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UNDERSTANDING THE ST 275
HOMELITE STRING TRIMMER
MANUAL

If  you own a Homelite  string trimmer,
particularly  the  model  ST  275,  you
already know how valuable this tool can
be  for  maintaining  your  lawn  and
garden.  However,  like  any  piece  of
outdoor  power  equipment,  getting  the
mos t  ou t  o f  i t  r equ i res  a  so l i d
understanding  of  i ts  operat ion,
maintenance, and safety protocols. The
St  275  Homelite  String  Trimmer
Manual is your primary resource for all
of this, yet many users either misplace it
or never fully explore its contents. This
article serves as a comprehensive guide
to help you understand the key aspects
covered in the manual,  from assembly
and  troubleshoot ing  to  rout ine
maintenance  and  line  replacement.
Whether  you  are  a  new  owner  or  a
seasoned user  looking  for  a  refresher,
this deep dive will  help you keep your
trimmer running at peak performance.

Why the St 275
Homelite String

Trimmer Manual
Matters
The manual for any power tool is much
more than a simple booklet that comes
in the box. It is a detailed roadmap that
ensures  safe,  efficient,  and  long-lasting
use of your equipment. For the Homelite
ST  275,  the  manual  covers  critical
specifications,  safety  warnings,  and
step-by-step  instructions  that  are
tailored  specifically  to  this  model.
Without consulting the St 275 Homelite
String  Trimmer  Manual,  you  might
miss  important  details  about  fuel
mixture  rat ios ,  proper  start ing
procedures,  or  the  correct  type  of
replacement  line.  Taking  the  time  to
read  and  understand  the  manual  can
prevent  costly  mistakes  and  potential
injuries,  making  it  an  indispensable
resource  for  every  user.

Key Components
and Features of
the Homelite ST
275
Before  div ing  into  the  manual 's
instructions,  it  helps  to  have  a  clear
picture  of  what  the  Homelite  ST  275
offers.  This  trimmer  is  designed  for
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residential  use,  typically  featuring  a
lightweight but durable construction that
makes  it  easy  to  maneuver  around
flower  beds,  fences,  and  sidewalks.  Key
components  you  will  find  described  in
the St 275 Homelite String Trimmer
Manual include:

Engine: A two-cycle engine that
requires a fuel mixture of gasoline
and oil. The manual specifies the
exact ratio, which is usually 50:1
for this model.
Cutting Head: A bump-feed head
that allows you to advance the
trimmer line by tapping the head
on the ground while the engine is
running.
Shaft: A straight or curved shaft
that transfers power from the
engine to the cutting head. The ST
275 typically features a straight
shaft for better reach.
Handle and Controls: Ergonomic
handles with throttle trigger and
stop switch controls for safe and
comfortable operation.
Guard and Deflector: Safety
features that protect the user from
debris and guide the cutting line
for optimal trimming.

U n d e r s t a n d i n g  e a c h  o f  t h e s e
components  through  the  lens  of  the
manual helps you identify issues quickly
and perform repairs with confidence.

ASSEMBLY INSTRUCTIONS FROM
THE ST 275 HOMELITE STRING
TRIMMER MANUAL

When you first purchase the Homelite ST
275, it may come partially disassembled
for  packaging.  The  manual  provides
clear,  illustrated  steps  to  get  your
trimmer  ready  for  its  first  use.  Here  are
the typical assembly steps you will find:

Attaching the Shield: The debris1.
shield must be secured to the
shaft using the provided hardware.
The manual emphasizes the
importance of this step for safety
and proper line operation.
Installing the Handle: The2.
handle is usually mounted on the
shaft using a clamp and screws.
The manual specifies the correct
position for optimal balance and
control.
Connecting the Drive Shaft: For3.
models with a split shaft, you will
need to align and lock the
connecting parts. The manual
shows how to ensure a secure
connection.
Fuel Preparation: The St 2754.
Homelite String Trimmer
Manual provides the exact fuel
mixture ratio and recommends
using high-quality two-cycle oil for
best results.
Initial Start-Up: The manual5.
includes a step-by-step procedure
for starting the engine for the first
time, including priming the bulb
and setting the choke.

Following  these  assembly  instructions
precisely  ensures  that  your  trimmer
operates  safely  and  efficiently  from  day
one. Skipping steps or using guesswork
can lead to performance issues or even
damage to the equipment.

OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS AND
SAFETY GUIDELINES

Safe operation is a central theme in the
St  275  Homelite  String  Trimmer
Manual .  The  manual  dedicates
significant space to warning users about
potential  hazards  and  how  to  avoid
them. Key operating instructions include:
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Starting the
Engine
The  manual  details  a  specific  starting
sequence  that  includes  setting  the
choke, priming the bulb, and pulling the
starter  rope  firmly.  It  also  advises  on
how  to  restart  a  warm engine,  which
o f t e n  s k i p s  t h e  c h o k e  s t e p .
Understanding  these  nuances  prevents
flooding and reduces wear on the starter
mechanism.

Trimming
Techniques
Using  the  trimmer  effectively  is  about
more than just pulling the trigger. The
manual  explains  how  to  angle  the
cutting  head  for  edge  trimming  along
sidewalks and driveways, how to avoid
hitting hard objects that can damage the
line or head, and how to use the bump
feed  mechanism  to  advance  the  line
without  stopping.  It  also  recommends
wearing long pants,  sturdy shoes,  and
eye protection at all times.

Fuel and Oil
Specifications
One of the most critical sections in the
ST  275  manual  is  the  fuel  and  oi l
specification.  Using  the  wrong  mixture
can  cause  engine  failure.  The  manual
clearly states the recommended oil type,
the  fuel-to-oil  ratio,  and  the  type  of
gasoline  (usually  unleaded  with  a
minimum octane rating).  It  also  warns
against using fuel with more than 10%
ethanol, which can damage the engine's

internal components over time.

