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THE TIMELESS ALLURE OF MORE
THAN WORDS SHEET MUSIC

Few  songs  in  the  history  of  popular
music have captured the essence of raw,
acoustic emotion quite like More Than
Words  by  the  rock  band  Extreme.
Released in 1991, this ballad became an
instant classic, not only for its poignant
lyrics about the complexities of love and
communicat ion  but  a lso  for  i ts
deceptively  intricate  guitar  work.  For

decades,  musicians  and  enthusiasts
have  sought  out  More  Than  Words
sheet  music  to  learn  the  delicate
fingerpicking  patterns  and  vocal
harmonies  that  define  the  track.
Whether you are a beginner picking up a
guitar  for  the  first  time  or  an
experienced  pianist  exploring  new
arrangements, the sheet music for this
song offers a rewarding challenge and a
beautiful piece to add to your repertoire.
This article delves deep into everything
you need to know about this iconic piece
of music, from its origins and structure
to  where  you  can  find  the  best  editions
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and how to master them.
The song itself  is  a  study in  contrast.
While Extreme was known for their high-
energy, funk-infused hard rock anthems,
More  Than  Words  stripped  everything
back to a single acoustic guitar and a
dua l  voca l  pe r f o rmance .  Th i s
vulnerability is precisely what makes the
sheet music so fascinating. It is not just
a transcription of notes; it is a map of
emotional expression. Understanding the
More  Than  Words  sheet  music  is
about more than just playing the right
notes—it is  about capturing the gentle
push and pull of the rhythm, the subtle
dynamics, and the intimate conversation
between the voice and the guitar. As we
explore  this  topic,  we  will  cover  the
history,  the  technical  aspects,  the
various arrangements available, and the

best strategies for learning this timeless
masterpiece.

THE HISTORY BEHIND THE MUSIC

To  truly  appreciate  the  More  Than
Words  sheet  music,  one  must  first
understand  the  context  in  which  the
song was born. Written by guitarist Nuno
Bettencourt and vocalist Gary Cherone,
the  song  was  in i t ia l ly  a  s imple,
throwaway  idea  during  a  soundcheck.
Bettencourt was messing around with a
fingerpicking  pattern,  and  Cherone
spontaneously  sang  the  opening  lines.
The  band  almost  left  the  song  off  their
album  Pornograffitti,  thinking  it  was  too
soft  and  out  of  character.  Thankfully,
their producer convinced them to keep
it.
When the song was released as a single,
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i t  became  a  global  phenomenon,
reaching  number  one  on  the  Billboard
Hot 100. The sheet music industry saw a
massive surge in demand for the official
transcription.  What  made this  song so
special for guitarists was the fact that it
featured  no  electric  guitar  solos,  no
distortion, and no heavy backing. It was
a  pure,  acoustic  fingerstyle  piece.  The
official More Than Words sheet music
for guitar became a holy grail for players
who wanted to replicate the exact sound
of  Bettencourt's  playing,  including  the
percussive slaps on the guitar body and
the rapid, alternating bass notes.

Why the Song

Remains a Staple
in Sheet Music
Collections
Decades after  its  release,  the demand
for  More  Than  Words  sheet  music
has not  waned.  It  remains  one of  the
most searched-for pieces in online music
stores and libraries. Why? Because it is a
rite  of  passage.  The  song  employs  a
Travis-picking  style  combined  with  a
flamenco-inspired  rhythm  that  tests  a
player's  coordination.  For  pianists,  the
melody is equally satisfying, requiring a
de l i ca te  touch  to  ba lance  the
accompaniment  with  the  vocal  line.
Furthermore,  the  song  is  a  popular
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choice for weddings, talent shows, and
acoustic  sets,  ensuring  that  new
generations of players continually seek
out the music.

UNDERSTANDING THE DIFFERENT
ARRANGEMENTS OF MORE THAN
WORDS SHEET MUSIC

When you search for More Than Words
sheet music, you will quickly discover
that not all sheet music is created equal.
The  song  has  been  transcribed  for  a
variety  of  instruments  and skill  levels.
Choosing  the  right  arrangement  is
crucial  for  a  successful  learning
experience.

