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INTRODUCTION: REDISCOVERING
A HIDDEN GEM FROM TOMMY
SHAW

When we talk about the towering figures
of classic rock, Tommy Shaw often
comes to mind as the guitarist and
vocalist who helped define the sound of
Styx during their most commercially
successful years. However, what many
fans may not realize is that Shaw’s solo
work carries an intimate, acoustic-driven
quality that reveals a different side of his
artistry. Among his lesser-known but
deeply resonant compositions is the
song Count On You. This article
provides a comprehensive exploration of
the Count On You Lyrics And Chords
By Tommy Shaw, offering insights into
the songwriting, musical structure,
performance techniques, and the
emotional landscape of this quiet
masterpiece. Whether you are a guitarist
looking to learn the song, a fan of
Shaw’s solo catalog, or a student of
songcraft, this deep dive will give you
everything you need to appreciate and
perform this track.

WHO IS TOMMY SHAW? A BRIEF
BACKGROUND

Before we examine the lyrics and chords
themselves, it helps to understand the
artist behind the music. Tommy Shaw
joined Styx in 1975 just before the

release of the album Equinox, quickly
establishing himself as a key songwriter
and lead vocalist. He penned iconic hits
like Renegade, Blue Collar Man (Long
Nights), and Too Much Time on My
Hands. Yet after Styx’s initial breakup in
the 1980s, Shaw launched a solo career
that allowed him to explore more
personal and acoustic-driven material.
His solo albums, including Girls with
Guns and What If?, showcase a
songwriting maturity that moves beyond
arena rock into introspective storytelling.
It is within this body of work that we find
Count On You, a song that exemplifies
Shaw'’s ability to blend honest lyrics with
elegantly simple chord progressions.

OVERVIEW OF THE SONG: THEME
AND EMOTIONAL CORE

At its heart, Count On You is a song
about loyalty, trust, and the quiet
strength of a dependable relationship.
Unlike the bombastic love anthems of
the 1980s, this track leans into
vulnerability. The lyrics paint a picture of
someone who has weathered storms and
learned that true reliability is found not
in grand gestures but in consistent
presence. Shaw’s vocal delivery is
understated, almost conversational,
allowing the words to breathe. This
makes the Count On You Lyrics And
Chords By Tommy Shaw particularly
appealing to singer-songwriters who
value authenticity over flash. The song is
a reminder that the most powerful
statements are often the simplest.
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BREAKING DOWN THE COUNT ON
YOU LYRICS

Verse 1: Setting
the Scene

The opening verse establishes a tone of
reflection. Shaw sings about uncertainty
and the search for something solid. The
imagery is grounded—no metaphors
about oceans or stars, just the everyday
reality of looking for a steady hand. This
accessibility makes the lyrics feel
personal to each listener. The language
is direct, which is a hallmark of Shaw’s
more mature writing. He avoids cliché by
staying specific: references to times
when promises fell through and plans
collapsed. This honesty creates an
immediate emotional connection.

Chorus: The
Anchor of the
Song

The chorus is where the title phrase
lands with weight. “I can count on you”
becomes a mantra of reassurance. Shaw
repeats the line with slight melodic
variation, driving home the message
without over-explaining. The simplicity is
intentional—when you have found
someone you can truly rely on, no
elaborate language is needed. This is a
masterclass in economical songwriting.
Every word serves the emotional
purpose.

Verse 2:
Deepening the
Narrative

The second verse adds texture by
hinting at past disappointment. Shaw
acknowledges that he has been let down
before, which makes the current
relationship more precious. This is not a
naive love song; it is one born from
experience. The lyric “I've seen the
other side” suggests a journey through
hardship. This depth gives the Count On
You Lyrics And Chords By Tommy
Shaw a universal appeal. Anyone who
has rebuilt trust after being hurt will find
resonance here.

Bridge and
Outro: Resolution
and Release

The bridge introduces a slight shift in
perspective, perhaps looking forward
rather than backward. It offers a promise
of reciprocity: because you are there for
me, | will be there for you. This mutual
commitment elevates the song from a
simple declaration to a covenant. The
outro winds down gently, with Shaw
repeating the title phrase until it fades,
as if affirming the sentiment to himself.

MUSICAL STRUCTURE AND
CHORD ANALYSIS
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Key and Tuning

Tommy Shaw often writes in keys that
suit his vocal range and allow for open,
ringing chords. Count On You is
typically performed in the key of G
major, a comfortable and bright key for
acoustic guitar. The song uses standard
tuning (E-A-D-G-B-E), which makes it
accessible for beginner and intermediate
players. There are no capo requirements
unless a singer wishes to adjust pitch for
vocal comfort.

