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UNLOCKING THE GENIUS: A DEEP DIVE INTO THE HAL
LEONARD JOHN MAYER CONTINUUM PIANO VOCAL
GUITAR SONGBOOK

When John Mayer released Continuum in 2006, he did not simply
drop  another  album.  He  redefined  his  artistic  identity,  shedding
the pop-rock veneer of  his earlier work to embrace a soulful,
blues-infused maturity that captivated critics and casual listeners
alike. For musicians, this album is a masterclass in modern guitar
work,  lyrical  vulnerability,  and  sophisticated  arrangement.
Capturing this essence on the page is no small feat, yet the Hal
Leonard  John  Mayer  Continuum  Piano  Vocal  Guitar
Songbook  accomplishes  exactly  that.  This  collection  is  more
than a set of transcriptions; it is a portal into Mayer’s creative
process,  offering  guitarists,  pianists,  and  vocalists  a  chance  to
deconstruct and perform some of the most beloved songs of the
21st century.
Whether you are a seasoned performer looking to add “Gravity”
to your setlist or a bedroom guitarist eager to understand the
nuances of “Slow Dancing in a Burning Room,” this songbook
serves  as  an  indispensable  resource.  In  this  comprehensive
guide, we will explore what makes this Hal Leonard publication a
must-have,  break  down its  contents,  and  discuss  how it  can
elevate your musicianship.

WHAT IS THE HAL LEONARD JOHN MAYER
CONTINUUM SONGBOOK?

Published by Hal Leonard—a titan in the world of music print
publishing—this  songbook  is  the  official,  note-for-note
transcription of Mayer’s entire Continuum album. It is formatted
for  Piano,  Vocal,  and  Guitar  (PVG),  which  means  it  provides
complete sheet music for the piano accompaniment, the vocal
melody with full lyrics, and guitar chord diagrams and tablature.
The book captures the album's 12 tracks, including the Grammy-
winning single “Waiting on the World to Change.”
For those unfamiliar with Hal Leonard products,  the quality is
consistently high. The transcriptions are meticulously crafted by
professional ears, ensuring that what you play closely mirrors the
studio recording. This is not a simplified version; it is designed for
intermediate  to  advanced  players  who  want  to  tackle  the
authentic parts.

What Tracks Are Included?
The  songbook  follows  the  album's  track  listing  in  order,
preserving  the  journey  Mayer  intended.  You  will  find:

Waiting on the World to Change – A socially conscious
pop-blues anthem.
I Don't Trust Myself (With Loving You) – A funky,
groove-heavy track with intricate rhythm work.
Belief – Driven by a powerful repeated riff and dynamic
changes.
Gravity – Perhaps Mayer’s most iconic slow-burning solo

piece.
The Heart of Life – A beautiful, gentle ballad with a
memorable piano line.
Vultures – A slick, swaggering blues number.
Stop This Train – A fingerpicking masterpiece about the
fear of aging.
Slow Dancing in a Burning Room – A heartfelt,
emotional slow jam.
Bold as Love – A stunning cover of the Jimi Hendrix
classic.
Dreaming with a Broken Heart – A poignant, piano-
driven ballad.
In Repair – A hopeful track with a memorable guitar hook.
I'm Gonna Find Another You – A closing track that
channels classic soul.

Having all these songs in one cohesive volume makes it easy to
study the album as a  complete work rather  than as  isolated
singles.

THE GUITARIST’S PERSPECTIVE: TABS, CHORDS, AND
TONE

Let’s be honest: the primary reason many musicians pick up this
Hal Leonard book is to learn John Mayer’s guitar parts. Mayer is
widely regarded as one of the finest guitarists of his generation,
blending the phrasing of B.B. King, the melodic sensibilities of
Eric Clapton, and a modern pop sensibility. The Hal Leonard
John Mayer Continuum Piano Vocal Guitar Songbook does
not disappoint in this department.

Authentic Tablature and
Notation
Each  song  is  presented  with  standard  notation  and  guitar
tablature (TAB). This dual system is a godsend. If you read music,
the standard notation gives you the rhythm and articulation. If
you are a mostly tab-based player,  the TAB provides the fret
numbers  and  string  positions.  The  transcriptions  pay  close
attention  to  detail,  often  indicating  specific  fingerings,  hammer-
ons, pull-offs, and slides that are crucial to capturing Mayer’s fluid
style.

Chord Diagrams for All
Levels
One of the standout features of this Hal Leonard book is the
inclusion of full chord diagrams at the top of each song. Mayer is
famous for using extended chords—add9, sus4, minor 7ths, and
altered dominants. The diagrams clearly show you where to place
your  fingers.  For  example,  learning  the  intro  riff  to  “Stop  This
Train” becomes much easier when you can see the exact chord
shapes being used. Even if you prefer to strum along rather than
fingerpick,  the chord charts allow you to simplify the song while
still sounding authentic.
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Capturing the Nuance
Mayer’s brilliance often lies in the subtle details: the ghost notes,
the  thumb-over-the-neck  bass  notes,  and  the  delicate  touch.
While no book can fully replicate the feel of a live performance,
this  songbook  comes  remarkably  close.  The  tablature  often
includes notations for palm muting (P.M.) and the specific strings
to strike, helping you recreate the percussive, clean tone that
defines tracks like “I Don't Trust Myself.”

THE VOCALIST’S GUIDE: MELODY AND LYRICS

While much of the spotlight falls on guitar, Continuum is also a
vocal  showcase.  Mayer’s  voice  matured  significantly  on  this
album,  moving  away  from  breathy  pop  to  a  warmer,  more
resonant  baritone.  The  vocal  line  in  this  songbook  is  clearly
printed on its own staff, making it easy for singers to follow.