Guitar Tablature
and Standard
Notation
By far the most common format for the
song is guitar tablature (tab) combined
with  standard  notation.  The  original
recording  is  played  on  a  steel-string
acoustic  guitar  in  standard  tuning
(EADGBE), with the capo on the second
fret. This is a critical detail found in any
accurate  More  Than  Words  sheet
music. The capo placement means that
the chord shapes are based on G, C, and
D, but the actual sound is in the key of
A.  The  sheet  music  wil l  show  the
fingerpicking pattern in detail, indicating
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which  strings  are  plucked  with  the
thumb (T) and which with the index (I),
middle (M), and ring (A) fingers.
Many  intermediate  guitarists  struggle
with the tempo and the independence
required  between  the  thumb  (which
maintains  a  steady bass  line)  and the
fingers  (which  play  the  melody  and
syncopated rhythms). A good edition of
the  sheet  music  will  include  dynamic
markings and tempo suggestions to help
the player capture the song's gentle ebb
and flow.

Piano and Vocal

Arrangements
For  pianists,  the  More  Than  Words
sheet music typically comes in a piano-
vocal-guitar  (PVG)  format.  This  places
the melody in the treble clef (the vocal
l i n e ) ,  s u p p o r t e d  b y  a  p i a n o
accompaniment  in  the  bass  clef.  The
piano  arrangement  often  simplifies  the
intricate  guitar  fingerpicking  into
arpeggiated  chords  that  flow  smoothly
under  the  vocal  melody.  This  version
requires the player to sing while playing,
wh ich  demands  a  h igh  leve l  o f
multitasking.  The  sheet  music  usually
includes  the lyrics  with  chord symbols
above  the  staff,  allowing  guitarists  to
strum  along  if  they  wish.
Beginners  looking  for  an  easier
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challenge  may  find  simplified  piano
arrangements.  These  reduce  the
c o m p l e x i t y  o f  t h e  l e f t - h a n d
accompaniment,  focusing  on  block
chords instead of arpeggios, making the
More  Than  Words  sheet  music
accessible  to  those  who  are  sti l l
developing their hand independence.

Lead Sheets and
Lyric/Chord
Charts
For the experienced musician or those
simply playing around a campfire, a lead
sheet or a simple lyric chart with chords
may  suffice.  However,  for  the  authentic

sound, a full transcription is necessary.
The More Than Words sheet music in
lead sheet format will provide the basic
melody,  the  chord  names  (G,  Cadd9,
Dsus4, etc.), and the lyrics. It leaves the
arrangement up to the player, which is
perfect  for  jazz-influenced
interpretations  or  solo  performances
where  you  want  to  improvise.

HOW TO READ AND INTERPRET
THE NOTATION

Learning  from  More  Than  Words
sheet  music  requires  more  than  just
reading  notes.  The  song  is  highly
rhythmic and percussive.  Here are the
key elements you will encounter in the
notation.

Percussive Slaps: In the guitar



More Than Words Sheet Music 7

7

tablature, you will see an "X" on
the note head. This indicates a
percussive slap against the strings
(usually the lower strings) to
mimic a drum beat. This is a
signature element of Nuno
Bettencourt's playing style.
Hammer-ons and Pull-offs: The
sheet music is full of legato
articulations. These are
represented by a curved line (slur)
connecting two notes. They allow
the melody to flow smoothly
without picking every single note.
Dynamic Markings: The song is
meant to be intimate. You will see
markings like p (piano/soft) and mf
(mezzo-forte/medium loud). The
chorus often swells slightly louder
in the sheet music, only to fall

back to a whisper for the verses.
Tempo and Time Signature:
The song is written in 4/4 time, but
it has a swung, triplet feel.
Accurate More Than Words
sheet music will often include a
notation like "Moderately slow,
with a gentle groove." The tempo
usually hovers around 95-100
BPM.