Chord
Progression
Overview

The chord progression follows a
straightforward yet effective pattern that
supports the lyrical phrasing. The
primary chords are G, C, D, and Em. This
is the classic I-IV-V-vi progression found
in countless folk and rock songs, but
Shaw’s rhythmic approach gives it a
fresh feel. The verse progression
typically moves from G to C to D and
resolves on Em before returning. The
chorus lifts the energy slightly, often
staying longer on the C chord before
resolving back to G. This subtle shift
creates a sense of arrival that mirrors
the emotional confidence of the lyrics.

Detailed Chord
Chart

e Verse chords: G-C-D-G-Em
-C-D-G
e Chorus chords: C-G-D-Em -

C-G-D-G
e Bridge chords: Am-D-G-Em -
Am-D-G

These chords are among the first any
guitarist learns, which makes Count On
You an excellent song for expanding
repertoire without needing advanced
techniques. The beauty lies in the
strumming pattern and dynamics rather
than complex fingerings.

Strumming
Pattern and
Dynamics

Shaw uses a gentle, half-time strumming
feel in the verses, allowing the lyrics to
take center stage. The pattern is a
simple down-down-up-up-down-up, but
played with a relaxed wrist. In the
chorus, the strumming becomes fuller
and more percussive, using a driving
eighth-note pattern. This dynamic shift is
crucial—it mirrors the emotional lift from
uncertainty to certainty. To play the
song authentically, pay close attention
to the space between phrases. Shaw is a
master of the rhythmic pause.

PERFORMANCE TIPS FOR
GUITARISTS

Fingerpicking
Option

While the song works beautifully with a
pick, consider fingerpicking the verses
for a softer, more intimate texture. Use
the thumb for the bass notes (G, C, D
root notes on the low E and A strings)
and the index, middle, and ring fingers




for the treble strings. A Travis-picking
pattern (alternating bass with melody
notes) fits the song’s gentle mood.

Vocal
Considerations

Shaw’s vocal delivery in Count On You
is understated. Avoid oversinging.
Maintain a relaxed throat and focus on
clarity of diction. The song sits in a
comfortable mid-range for most male
singers, but female singers may need to
capo at the 3rd or 4th fret to find their
sweet spot. Let the emotion come
through in slight vocal breaks and
breathiness, not volume.

Acoustic Tone

Use a steel-string acoustic guitar with a
warm tone. If you are amplifying, reduce
the treble and add a touch of reverb. The
goal is to sound like you are playing in a
guiet room, not a stadium. This song is
about connection, not projection.

SONGWRITING LESSONS FROM
COUNT ON YOU

Songwriters can learn a great deal from
studying the Count On You Lyrics And
Chords By Tommy Shaw. First, the
power of repetition: Shaw uses the title
phrase as a refrain that becomes more
meaningful with each repetition. Second,
the value of contrast: the verses are
musically restless, moving through
chords, while the chorus is stable and
grounded. Third, the importance of
specificity in lyrics: Shaw names real
emotions and real experiences, avoiding
abstract poetry. These techniques are
timeless and transferable to any genre.

WHY THIS SONG DESERVES
MORE ATTENTION

In an era where pop music often
prioritizes production over songcraft,
Count On You stands as a testament to
the beauty of simplicity. It does not rely
on trendy sounds or complex
arrangements. It is just a man, his
guitar, and an honest sentiment. This
kind of songwriting is rare and precious.
For fans of Tommy Shaw, it reveals a
side of his artistry that is often
overshadowed by his arena rock hits. For
new listeners, it offers an entry point into
his solo catalog. And for guitarists, it
provides a rewarding piece that is easy
to learn but rich in emotional nuance.

LYRICS AND CHORDS IN
CONTEXT: THE FULL EXPERIENCE

To fully appreciate the song, listen to
Shaw'’s original recording while following
the chord chart. Notice how he breathes
between lines, how his gquitar fills the
spaces that his voice leaves empty. This
is the mark of a mature performer. The
recorded version likely features a simple
arrangement: acoustic guitar, perhaps a
subtle bass line, and Shaw’s vocal front
and center. Recreating that intimacy is
the goal for any cover.

CONCLUSION: THE ENDURING
POWER OF A SIMPLE PROMISE

The Count On You Lyrics And Chords
By Tommy Shaw remind us that great
music does not need to be complicated.
It needs to be true. In this song, Tommy
Shaw offers a quiet declaration of
reliability, wrapped in an accessible
chord progression and delivered with
heartfelt restraint. For guitarists,
learning this song means gaining not just
a new piece for your repertoire, but also
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a deeper understanding of how to match
chords and lyrics to serve an emotional
narrative. Whether you are playing it
alone by the fire or teaching it to a
student, Count On You carries a gentle

power that endures long after the final
chord fades. Take the time to learn it,
live with it, and let it remind you of the
people in your life who are worthy of
such a promise.



