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DISCOVERING THE
MAGIC OF BARNEY
GO TO THE ZOO

For  generations  of
children,  the  purple
dinosaur  Barney  has
b e e n  a  b e l o v e d
companion,  teaching
va luab le  l e s sons
through  song,  dance,
and  imaginative  play.
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
cherished  episodes  in
the long-running series
Barney & Friends  is
the  adventure  titled
"Barney  Go  To  The
Zoo."  This  delightful
segment  captures  the
wonder  of  a  zoo  visit
w h i l e  w e a v i n g  i n

educational  themes
a b o u t  a n i m a l s ,
f r i e n d s h i p ,  a n d
curiosity. Whether you
are a parent looking to
introduce  your  little
o n e  t o  c l a s s i c
c h i l d r e n ' s
programming  or  an
educator  seek ing
engaging  content,
exploring  this  episode
offers  timeless
benefits.  In  this
comprehensive  article,
we' l l  d ive  into  the
episode's  storyline,  its
educational  value,
creative  activit ies
inspired by it, and why
"Barney  Go  To  The
Zoo" remains a favorite
a m o n g  f a m i l i e s
worldwide.
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THE STORYLINE OF
BARNEY GO TO
THE ZOO

In this episode, Barney
a n d  h i s
friends—including Baby
Bop, BJ, and a group of
e n t h u s i a s t i c
children—embark  on
an exciting trip to the
l o c a l  z o o .  T h e
adventure  begins  with
Barney  singing  the
iconic  "Barney  Theme
S o n g , "  s e t t i n g  a
cheerful  tone. As they
arrive, the children are
greeted by a variety of
a n i m a l s :  l i o n s ,
monkeys,  elephants,
giraffes,  and  more.
Each animal encounter
becomes  a  learning
moment,  with  Barney
explaining  fun  facts
about  the  creatures,
their  habitats,  and
their  behaviors.
T h e  e p i s o d e
seamlessly blends live-
action  footage  of  real

zoo  animals  with  the
colorful, gentle world of
Barney.  The  children
ask  questions,  mimic
animal  sounds,  and
even  pretend  to  be
their  favorite  animals
during imaginative play
s e g m e n t s .  T h e
highlight  is  a  sing-
along called "If You're
H a p p y  a n d  Y o u
K n o w  I t  ( Z o o
Version)"  where  kids
stomp  like  elephants,
swing  like  monkeys,
and roar like lions. By
the  end,  the  children
have  not  only  had  a
memorable  day  but
also  learned  about
respecting animals and
the  importance  of
caring  for  all  l iving
things.

Key



Barney Go To The Zoo 3

3

Scenes
and Their

Impact
T h e  e p i s o d e  i s
structured  around
several key scenes that
make  "Barney  Go  To
T h e  Z o o "  b o t h
en te r ta in ing  and
educational:

The Arrival
Song: Barney
leads a cheerful
tune about the
excitement of
seeing animals.
This sets a
positive
expectation for
the adventure.
Animal
Encounters:
Each animal is
introduced with a
short educational
segment. For
example, when

they meet a
zookeeper
feeding a giraffe,
Barney explains
that giraffes
have long necks
to reach leaves
high in trees.
Imaginative
Play: After
watching the
animals, the
children pretend
to be the
creatures,
reinforcing what
they learned
through physical
movement.
Goodbye at the
Zoo: A gentle
song about
saying goodbye
to the animals
teaches children
about transitions
and gratitude.

These  scenes  a re
designed  to  hold  a
toddler's  attention
while delivering subtle
lessons.  The  use  of
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repetition,  music,  and
friendly  characters
makes  the  content
highly  accessible.

EDUCATIONAL
VALUE OF BARNEY
GO TO THE ZOO

"Barney  Go  To  The
Zoo" is more than just
entertainment—it  is  a
ca re fu l l y  c ra f ted
educational  tool.  The
episode  aligns  with
e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d
learning  objectives,
including  language
development,  social-
emotional  skills,  and
basic science concepts.

Language
and
Vocabular

y Building
T h r o u g h o u t  t h e
episode,  children  are
introduced  to  new
words  l ike  habitat ,
zookeeper,  trunk  (for
elephant),  and  mane
(for  lion).  Barney  and
the  children  repeat
these  words  in  songs
and  conversations,
helping  to  reinforce
vocabulary. The show's
slow pacing and clear
pronunciation are ideal
for  young  learners,
including  those  who
are  just  beginning  to
speak.

Social
and
Emotional
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Learning
One of the core themes
of Barney is  kindness,
and this episode is no
e x c e p t i o n .  T h e
c h a r a c t e r s
demonstrate  how  to
treat  animals  with
r e s p e c t — b y  n o t
feeding  them  snacks,
s t a y i n g  b e h i n d
barriers,  and  using
qu ie t  vo ices .  The
children  also  learn  to
share their excitement,
take  turns  looking
through  binoculars,
and  comfort  a  friend
who  is  scared  of  a
large  elephant.  These
m o m e n t s  t e a c h
empathy,  cooperation,
a n d  e m o t i o n a l
regulation.