Common
Mistakes When
Reading the
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Sheet Music
A  common  pitfall  for  beginners  is
neglecting the rest strokes. In the guitar
arrangement, the thumb should rest on
the next string after plucking to dampen
the sound and create  that  crisp,  tight
bass  line.  The  sheet  music  may  not
explicitly show this, but it is implied by
the style. Another mistake is rushing the
tempo. The magic of this song lies in the
space between the notes. Use the More
Than Words sheet music  as a guide
for  timing,  but  allow for  rubato (slight
speeding  up  and  slowing  down)  for
emotional effect.

WHERE TO FIND QUALITY MORE

THAN WORDS SHEET MUSIC

Finding a reliable source for More Than
Words  sheet  music  is  essential.
Accuracy  is  paramount,  as  the  wrong
chord or rhythm can completely change
the feel of the song. Here are the best
places to look.

Official Music Publishing1.
Websites: Websites like
Musicnotes.com, Sheet Music Plus,
and Hal Leonard offer the official,
licensed arrangements. These are
the most accurate versions
available, having been reviewed
by the publishers and often by the
artists themselves. You can usually
transpose the key and preview the
first page before purchasing.
Digital Download Stores: The2.
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convenience of digital downloads
cannot be overstated. You can buy
the More Than Words sheet
music in PDF format instantly.
This allows you to print it out or
view it on a tablet during practice
or performance.
Online Marketplaces: Amazon3.
and eBay sometimes have used
physical copies of the original
songbooks from the 1990s. These
vintage editions can be collector's
items and often contain the exact
transcriptions used by the original
band.
Free Tab Websites: Websites4.
like Ultimate Guitar offer user-
submitted tabs and sheet music.
While these are tempting because
they are free, they are often

inaccurate, incomplete, or lack the
dynamic markings found in the
official versions. They can be
useful for getting the gist of the
song, but for serious study, official
More Than Words sheet music
is highly recommended.

What to Look for
in a Good Edition
When  purchasing  More  Than  Words
sheet  music,  look  for  editions  that
include  both  standard  notation  and
tablature (if you are a guitarist). Ensure
the  sheet  music  specifies  the  capo
placement. For piano players, look for a
version  that  includes  fingering
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suggestions  to  help  navigate  the wide
stretches  in  the  accompaniment.
Reading  reviews  from other  musicians
can  also  help  you  determine  if  the
transcription accurately captures the feel
of the original recording.

TIPS FOR LEARNING AND
PERFORMING THE SONG

Mastering this  piece requires patience.
Here is a step-by-step approach to using
your More Than Words sheet music
effectively.

Break It Down

Into Sections
The  song  has  a  clear  structure:  Intro,
Verse,  Pre-Chorus,  Chorus,  Bridge,  and
Outro.  Do not  try  to  tackle  the  whole
song  at  once .  I so la te  the  in t ro
fingerpicking  pattern  from  the  sheet
music  and practice it  until  it  becomes
muscle  memory.  This  pattern  repeats
throughout  most  of  the  song,  so
mastering it first is a massive win.

Focus on the
Thumb
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Independence
For guitarists, the thumb plays the bass
strings (E, A, and D) on the beat. The
fingers play the melody on the off-beats.
Take  the  More  Than  Words  sheet
music  and  practice  just  the  bass  line
with your thumb. Once that is  steady,
add  the  fingerpicking.  If  you  are  a
p ian is t ,  pract ice  the  le f t -hand
accompaniment separately until it feels
natural.

Sing While You
Play
The song is  famous for  its  harmonies.
Once  you  have  the  instrumental  part

down, combine it with the vocal melody.
This  is  the  hardest  step.  The  vocal
rhythm  often  syncopates  against  the
guitar  or  piano rhythm. Use the sheet
music  to  map  out  exactly  where  the
lyrics fall against the notes. Start slowly,
perhaps just humming the melody while
you play, before adding the full lyrics.

Record Yourself
One of the best ways to improve is to
record  your  practice  sessions.  Listen
back to  your  recording while  following
along  with  the  More  Than  Words
sheet music.  Check your timing, your
dynamics, and your articulation. You will
often catch mistakes that you didn't hear
while you were playing.
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THE EMOTIONAL IMPACT OF
PLAYING THE MUSIC

Ultimately, the goal of using More Than

Words sheet music is not just to play
the  correct  notes,  but  to  convey  the
emotion of the song. The piece is about
the inadequacy


