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INTRODUCTION: A
MODERN FAIRY
TALE AND A
BREAKOUT
SUPPORTING ROLE

When  the  2008  teen
mus ica l  Another
Cinderella  Story
danced onto television
screens,  it  brought  a
fresh, pop-infused twist
to the classic fairy tale.
While  Selena  Gomez
starred  as  the  lead,
Mary Santiago, the film
a l s o  i n t r o d u c e d
audiences to a talented

ensemble cast. Among
them was  a  relatively
unknown  actress  who
would go on to build a
notable career in genre
television  and  film.
That actress is  Jessica
Parker  Kennedy,  and
her  role  as  the  loyal,
stylish best friend Brie
in Another Cinderella
S t o r y  r e m a i n s  a
beloved  part  of  her
early  filmography.  For
many fans, the search
term "Jessica  Parker
Kennedy  Another
Cinderella  Story"
conjures  memories  of
the  film’s  dance
sequences,  the  iconic
mask  ball  scene,  and
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the  effortless  charm
she  brought  to  the
screen.  This  article
explores  Kennedy’s
j o u r n e y ,  h e r
contribution to the film,
a n d  w h y  h e r
performance continues
to  capture  interest
years  later.

WHO IS JESSICA
PARKER KENNEDY?
A BRIEF CAREER
OVERVIEW

B o r n  i n  C a l g a r y ,
A lbe r ta ,  Canada ,
Jessica Parker Kennedy
began  he r  ac t i ng
c a r e e r  i n  t h e
mid-2000s.  She  first
gained  attention  with
guest roles on popular
C a n a d i a n  a n d
American  television
se r i e s .  He r  ea r l y
c r e d i t s  i n c l u d e
a p p e a r a n c e s  o n
S m a l l v i l l e ,
Supernatural,  and  The
Secret  L i fe  o f  the
American  Teenager.

However,  it  was  her
recurring  role  as  the
fast-talking,  ambitious
Patty Chase in the ABC
Family  series  Make  It
or Break It that helped
estab l ish  her  as  a
familiar  face to young
adult audiences.
Kennedy’s  versatility
soon  led  her  to  more
prominent  roles.  She
joined the cast  of  the
Starz  historical  drama
Black Sails, playing the
c o m p l e x  a n d
resourceful  Max.  This
role  showcased  her
dramatic  range  and
earned  her  crit ical
pra ise.  Later ,  she
crossed  over  into  the
superhero  genre ,
playing  Nora  West-
Allen (the daughter of
Barry  Allen  and  Iris
West) in the CW’s The
Flash. Her portrayal of
the  t ime-travel ing
speedster  from  the
future  became  a  fan
favorite, solidifying her
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status  in  the  nerd
culture  sphere.
Yet,  for  a  generation
that grew up on made-
for-television  musicals,
the  film  Another
Cinderella Story  was
the first introduction to
J e s s i c a  P a r k e r
K e n n e d y .
Understanding  her
subsequent  career
makes  revisiting  her
early work all the more
rewarding.

ANOTHER
CINDERELLA
STORY (2008): THE
FILM THAT
BROUGHT HER TO
A WIDER
AUDIENCE

Plot and
Premise
Another  Cinderella
Story  is  a  modern
r e t e l l i n g  o f  t h e

Cinderella  story set  in
a performing arts high
school.  Mary  Santiago
(Selena  Gomez)  is  a
talented  dancer  who
dreams of attending a
prest ig ious  dance
competition.  She  is
mistreated  by  her
o v e r b e a r i n g
s t e p m o t h e r  a n d
stepsisters.  After  a
chance encounter with
a famous pop star, Joey
(Drew  Seeley),  at  a
masked ball, she loses
her  iPod  instead  of  a
glass  sl ipper.  Joey
embarks on a quest to
find the mysterious girl
who  cap tu red  h i s
heart. The film features
original  songs  and
e n e r g e t i c  d a n c e
numbers,  blending
romance with the thrill
of musical competition.

The Cast
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and Their
Roles
The  film  boasted  a
young  ensemble  cast:

Selena Gomez
as Mary Santiago
(the modern
Cinderella)
Drew Seeley as
Joey Parker (the
prince
equivalent)
Jane Lynch as
Dominique Blatt
(the stepmother)
Emily Perkins
and Katharine
Isabelle as the
stepsisters Britt
and Bree
Jessica Parker
Kennedy as Brie
(Mary’s best
friend and
confidante)

Kennedy’s  character,
Brie,  serves  as  the
supportive  friend  who

encourages  Mary  to
pursue  her  dreams.
She  is  the  voice  of
reason and style, often
providing  comic  relief
and heartfelt advice. In
a  story  centered  on
romance  and  sel f -
discovery,  the  best
friend role is essential,
and  Kennedy  brought
w a r m t h  a n d
authenticity  to  it.

The
Character
of Brie:
More
Than Just
a
Sidekick
Brie  is  not  merely  a
background  character.
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She  actively  helps
Mary  navigate  the
social  hierarchies  of
the school and assists
in  the  plan  to  attend
the  mask  bal l .  Her
quick wit  and fashion-
forward  personality
make  her  memorable.
Kennedy’s  natural
c h a r i s m a  s h i n e s
t h r o u g h  i n  e v e r y
scene,  making  Brie
someone the audience
immediately  trusts.
The character’s loyalty
and optimism provide a
s t rong  emot iona l
anchor  for  Mary ’s
journey.

