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INTRODUCTION

A single wall can
change the entire feel
of a room. Whether
you want to draw
attention to a fireplace,
create a focal point
behind your bed, or
add a jolt of personality
to a neutral space, a
painted feature wall is
one of the most
affordable and
impactful projects you
can tackle. Learning
how to paint a
feature wall correctly
is essential to
achieving a
professional, polished
result that enhances

your home rather than
detracting from it.
While the concept is
simple, the process
involves more than just
picking a bold color
and hoping for the
best. With the right
preparation, tools, and
technique, you can
transform an ordinary
room into something
memorable.

WHATIS A
FEATURE WALL
AND WHY SHOULD
YOU PAINT ONE?

A feature wall,
sometimes called an
accent wall, is a single
wall in a room that is
painted a different
color or finish from the


https://www.everybodystreet.com/

surrounding walls. The
goal is to create a
natural focal point that
adds depth, interest,
and contrast to the
space. Unlike
wallpaper or textured
panels, paint offers a
cost-effective and
relatively quick way to
achieve this effect. A
well-executed painted
feature wall can make
a room feel larger,
more dynamic, or
cozier depending on
the color and
placement. It also
allows you to
experiment with bolder
hues or finishes that
might feel
overwhelming if
applied to all four
walls.

CHOOSING THE
RIGHT WALL FOR
YOUR FEATURE

Before you even open
a can of paint, you
need to decide which

wall will become your
focal point. Not every
wall is suited to being a
feature wall, and the
wrong choice can make
a room feel unbalanced
or awkward. Look for a
wall that naturally
draws the eye when
you enter the room.
Common choices
include the wall behind
a bed in a bedroom,
the wall behind a sofa
in a living room, or the
wall that contains a
fireplace or a large
piece of art. Avoid
choosing a wall with
too many doors or
windows, as the visual
impact of your feature
can be broken up. A
solid, uninterrupted
surface works best for
maximum effect.

SELECTING THE
PERFECT COLOR
AND FINISH

Color selection is
where your personal
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style takes center
stage. When you
decide how to paint a
feature wall, the color
you choose should
complement the
existing palette of the
room. You can go for a
deeper shade of your
current wall color to
create a subtle, tonal
effect, or you can pick
a contrasting color
from the color wheel
for a bolder statement.
Dark blues, charcoals,
deep greens, and rich
terracottas are popular
choices because they
add drama without
feeling garish. If you
prefer a softer look,
consider pastels or
muted earth tones. The
finish is equally
important. For most
interior walls, a satin or
eggshell finish offers a
good balance of
durability and sheen. A
matte finish  hides
imperfections well but

can be harder to clean.
For a truly dramatic
effect, you  might
consider a high-gloss
or even a metallic
finish, though these
require more
preparation and skill to
apply evenly.

TOOLS AND
MATERIALS YOU'LL
NEED

Having the right tools
on hand before you
begin will save you
time and frustration.
Here is a list of
essential items for
painting a feature wall:

e High-quality
paint in your
chosen color and
finish

 Painter's tape
(blue or green for
clean removal)

e Drop cloths or
plastic sheeting
to protect floors
and furniture



e Aroller frame
with a medium-
nap roller cover
(for smooth
walls) or a
thicker nap (for
textured walls)

e A paint tray with
disposable liners

¢ An angled sash
brush (2 to 2.5
inches) for
cutting in along
edges and
corners

e Spackle or filler
for repairing
holes and cracks

e Sandpaper
(medium and
fine grit)

e A clean damp
cloth or sponge

e Paint primer
(especially if
covering a dark
color or painting
over bare
drywall)

e Stir sticks for
mixing paint

Investing in quality

painter's tape and a
good brush will make a
noticeable difference in
the final result. Cheap
tape can bleed or peel
off unexpectedly,
ruining your crisp lines.

STEP-BY-STEP
GUIDE: HOW TO
PAINT A FEATURE
WALL

Step 1:
Prepare
the Room
and Wall
Surface

Preparation is the
single most important
step in achieving a
professional finish.
Start by moving
furniture away from
the wall you plan to
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paint. Cover the floor
with drop cloths and
drape plastic sheeting
over any furniture that
cannot be moved.
Remove outlet covers,
light switch plates, and
any wall hangings. This
is also a good time to
inspect the wall for any
nails, screws, or
picture hangers that
need to be removed.

Step 2:
Clean
and
Repair
the Wall

Over time, walls
accumulate dust,
grease, and grime.
Wash the wall with a
mild detergent and
water solution, then
rinse with clean water

and allow it to dry
completely. Once dry,
examine the surface
for cracks, holes, or
dents. Use spackle or

filler to patch any
imperfections. Allow
the filler to dry
according to the

manufacturer's
instructions, then sand
the patched areas
smooth with fine-grit
sandpaper. Wipe away
the dust with a clean
damp cloth.

Step 3:
Tape Off
Adjacent
Walls and
Trim

Using painter's tape,
carefully mask off the
edges of the feature
wall where it meets the



ceiling, adjacent walls,
baseboards, and any
window or door trim.
Press the tape down
firmly to prevent paint
from seeping
underneath. Pay
special attention to
corners and corners
where two walls meet.
Take your time with
this step, as clean lines
are the hallmark of a
well-painted feature
wall.

