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THE ENDURING
CHARM OF FUDGE:
AN IN-DEPTH JUDY
BLUME DOUBLE
FUDGE SUMMARY

For  generations  of
young  readers,  the
name Judy Blume has
been synonymous with
the hilarious and often
chaot ic  rea l i ty  o f
c h i l d h o o d .  F e w
characters embody this
spirit better than Peter
Hatcher’s  younger
b r o t h e r ,  F a r l e y
Drexel—better  known
as Fudge. In the fourth
novel  of  the  beloved
series,  readers  are
treated  to  another

dose of familial frenzy.
This  comprehensive
Judy  Blume  Double
Fudge  summary  will
take  you  beyond  the
basic  plot,  exploring
the  book’s  themes,
c h a r a c t e r
developments, and the
timeless  humor  that
makes  this  story  a
staple  in  children’s
literature. Whether you
are revisiting the book
for nostalgia or guiding
a  y o u n g  r e a d e r
through  it,  this  deep
dive will illuminate the
h e a r t  o f  B l u m e ’ s
classic  tale.
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A Freshly
Muddled
Beginning
: The
Howie

Problem
The  Double  Fudge
plot  kicks  off  with  a
familiar sense of dread
for  twelve-year-old
Peter Hatcher.  He has
j u s t  s u r v i v e d  a
stressful  family trip to
Washington,  D.C. ,
where  his  younger
brother,  Fudge  (now
five  years  old),
embarrassed  them  in
front of the entire city.
The  Hatcher  family  is
back in New York City,
and Peter is hoping for
a  quiet  summer.  This
hope,  as  always  in  a

Judy  Blume  novel,  is
immediately dashed by
the  introduction  of  a
new  character:  Howie
Hatcher, their long-lost
cousin.
Howie’s  arrival  is  the
catalyst  for  the  entire
story.  He  is  not  just
any  cousin;  he  is  a
money-obsessed  little
businessman who goes
b y  t h e  n i c k n a m e
“Cousin  Howie.”  His
obsession  with  cash
baffles  and  intrigues
F u d g e .  W h e n  t h e
Hatcher  family  visits
the home of Howie and
his  parents  (who  are
deceptively  named
Flora  and  Fauna) ,
Fudge  is  mesmerized
by Howie’s collection of
international  currency
and  his  re lent less
pursuit  of  profit.  This
meeting plants a seed:
Fudge  dec ides  he
wants to be rich—very,
very rich.
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A Named
Chapter
in the
Fudge
Saga
The  title  of  the  book,
Double Fudge, refers to
a new baby born to the
H a t c h e r  f a m i l y .
However,  it  is  also  a
c l e v e r  d o u b l e
entendre.  The story is
about a double dose of
the  Fudge  personality
we have come to love,
but with the twist of a
n e w  b a b y  a d d i n g
another layer of chaos.
T h e  J u d y  B l u m e
D o u b l e  F u d g e
s u m m a r y  m u s t
emphasize that this is
not just a repeat of the
earlier  books,  but  a
story  about  growth.

While Fudge is still the
same attention-seeking
tornado,  he  is  also
aging.  His  obsessions
are  becoming  more
complex,  moving from
simple toddler mischief
to  a  full-fledged
entrepreneurial  phase.

The
Moneyma
king
Scheme:
Fudge’s
Grandest
Venture
Inspired  by  Cousin
Howie,  Fudge  decides
that he must print his
own money. He creates
o n e - d o l l a r  b i l l s
featur ing  h is  own
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smiling  face  and  the
label  “Fudge  Bucks.”
He  confidently
attempts to buy a new
b i c y c l e  f r o m  a
neighborhood  store,
b e l i e v i n g  h i s
homemade currency is
just  as  good  as  real
money. This episode is
a  classic  example  of
Blume’s  ability  to  find
humor  in  a  ch i ld ’s
logical  (yet  flawed)
thinking.  Peter,  of
course,  is  mortified.
T h e  J u d y  B l u m e
D o u b l e  F u d g e
summary  o f  t h i s
section  highlights  the
strained  relationship
between  the  brothers.
P e t e r  i s  a t  t h a t
awkward age where he
wants  to  be  seen  as
mature,  and  having  a
brother  who  tries  to
buy  bikes  with  paper
pictures  of  his  own
face  is  a  constant
source of social agony.
The  “Fudge  Bucks”

s t o r y l i n e  s e r v e s
multiple purposes. It is
a  launching  pad  for
discussions  about
value,  money,  and
g r o w i n g  u p .  B u t
mostly, it  is just pure,
unadulterated  fun.
Blume  writes  Fudge
with  such  a  straight-
faced seriousness that
the reader cannot help
but  laugh.  He  is  not
being  naughty  in  a
mal ic ious  way;  he
genuinely  believes  in
his  schemes.

