
certification  renewal.
The expiration date on
your certificate is not a
suggestion; it is a hard
deadline. You should
submit your completed
Cna License Renewal
Form Georgia well
before this date. Many
CNAs start the process
60 to 90 days prior to
expiration.
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If you miss your
expiration date, you
enter a grace period. In
Georgia, this grace
period is typically
short, lasting only 30
days after expiration.
During this time, you
can still renew, but you
may face a late fee. If
you fail to renew within
the grace period, your
name will be removed
from the active
registry. To be
reinstated, you may be
required to retrain and
pass the state
certification exam
again, which is far
more costly and time-
consuming than simply
renewing on time.

The current renewal
fee for completing the
Cna License Renewal
Form Georgia is
generally around $35,
but this amount is
subject to change by
the state legislature.
Always check the

official website for the
most up-to-date fee
schedule.

COMMON
MISTAKES TO
AVOID WHEN
SUBMITTING YOUR
RENEWAL FORM

Even experienced
healthcare workers can
make simple errors
that delay their
renewal. Being aware
of these pitfalls can
save you weeks of
waiting.

e Using an Old
Form: The
registry updates
its forms
periodically.
Using a form that
is three years old
may result in
rejection.

e Incomplete
Payment:
Forgetting to
include the fee or
sending the



incorrect amount
will stop your
application
immediately.
Missing
Continuing
Education
Documentation
: Do not assume
the reqistry has a
record of your
classes. Always
attach proof of
your 24 hours of
in-service
training.
lllegible
Handwriting: If
you fill out the
form by hand,
write clearly and
legibly. Use black
ink. If your
handwriting is
hard to read, the
information may
be mistyped into
the system.
Failing to
Update Your
Address: If you
move, update

10

your address
with the reqistry
before
submitting the
Cna License
Renewal Form
Georgia. If the
certificate goes
to your old
address, you
may not receive
it.

WHAT TO DO IF
YOUR CNA
CERTIFICATION
HAS EXPIRED

If you are reading this
and your certification
has already expired, do
not panic. Your options
depend on how long
ago it lapsed. If it has
been less than 30 days
past the expiration
date, you are likely still
in the grace period.
Complete the Cna
License Renewal
Form Georgia
immediately and
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include the late fee.

If your certification has
been expired for one
month or longer, you
are considered
inactive. You will need
to contact the Georgia
Nurse Aide Registry to
discuss reinstatement.
Some individuals may
qualify for
reinstatement by
completing a formal
refresher course, while
others may need to
schedule and pass the
CNA competency exam
again. This is why
timely renewal is so
important; retaking the
test can be stressful
and expensive.

ONLINE VS. PAPER
SUBMISSION:
WHAT WORKS
BEST?

While many states
have fully digital
renewal portals,
Georgia still relies
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heavily on a paper-
based process for the
Cna License Renewal
Form Georgia. This
can feel slow in our
digital age, but it
ensures that all
documentation s
physically reviewed.
Some employers offer
to handle the renewal
process for their staff,
acting as a liaison with
the registry. If your
employer offers this
service, it is generally
a good idea to take
advantage of it.

If you are renewing
independently,
consider making a
copy of your completed
application and all
attachments before
you mail it. This
creates a personal
record that you can
refer to if your
documents get lost in
the mail.




12

your expirFREQUENTLY

ASKED QUESTONSre generally

ABOUT CNA considered to be in a
RENEWAL |N'Pending” status. Most

GEORGIA

Here are answers to
some common
questions CNAs have
about the renewal
process.

Q: How long does it
take for the Georgia
Nurse Aide Registry
to process my Cna
License Renewal
Form Georgia?

A: Processing times
vary depending on the
volume of applications.
Generally, you should
allow 4 to 6 weeks. If
you have not received
your new certificate
after 8 weeks, contact
the registry for a status
update.

Q: Can | work while

my renewal s
pending?
A: If you submitted

your application before

employers will allow
you to continue
working for a brief
period while the
application is
processed, but this is
at the discretion of
your facility.

Q: What happens if |
don't have 24 hours
of continuing
education?

A: You cannot
complete the renewal
without meeting this
requirement. You will
need to locate
approved courses and
complete your training
before you submit the
form. Many online
providers offer
accredited classes
specifically for Georgia
CNAs.

Q: I lost my CNA

certificate. Do | need
it to renew?
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A: No, you do not need
the physical certificate.
Your certification
number and proof of
identity are sufficient
to complete the Cna
License Renewal
Form Georgia. The
registry will issue a
new certificate upon
renewal.

CONCLUSION:
STAY ACTIVE, STAY
CERTIFIED

Your role as a Certified
Nursing Assistant is
vital to the healthcare
system in Georgia.
Patients rely on your
skills, compassion, and
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professionalism.
Completing the Cna

License Renewal
Form Georgia on time
is a simple but
essential part of
maintaining your
career. By
understanding the
requirements,

gathering your

documents early, and
paying attention to the
details, you can ensure
a renewal process that
is smooth and stress-
free. Do not wait until
the last minute. Mark
your calendar, talk to
your employer about
your hours and training