Step 4.
Prime the
Wall
(Optional
but
Recomm

ended)

Priming is not always
necessary, but it is
highly recommended in
several situations. If
you are painting a light
color over a dark wall,
a stain-blocking primer
will prevent the old
color from bleeding
through. If you are
painting over
unpainted drywall,
primer is essential for
proper adhesion.
Primer also helps the
paint go on more
evenly and often
reduces the number of
coats needed. Apply a
thin, even coat of
primer using a roller
and allow it to dry
completely before
moving on.

Step 5:
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Paint the
First Coat

Now it is time to paint.
Stir your paint
thoroughly with a stir
stick to ensure the
color is evenly mixed.
Start by cutting in
along the edges of the
wall using your angled
sash brush. This means
painting a 2 to 3 inch
border around the
ceiling, corners, trim,
and outlet boxes. Cut
in carefully, using the
brush on its edge to
create a crisp line.
Once the edges are cut
in, use your roller to fill
in the rest of the wall.
Apply the paint in a
"W*" or "M" pattern to
distribute the paint
evenly, then roll over
the area in long,
overlapping vertical
strokes to smooth it
out. Avoid overloading

the roller with paint,
which can cause drips
and uneven coverage.

Step 6:
Apply the
Second
Coat

After the first coat has
dried completely
(check the
manufacturer's

recommended drying
time, usually 2 to 4
hours), apply a second
coat. This coat ensures
full, even coverage and
depth of color. Repeat
the cutting-in and
rolling process exactly
as you did for the first
coat. A second coat is
almost always
necessary for a feature
wall, especially if you
are using a dark or
vibrant color. In some



cases, particularly with
lighter colors over a
similar base, you may
need a third coat for
complete opacity.

Step 7:
Remove
Tape and
Touch Up

It is best to remove
painter's tape while the
paint is still slightly
tacky, typically within
an hour or two of
finishing the final coat.
If you wait until the
paint is completely dry,
the tape may pull off
some of the paint.
Carefully peel the tape
back at a 45-degree
angle. If you find any
small imperfections,
uneven lines, or spots
where the tape bled,
use a small artist's

brush or a fine-tipped
brush to touch up
those areas. Allow the
touch-ups to dry, then
replace your outlet
covers and light switch
plates. Step back and
admire your work.

CREATIVE
TECHNIQUES FOR
YOUR FEATURE
WALL

Once you have
mastered the basics of
how to paint a
feature wall, you
might want to explore
more advanced
techniques that add
texture and visual
interest.

Geometri
C
Patterns

Using painter's tape to
create geometric
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shapes such as
diamonds, triangles, or
chevrons is a popular
way to make a feature
wall feel modern and
custom. You can paint
the entire wall a base
color first, then tape off
your shapes and paint
them in a contrasting
color. The key is
precise measuring and
careful taping to
ensure symmetry and
clean lines.

Stripes

Vertical stripes can
make a ceiling feel
higher, while horizontal
stripes can make a
room feel wider. To
paint stripes, measure
and mark your stripe
widths on the wall,
then use a level to
draw faint pencil lines.
Tape off alternating
stripes and paint them
with your chosen color.
Reverse the process

for the remaining
stripes if you want a
two-color effect.

Ombre
Effect

The ombre technique
involves blending one
color from dark to light
(or from one color to
another) across the
wall. This effect
requires more skill and
patience, as you need
to blend the paint
while it is still wet. You
typically start with the
darkest shade at the
bottom and gradually
lighten the paint by
adding white or a
lighter color as you
work upward. Sponges
or blending brushes
can help achieve a
smooth transition.



Textured
Finishes

For a truly unique look,
consider using textured
paint additives such as
sand, stone, or fiber.
These create a tactile
surface that adds
depth and character to
the wall. Textured
finishes are particularly
effective  in  living
rooms or dining rooms
where you want to
create a warm, inviting
atmosphere. Keep in
mind that textured
walls are more difficult
to paint over later, so
this is a commitment.

COMMON
MISTAKES TO
AVOID

Even experienced
DlIYers can make
mistakes when
painting a feature wall.
Here are some pitfalls

to watch out for:

e Skipping
surface
preparation:
Painting over
dirty or damaged
walls will result
in a poor finish
that may peel or
show
imperfections.

e Using low-
quality tape or
paint: Cheap
materials often
lead to bleeding
lines and uneven
coverage. Invest
in quality
products.

* Not allowing
enough drying
time between
coats: Rushing
the process can
cause the paint
to lift, bubble, or
not adhere

properly.

e Choosing a wall

with too many
interruptions:

10 How To Paint A Feature Wall 2023-03-06



How To Paint A Feature Wall

11

Doors, windows,
and large pieces
of furniture can
reduce the visual
impact of your
feature wall.
Ignoring the
lighting in the
room: Natural
and artificial light
will affect how
the color
appears. Always
test a sample
patch on the wall
and observe it at
different times of
day before
committing.
Overloading
the roller: Too
much paint on
the roller leads
to drips and an
uneven texture.
Load the roller
lightly and roll off
excess on the

11

tray.

CONCLUSION

Learning how to paint
a feature wall is a
valuable skill that
allows you to transform
a room with relatively
little expense and
effort. By taking the
time to choose the
right wall, select a
complementary color,
prepare the surface
properly, and apply the
paint with care, you
can achieve a result
that looks like it was
done by a professional.
Whether you opt for a
bold, saturated shade,
a subtle tone-on-tone
effect, or a creative
pattern like stripes or
geometric shapes, a
painted feature wall
adds personality