The
Blessing
and the
Burden:
Baby
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Tootsie
The  most  significant
plot  development  in
the  Double  Fudge
book summary is the
arrival  of  a  new baby
sister,  Tootsie.  While
the reader learns about
the  pregnancy  early
on,  it  adds a layer  of
t e n s i o n  t o  t h e
h o u s e h o l d .  M r s .
Hatcher  is  tired,  Mr.
Hatcher  is  trying  to
keep  the  peace,  and
Pe te r  i s  t r y ing  to
survive.
When  Tootsie  finally
arrives,  the  dynamic
shifts. Fudge, who is no
longer the baby of the
family,  has  a  mixed
reaction. On one hand,
he  is  jealous  of  the
attention  the  baby
receives. On the other
hand, he sees her as a
potential  new  project.
T h e  c h a r a c t e r
analysis  in  Double

Fudge  shows a softer
side of Fudge when he
interacts  with  Tootsie.
He  tries  to  teach  her
things,  though  his
m e t h o d s  a r e ,
p r e d i c t a b l y ,
unconventional.  He
tries to get her to eat a
p i c k l e  ( a  n e w
obsession of his) and is
frustrated  when  she
prefers milk.  This new
family  dynamic  forces
Fudge to mature, even
if  just  a  little,  and  it
provides  a  beautiful
parallel  to  the  early
scenes  of  the  first
book, Tales of a Fourth
Grade  Nothing,  where
Peter  struggled  with
Fudge  as  a  baby.

Peter’s
Perspecti



6

6 Judy Blume Double Fudge
Summary

2025-03-14

ve: The
Voice of

Reason
One  of  the  strongest
elements  of  this  Judy
Blume Double Fudge
s u m m a r y  i s  t h e
narrative  voice.  The
s to ry  i s  to ld  f rom
Peter’s  point  of  view.
He is now entering his
teenage years, and his
voice is  cynical,  witty,
and  exasperated.  He
serves as the reader’s
anchor in the storm of
Fudge’s chaos.  Peter’s
struggles are relatable
t o  o l d e r  s i b l i n g s
e v e r y w h e r e :  t h e
c o n s t a n t
embarrassment,  the
lack of privacy, and the
feeling that his parents
are often too lenient on
the younger child.
Peter also has his own

subplot  involving  his
best  fr iend,  J immy
Fargo, and their friend,
Sheila  Tubman.  These
re la t ionsh ips  a re
changing.  Jimmy  and
Sheila  are  suddenly
acting more interested
in  each  other,  which
confuses  and  annoys
Peter.  This  is  Blume’s
s i g n a t u r e  s t y l e :
embedding  the  real,
awkward  feelings  of
growing up into a story
that is ostensibly about
a  funny  five-year-old.
The Judy Blume book
series analysis  often
notes how Peter grows
in  each  installment,
and  in  Double  Fudge,
he  is  on  the  cusp  of
adulthood,  trying  to
hold onto his childhood
while  being  dragged
forward  by  his  family.

The Great
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Family
Vacation:
A Roller
Coaster

of Events
Much  of  the  book’s
second  half  is  set  in
Ma ine ,  where  the
H a t c h e r s  g o  o n
vacation.  This  is  a
classic  sett ing  for
Blume—a  confined
space (a rental house)
where  personalities
clash  and  bonds  are
tested.  The  vacation
chapters are crucial to
t h e  J u d y  B l u m e
D o u b l e  F u d g e
summary  because
they isolate the family
f rom  the i r  normal
routines.
In  Maine,  Fudge’s
obsession  with  money

reaches  its  peak.  He
tries to sell  rocks and
shells to tourists on the
beach. He haggles with
s to re  owne r s .  He
becomes  obsessed
w i t h  w i n n i n g  a
m i n i a t u r e  g o l f
t o u r n a m e n t  ( t h e
“Double Fudge” theme
applies here too, as it
is a game of skill that
Fudge attacks with his
typical  intensity).  The
vacation also  provides
a  subplot  for  Peter,
w h o  m e e t s  a  g i r l
named  Isabel.  This  is
Peter’s  first  real  crush,
and  Blume  handles  it
with  the  same  gentle
honesty she applies to
all  her  “growing  up”
t h e m e s .  P e t e r  i s
awkward,  shy,  and
s a y s  t h e  w r o n g
things—it  is  perfectly
authentic.
The  c l imax  o f  the
vacat ion—and  the
book—builds  around
the  family’s  financial



8

8 Judy Blume Double Fudge
Summary

2025-03-14

strain.  Cousin  Howie
and his parents arrive
for  a  visit,  bringing
even more  chaos.  Mr.
Hatcher’s  patience  is
tested  as  he  watches
his  money  fly  away,
and Fudge’s relentless
requests for expensive
items  lead  to  a  final,
explosive confrontation
where  Dad  puts  his
foot  down.  This  scene
is a turning point. It is
no t  a  happy ,  t i dy
reso lu t i on ,  bu t  a
rea l i s t ic  one.  The
family is stressed, but
they love each other.