JESSICA PARKER
KENNEDY'S
PERFORMANCE:
WHY IT
RESONATES

In  any  ensemble  film,
supporting actors must
walk  a  fine  line—they
need  to  be  engaging
without overshadowing
the  lead.  Kennedy

achieves  this  balance
effortlessly.  Her  timing
in  comedic  exchanges
wi th  Jane  Lynch’s
characters  is  sharp,
and  her  supportive
dialogues  with  Gomez
feel genuine. For young
v i e w e r s ,  B r i e
represented  the  ideal
b e s t  f r i e n d :
encouraging,  honest,
and  fun.
Kennedy also brings a
subtle  maturity  to the
r o l e .  E v e n  i n  a
lighthearted  musical,
s h e  g r o u n d s  h e r
per formance  wi th
relatable  emotions.
When  Brie  sees  Mary
struggling  with  self-
doubt,  her  words  of
encouragement  carry
weight.  Kennedy’s
abi l i ty  to  connect
emotionally  with  the
audience  hints  at  the
dramatic  skil ls  she
would  later  display  in
more serious roles.
Add i t i ona l l y ,  he r
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chemistry with the rest
of  the  cast  enhances
the  film’s  overall
energy.  The  dance
sequences  and  group
in te rac t i ons  f ee l
natural, thanks in part
to  her  presence.  For
many  fans  revisiting
Another  Cinderella
Story ,  Kennedy’s
performance  stands
out as one of the film’s
hidden highlights.

THE LEGACY OF
ANOTHER
CINDERELLA
STORY

Since  its  release  in
2 0 0 8 ,  A n o t h e r
Cinderella  Story  has
gained a dedicated cult
f o l l o w i n g .  I t  i s
frequently  referenced
as a nostalgic favorite
among millennials and
early Gen Z audiences.
The  film’s  soundtrack,
including  the  hit  song
"Tell  Me  Something  I
Don't Know" by Selena

G o m e z ,  r e m a i n s
popular  on  streaming
platforms. The film also
helped  solidify  the
t r e n d  o f  m o d e r n
Cinderella adaptations,
including  A  Cinderella
Story:  Once  Upon  a
Song  and  the  various
other  entries  in  the
franchise.
For  Jess ica  Parker
Kennedy,  the  film
r e p r e s e n t s  a n
important  stepping
stone. It allowed her to
work  with  established
stars  ( Jane  Lynch,
Selena  Gomez)  and
gave her exposure on a
major  platform  (ABC
Family).  The  role  of
Brie demonstrated her
ability to hold her own
in  a  high-profile  teen
movie,  which  likely
contr ibuted  to  her
being  considered  for
later  roles.

WHERE IS JESSICA
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PARKER KENNEDY
NOW?

A f t e r  A n o t h e r
Cinderella  Story ,
Kennedy  continued  to
build a robust resume.
As mentioned, she had
notable  arcs  on  Black
Sails  and  The  Flash.
She  also  appeared  in
films such as Decoys 2:
Alien  Seduction  and
Another  Cinderella
Story  (which  remains
her  most  recognized
teen  film).  In  recent
y e a r s ,  s h e  h a s
expanded  into  voice
work and independent
projects.
Her  performance  on
The Flash  brought her
fu l l  c i rc le  in  some
w a y s .  P l a y i n g  a
character  from  the
future  who  struggles
with  her  identity  and
family  legacy required
the  same  emotional
depth  she  showed  in
her  earlier  supporting

role.  Fans of  Another
Cinderella Story who
followed  her  career
were delighted to  see
h e r  g r o w t h  a s  a n
actress.
Kennedy  rema ins
active in  the industry,
with upcoming projects
t h a t  c o n t i n u e  t o
showcase  her  range.
S h e  f r e q u e n t l y
engages  with  fans  on
soc ia l  media ,  and
many  st i l l  ask  her
about  her  role  in  the
beloved Cinderella film.

WHY "JESSICA
PARKER KENNEDY
ANOTHER
CINDERELLA
STORY" REMAINS A
POPULAR SEARCH
TOPIC

Decades  after  the
film’s  release,  the
p h r a s e  " J e s s i c a
Parker  Kennedy
Another  Cinderella
Story"  still  generates
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significant  search
interest.  There  are
several reasons for this
enduring curiosity:

Nostalgia: Fans
who grew up
watching the film
often re-watch it
and want to learn
about the cast’s
careers.
Cross-Fandom:
Viewers of The
Flash or Black
Sails discover her
earlier work and
seek it out.
Supporting
Character
Appreciation:
Many feel that
Brie was an
underrated
character and
want to discuss
her role.
Film's
Continued
Streaming
Availability:
The film is
available on

platforms like
Disney+ and
Amazon Prime,
introducing it to
new audiences.

By  understanding  the
search  intent  behind
this  keyword,  we  can
appreciate how a small
supporting  role  in  a
direct-to-video  movie
can become part of an
ac t ress ’ s  l a s t i ng
legacy.

CONCLUSION: A
FAIRY TALE ENTRY
POINT TO A
DIVERSE CAREER

J e s s i c a  P a r k e r
K e n n e d y ’ s
p e r f o r m a n c e  i n
Another  Cinderella
Story  is  a  charming
examp le  o f  how  a
supporting  actor  can
l e a v e  a  l a s t i n g
impression.  As  the
loyal  and  lively  Brie,
she provided heart and
humor  to  a  modern
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fairy  tale.  While  her
career has since taken
h e r  t o  d r a m a t i c
historical  dramas  and
s u p e r h e r o
blockbusters,  her  role
in  this  film  remains  a
fond memory for fans.
T h e  s e a r c h  t e r m
" J ess i ca  Parker
Kennedy  Another
Cinderella  Story"
s y m b o l i z e s  t h e

intersection  of  teen
n o s t a l g i a  a n d
appreciation  for  an
a c t r e s s  w h o  h a s
consistently  delivered
c o m p e l l i n g
performances. Whether
r e a d e r s  a r e
rediscovering  the  film
or learning about it for
the  first  time,
Kennedy’s contribution
to  the  story  is  worth
celebrating.