Early

Science
Concepts
While  the  episode  is
not a biology lesson, it
p l a n t s  s e e d s  o f
curiosity  about  the
natural world. Children
learn that zebras have
stripes  for  camouflage,
that monkeys eat fruit,
and that some animals
are  nocturnal.  These
simple facts can spark
a  lifelong  interest  in
wildlife.  Parents  and
teachers can use these
points as springboards
for deeper exploration,
such as reading books
about  specific  animals
or visiting a zoo in real
life.

CREATIVE
ACTIVITIES
INSPIRED BY
BARNEY GO TO



6

6 Barney Go To The Zoo 2023-08-21

THE ZOO

After  watching  the
episode, children often
want  to  extend  the
experience  through
play. Here are several
activity  ideas  that
br ing  the  magic  of
"Barney  Go  To  The
Zoo" into your home or
classroom.

DIY Zoo
Sensory
Bin
Create a small sensory
bin using a plastic tub,
brown rice or sand, and
plastic  toy  animals.
Add  small  trees  (craft
sticks with green pom-
poms)  and  a  l i t t le
"pond"  (blue  glass
gems).  Let  children
pretend  to  be  the
zookeeper, feeding and
caring for the animals.
T h i s  a c t i v i t y

strengthens  fine  motor
skills  and  imaginative
thinking.

Animal
Movemen
t Game
Play a game where you
cal l  out  an  animal
n a m e — s u c h  a s
" e l e p h a n t " — a n d
children  stomp  their
feet and swing an arm
l i k e  a  t r u n k .  F o r
"monkey," they scratch
their armpits and make
"oo-oo"  sounds.  For
"kangaroo,"  they  hop.
This not only reinforces
m e m o r y  b u t  a l s o
provides  a  healthy
d o s e  o f  p h y s i c a l
activity, mimicking the
active segments of the
episode.
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Barney-
Style
Sing-

Along
Print  out  the  lyrics  to
"If  You're  Happy  and
Y o u  K n o w  I t  ( Z o o
Version)"  and  have  a
family  sing-along.  Add
simple  hand  motions:
for  "stomp your  feet,"
stomp;  for  "flap  your
wings,"  flap  arms.  This
b u i l d s  r h y t h m ,
coordinat ion,  and
group participation.

Zoo Field
Trip
Preparati

on
If  you  are  planning  a
real  zoo  v is i t ,  use
"Barney  Go  To  The
Zoo" as a preparatory
t o o l .  W a t c h  t h e
episode  together  and
discuss  what  animals
you  might  see.  The
children  can  make  a
simple  checklist  with
pictures  of  animals
(giraffe,  lion,  penguin,
etc.)  and  check  them
off  during  the  actual
t r ip .  Th is  reduces
anxiety  for  first-time
visitors  and  builds
excitement.

WHY BARNEY GO
TO THE ZOO
REMAINS A
CLASSIC

F i rs t  a i r ing  in  the
1990s ,  Barney  &
Friends  episodes  like
"Barney  Go  To  The
Zoo"  have  stood  the
test of time. There are
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several  reasons  why
this  episode continues
t o  b e  a  g o - t o  f o r
parents and educators.

Gentle,
Age-
Appropria
te
Content
In an era of fast-paced,
flashy  children's
media,  Barney's  slow
pace  and  soft  tones
offer  a  calming
a l t e r n a t i v e .  T h e
episode has no villains,
no  conflict,  and  no
scary  moments.  This
makes it safe for even
the  youngest  viewers,
including  toddlers  and
preschoolers.  The
focus  is  pure ly  on
discovery  and  joy.

Encourag
es Real-
World
Connectio
n
By showing a zoo as a
place  of  wonder,  the
e p i s o d e  i n s p i r e s
children to want to visit
a  real  zoo.  It  models
appropriate  behavior
(saying  please  and
t h a n k  y o u  t o  t h e
zookeeper,  staying
with the group) so that
children know what to
expect.  This  reduces
the  overwhelm  that
some children  feel  on
field trips.
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Musical
Learning
that

Sticks
The  songs  in  "Barney
Go  To  The  Zoo"  are
catchy  but  simple.
Many adults still recall
the "I Love You" song
from  their  childhood.
The  zoo-specific  tunes
help  children  recall
facts months later. For
instance,  a  child  who
remembers  the  song
about zebras can easily
recall that zebras have
stripes when they see
one in a book.

Parental

and
Teacher
Resource
s
Because the episode is
so  richly  layered,  it
lends  itself  to  lesson
plans.  Kindergarten
teachers often use it as
a  hook  for  a  unit  on
animals. Parents create
t h e m e d  b i r t h d a y
parties  around  the
e p i s o d e .  T h e
avai labi l i ty  of  the
episode  on  streaming
platforms  means  that
n e w  g e n e r a t i o n s
continue to discover it.