Lyrical Clarity and Phrasing
The lyrics are printed in full,  with careful attention to syllabic
placement.  This is crucial  for understanding Mayer’s phrasing,
which is often conversational and syncopated. For a song like
“Dreaming with a Broken Heart,” where the vocal melody weaves
around the piano, having the exact note durations and rests is
invaluable. The book helps you understand where to breathe and
how to shape each line.

Vocal Ranges and Key
It is worth noting that the songs are transcribed in the original
keys from the album. If you are a male vocalist, this is usually
comfortable,  as  Mayer  sings  in  a  moderate  range.  Female
vocalists may find some songs sit low in the voice, but the piano
accompaniment is written to support transposition if you wish to
change keys. The melody lines are clean and uncluttered, making
it easy to sight-read.

THE PIANIST’S TOOLBOX: ARRANGEMENTS AND
ACCOMPANIMENT

Do not let the title fool you: this is not just for guitarists. The
piano  arrangements  in  the  Hal  Leonard  John  Mayer
Continuum Piano Vocal  Guitar  Songbook  are  thoughtfully
crafted.  They are  not  mere simplifications  of  the  original  tracks;
rather,  they  are  playable  piano  reductions  that  capture  the
harmonic richness of the songs.

Rich Harmonies and
Voicings
John Mayer’s songs are harmonically interesting. He borrows from
blues, jazz, and soul, using chords that are slightly unexpected.
The piano part in “The Heart of Life,” for example, uses a gentle
arpeggiated pattern that is both easy to play and beautiful to
hear. The book provides the left-hand bass notes and right-hand
chords, allowing a solo pianist to accompany themselves or a
vocalist effectively.

Independent

Accompaniment
If you are a keyboardist playing in a band, you can use these
arrangements as a starting point. The notation gives you the core
structure, and you can then add your own embellishments. The
chord symbols above the staff are also helpful for comping or for
improvisation.

WHY THIS SONGBOOK STANDS OUT FROM OTHER HAL
LEONARD TITLES

Hal Leonard publishes thousands of songbooks, so what makes
this one special? It comes down to three factors: the material, the
accuracy, and the cultural significance of Continuum.

Cultural Impact: Continuum is widely considered John
Mayer’s magnum opus. Learning these songs is like
studying a modern classic. This is not a collection of
throwaway hits; it is a cohesive album that has influenced
countless musicians.
Transcription Accuracy: Hal Leonard’s team includes
some of the best transcribers in the business. They
understand that a missed ghost note or a wrong fingering
can ruin the feel of a song. The attention to detail here is
evident.
Comprehensive Format: The PVG format ensures that
the book is useful for solo performers, duos, and full bands.
Whether you are playing alone at home or rehearsing with
a group, everything you need is in one place.

TIPS FOR GETTING THE MOST OUT OF THIS
SONGBOOK

Simply buying the book is  not enough. To truly benefit from the
Hal  Leonard John Mayer  Continuum Piano Vocal  Guitar
Songbook, approach it with a strategy.

Start with the Rhythm
Before  attempting  solos,  focus  on  the  rhythm  guitar  parts.
Mayer’s rhythm playing is incredibly sophisticated. Use the chord
diagrams to lock in  the shapes,  then practice the strumming
patterns as notated. Songs like “Belief” rely heavily on a steady,
syncopated rhythm.

Listen While You Read
This is the golden rule of using any transcription book. Put on the
album, and follow along with the music. You will notice subtleties
in the notation that you might otherwise miss. You will also learn
to interpret the notation more naturally.

Use the Notation as a
Guide, Not a Cage
Once you understand the structure of a song, feel free to deviate.
Jazz musician Miles Davis once said, “It’s not the notes you play,
it’s  the  notes  you  don’t  play.”  The  songbook  gives  you  the
skeleton. Your job is to add the soul. Use the book to learn the
changes, then experiment with your own fills and dynamics.
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Focus on the Ballads for
Technique
If you are a guitarist, “Stop This Train” is an excellent exercise in
fingerpicking  independence.  “Gravity”  is  a  masterclass  in
phrasing and dynamics. Spend time on these slower songs to
build  control  and  tone.  The  book  provides  the  exact  fingerings
Mayer  uses,  which  can  help  you  develop  better  left-hand
technique.

COMPARING THE SONGBOOK TO ONLINE TABS

In the age of the internet, many musicians turn to free online
tabs. While these can be useful, they often fall short in several
ways. The Hal Leonard John Mayer Continuum Piano Vocal
Guitar Songbook offers distinct advantages:

Reliability: User-submitted tabs on websites are
frequently incorrect or incomplete. Hal Leonard employs
professional transcribers who verify their work.
Completeness: Online tabs often only show the main riff
or the chords. This book gives you the full arrangement,
including bass lines, piano parts, and vocal melodies.
Readability: A printed book is free from pop-up ads,

scrolling issues, and distracting formatting. It is a focused,
professional resource.
Legality: You are supporting the artists and publishers
who created the music.

WHO SHOULD BUY THIS SONGBOOK?

This book is not for everyone. Let’s break down who will  benefit
most:

Intermediate to Advanced Guitarists: If you can handle
barre chords and basic fingerpicking, this book will
challenge and inspire you.
Pianists Who Love Pop/Rock: The piano arrangements
are satisfying to play and sound impressive.
Singers Who Want to Perform: The vocal line is
accurate and easy to follow.
Teachers: This is a great resource for teaching
contemporary song structure, chord theory, and phrasing.
Fans of John Mayer: If you love the album, this is the
ultimate way to connect with it on a deeper level.

If  you  are  a  complete  beginner,  you  might  find  the  material
challenging. However, if you are willing to put in the practice, it
can serve as an excellent learning tool  that will  force you to
improve quickly