MAINTENANCE AND
TROUBLESHOOTING

Regular  maintenance  is  the  key  to
extending the life of  your Homelite ST
275.  The  St  275  Homelite  String
T r i m m e r  M a n u a l  i n c l u d e s  a
maintenance  schedule  that  outlines
tasks to perform after every use, after
every 10 hours of use, and at the end of
the season. Common maintenance tasks
include:

Cleaning the Air Filter: A dirty
air filter restricts airflow and
reduces engine power. The manual
shows how to remove, clean, and
replace the filter.
Checking the Spark Plug: The
gap and condition of the spark
plug affect starting and running
performance. The manual provides
the correct gap specification and
replacement intervals.
Inspecting the Fuel System:
Old fuel can gum up the
carburetor. The manual advises
draining the fuel tank and running
the engine dry before storage.
Lubricating the Gearbox: The
cutting head gearbox requires
periodic lubrication to prevent
wear. The manual specifies the
type of grease to use and how to
access the fitting.
Cleaning the Cutting Head:
Grass clippings and debris can
accumulate in the head, causing
the line to jam. Regular cleaning
ensures smooth operation.



4

4 St 275 Homelite String Trimmer Manual 2025-07-11

Troubleshooting
Common Issues
No matter how well  you maintain your
trimmer, occasional problems can arise.
The manual  includes a troubleshooting
sect ion  that  addresses  common
complaints  such  as:

Engine will not start: Check for
fuel, spark, and compression. The
manual guides you through each
check.
Engine runs but stalls: This can
indicate a clogged carburetor,
dirty air filter, or incorrect fuel
mixture.
Line does not advance: The
bump feed mechanism may be
jammed or the line may be tangled
inside the head.
Vibration or noise: Loose
hardware or a damaged cutting
head can cause excessive
vibration.

By  referencing  the  St  275  Homelite
String Trimmer Manual  when issues
arise, you can often solve the problem
without needing to visit  a repair  shop,
saving both time and money.

REPLACING THE TRIMMER LINE

One of the most common tasks you will
perform with  your  Homelite  ST  275 is
replacing the trimmer line. The manual
provides  a  step-by-step  guide  that
ensures you load the line correctly for
reliable bump feed operation. Here is a
general overview based on the manual:

Remove the Spool: Press the1.
tabs on the cutting head to release
the cover and remove the spool.

Clean the Head: Remove any old2.
line fragments and debris from the
spool and housing.
Cut Fresh Line: The manual3.
recommends a specific length of
line, usually around 15 to 20 feet,
depending on the diameter.
Wind the Line: Insert one end of4.
the line into the anchor hole on the
spool and wind it in the direction
indicated by the arrows on the
spool.
Secure the Ends: Place the line5.
ends into the notches on the spool
to hold them in place while
reassembling.
Reassemble: Place the spool6.
back into the head, thread the line
ends through the eyelets, and
snap the cover back on.

The  manual  also  specifies  the  correct
line diameter for the ST 275, which is
typically 0.080 inches or 0.095 inches.
Using  the  wrong  size  can  cause  poor
cutting performance or damage to the
feed mechanism.

STORAGE AND SEASONAL CARE

Proper storage is  essential  for  keeping
your Homelite ST 275 in good condition,
especially  during  the  off-season.  The  St
275  Homelite  String  Trimmer
Manual  offers  detailed
recommendations  for  storing  the
trimmer for extended periods. Key points
include:

Drain the Fuel Tank: Gasoline
can degrade and form deposits
that clog the carburetor. The
manual advises draining the tank
and running the engine until it
stops to clear the fuel system.
Clean the Exterior: Remove
grass, dirt, and debris from the
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engine cooling fins, air filter, and
cutting head.
Store in a Dry Place: Avoid
damp or humid environments that
can cause rust and corrosion.
Cover the Trimmer: Use a
protective cover or a cloth to keep
dust off the unit.
Check for Damage: Inspect the
fuel lines, starter rope, and cutting
head for any signs of wear or
damage before storing.

Following these storage guidelines helps
ensure  that  your  trimmer  starts  easily
and performs well when you take it out
of storage next season.

FINDING THE ST 275 HOMELITE
STRING TRIMMER MANUAL

If you have lost your physical copy of the
manual, do not worry. There are several
ways to access the St 275 Homelite
String  Trimmer  Manual  in  digital
format.  Homel i te  provides  f ree
downloadable  PDFs  on  their  official
website, and many third-party sites also
host  copies  for  easy  reference.  When
downloading  a  manual,  always  verify

that  it  is  specifically  for  the  ST  275
model,  as  specifications  and  procedures
vary between models.  Having a digital
copy on your phone or tablet allows you
to access the information you need while
working in the yard.

CONCLUSION

The St 275 Homelite String Trimmer
Manual is more than just an instruction
booklet; it is your comprehensive guide
to safe, efficient, and long-lasting use of
your  trimmer.  From  assembly  and
operat ion  to  maintenance  and
troubleshooting, the manual equips you
with the knowledge you need to keep
your equipment in top shape. By taking
the time to read and regularly consult
this resource, you can extend the life of
your  trimmer,  avoid  common  pitfalls,
and ensure that every trimming session
is productive and safe. Whether you are
a  first-time  user  or  a  seasoned
homeowner,  the  manual  is  your  best
friend in lawn care. Keep it accessible,
follow  its  recommendations,  and  your
Homelite ST 275 will serve you reliably
for many seasons to come.