HOW TO EXTEND
THE LEARNING
BEYOND THE
SCREEN

T o  m a x i m i z e  t h e
educational  benefits  of
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"Barney  Go  To  The
Zoo,"  consider  these
s t r a t e g i e s  t h a t
integrate  viewing  with
hands-on experiences.

Reading
Compani
on Books
There  are  severa l
picture books based on
the  episode,  such  as
Barney  Goes  to  the
Zoo  from  the  Barney
series.  Reading  the
book  after  watching
the  episode  reinforces
vocabulary  and  allows
for  discussion  at  a
child's  own  pace.  Ask
questions  like,  "What
was  your  favor i te
animal?"  or  "Why  do
y o u  t h i n k  t h e
zookeeper  wears  a
hat?"

Animal
Classifica
tion
Sorting
Print out images of the
an ima l s  f r om  the
episode (lion, monkey,
elephant,  giraffe,
zebra,  etc.)  and  have
children sort them into
groups:  animals  that
l ive  in  the  jungle ,
animals that live in the
savanna,  animals  that
swim.  Th is  s imple
science  activity  builds
categorization skills.

Art
Project:
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Zoo
Diorama
U s e  a  s h o e b o x ,
construction  paper,
and  sma l l  p las t i c
animals to create a zoo
diorama.  Children  can
paint the inside of the
box to look like a zoo
habitat,  add  a  "water
hole" made of blue foil,
a n d  a r r a n g e  t h e
a n i m a l s .  T h i s
encourages  spatial
planning and creativity.
Display  the  diorama
and  have  the  chi ld
narrate  a  "zoo  tour"
just like Barney did.

Role-
Playing
as Barney
Encourage imaginative
play by using a purple

dinosaur  costume  (or
even a purple shirt and
a green hat) and acting
o u t  t h e  e p i s o d e .
Children can take turns
being  Barney,  Baby
Bop, or the zookeeper.
T h i s  t y p e  o f  p l a y
enhances  language
s k i l l s  a n d  s o c i a l
interaction.

BARNEY GO TO
THE ZOO IN THE
CONTEXT OF
EARLY CHILDHOOD
DEVELOPMENT

Child  development
experts  often  praise
B a r n e y  f o r  h i s
inclusive,  posit ive
m e s s a g i n g .  T h e
ep isode  suppor ts
several  developmental
domains:

Cognitive
Development:
Learning animal
names, facts,
and songs
improves
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memory and
categorization.
Language
Development:
Hearing and
repeating new
words expands
vocabulary. The
repetition in
songs aids
language
acquisition.
Motor
Development:
Imitating animal
movements
develops gross
motor skills and
body awareness.
Social-
Emotional
Development:
Watching
characters share,
help each other,
and express
curiosity models
prosocial
behavior.

Because the episode is
structured  around  a
clear sequence (arrival,

e x p l o r a t i o n ,
conclusion),  it  also
h e l p s  c h i l d r e n
understand  narrative
flow  and  sequencing.

FREQUENTLY
ASKED QUESTIONS
ABOUT BARNEY GO
TO THE ZOO

Is the
episode
available
on
streamin
g
services?
Y e s ,  B a r n e y  &
Friends  episodes,
including  "Barney  Go
T o  T h e  Z o o , "  a r e
available  on  platforms
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l ike  Amazon  Prime
Video, YouTube (official
c h a n n e l ) ,  a n d
sometimes on PBS Kids
streaming.  Always
check licensing in your
region.

What age
group is
this
episode
suitable
for?
T h e  e p i s o d e  i s
designed  for  children
ages 1 to 5 years old.
Its  simple  language
and  gentle  tone  work
well for toddlers, while
preschoolers still enjoy
the  songs  and  animal
facts.

Can I use
this
episode
for a
classroo
m lesson?
Abso lu te ly .  Many
teachers  use  i t  to
introduce  a  theme
about  animals  or  the
zoo.  It  works  well  for
circle  time,  and  the
songs can be used for
movement breaks.

Are there
any
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related
merchan
dise or

toys?
Over the years, various
toy  companies  have
released Barney  plush
t o y s ,  b o o k s ,  a n d
puzzles  featuring  the
zoo  theme.  Look  for
vintage items on resale
sites or newer versions
f r o m  t h e  B a r n e y
brand's official store.

CONCLUSION

"Barney  Go  To  The
Zoo"  is  much  more
t h a n  a  s i m p l e
children's  television
episode—it is  a joyful,

educational experience
that  has  del ighted
audiences for decades.
Through  its  gentle
s t o r y t e l l i n g ,
memorable songs, and
positive  messages,  it
encourages children to
exp lore  the  wor ld
around  them  wi th
curiosity and kindness.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
revisiting  a  childhood
favorite or  discovering
it for the first time with
your  own  child,  this
episode  offers  a  warm,
enriching  adventure
that stands the test of
time.  So  gather  your
little ones, sing along,
and  let  Barney  guide
you  on  a  trip  to  the
z o o — n o  t i c k e t
required, just a love for
l e a r n i n g  a n d
imagination.