Thematic
Depth in
a
Lighthear

ted Novel
While  a  Judy  Blume
D o u b l e  F u d g e
s u m m a r y  m i g h t
emphasize the humor,
it  is  important to look
at  the  themes.  This
book is primarily about
growing  up  and
family  dynamics  in
Double  Fudge .  I t
explores  how  children
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
concept  of  money.
F u d g e  d o e s  n o t
understand  why  he
cannot just print more;
Howie  understands  a
little more but is still a
c h i l d ;  a n d  P e t e r
understands the value
of  work  and  saving.
The book also touches
o n  t h e  t h e m e  o f
ident i ty .  Fudge  is
trying to figure out who
he  is,  separate  from
the  family.  He  has
changed since the last
book. He is not just the
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kid  who  swallowed  a
turtle anymore; he is a
boy  with  ambition,
however misguided.

Literary
Style and
Lasting
Impact
Judy Blume’s writing in
this book is sharp and
conversational.  She
uses  short  sentences
and direct dialogue to
mimic  the  way  kids
actually talk. The book
review  of  Double
Fudge  often  praise
Blume’s ability to make
mundane  family  life
feel epic. A trip to the
dentist or a ride on a
ferry becomes a life-or-
death  drama  when
filtered  through
Fudge’s  perspective.
This book, published in

2002, was the fourth in
the  series  and  was
eagerly  awaited  by
fans who had grown up
with Peter and Fudge.
It did not disappoint. It
captured  the  same
magic  as  the  earlier
b o o k s  w h i l e
acknowledging that the
characters  (and  their
readers)  were  getting
older.

A
Character
Study of
the
Hatcher
Family
Understanding  the
F u d g e  s e r i e s
characters  is  key  to
enjoying  the  book.
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P e t e r  i s  o u r
nar ra tor—sens ib le ,
stressed,  and  secretly
lov ing  h is  fami ly .
Fudge is the id of the
f a m i l y — i m p u l s i v e ,
c r e a t i v e ,  a n d
boundless.  Tootsie  is
the new variable.  She
changes  the  shape  of
the family. Mr. Hatcher
i s  t h e  c l a s s i c
1 9 9 0 s / 2 0 0 0 s  T V
dad—loving, frustrated,
and  prone  to  having
“episodes”  where  he
yells.  Mrs.  Hatcher  is
the manager—trying to
keep  everyone  fed,
clothed,  and  sane.
Sheila  and  Jimmy  are
the  external  friends
who provide a view of
the normal  world  that
Peter longs for.

The Road

to
Resolutio
n:
Patience
and
Pickles
The ending of the book
is  not  a  triumphant
victory  but  a  quiet
acceptance.  Fudge
does  not  become  a
millionaire.  He  does
n o t  g e t  r i d  o f  h i s
obsession  with  money
overnight.  Instead,  he
learns  a  small  lesson
about  family  being
more  important  than
cash.  The  final  scene
involves  the  family
sharing  a  meal,  with
Fudge  now  fixated  on
pickles  (and  trying  to
get Tootsie to eat one).
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The  cycle  continues.
The chaos is not gone,
but  i t  is  contained
within a circle of love.
Th is  i s  a  po ignant
message  for  young
readers:  life  is  messy,
families  are  loud,  but
you are safe.

Why This
Book
Matters
in
Children’s
Literature
When  writing  a  Judy
Blume Double Fudge
s u m m a r y ,  i t  i s
impossible  to  ignore
the  author’s  legacy.
Judy Blume is a master
of  the  realistic  fiction
genre for middle-grade

readers.  She does not
talk  down to  children.
She  respects  their
intelligence  and  their
emotional  capacity.
This  book  teaches
empathy.  The  reader
understands why Peter
is  frustrated,  but  they
also  understand  why
Fudge acts the way he
does. This ability to see
both sides is a crucial
l e s s o n  f o r  y o u n g
readers.

Final
Thoughts
on the
Fourth
Fudge
Adventur
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e
In  c los ing,  Double
Fudge  i s  a  wor thy
addition to the series.
It is a book about the
comp l i ca t i ons  o f
g r o w i n g  u p ,  t h e
embarrassment  of
family,  and  the  small
joys  that  make  it  all
worthwhile.  The  Judy
Blume Double Fudge
summary  provided
here only scratches the

surface  of  this  rich,
funny,  and  heartfelt
story.  It  is  a  book for
children  navigating
sibl ing  r ivalry,  for
parents  who  need  a
break from perfection,
and  for  anyone  who
remembers  the  sheer,
u n a d u l t e r a t e d
weirdness  of  being  a
kid. Peter Hatcher may
not always get a thank
you,  but  he  gets  the
last word—and that is a
victory.


