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UNLOCK YOUR
INNER ARTIST: A
COMPLETE GUIDE
TO SPONGEBOB
STEP BY STEP
DRAWING

T h e r e  a r e  f e w
characters in animation
history  as  instantly
r e c o g n i z a b l e  a s
S p o n g e B o b
SquarePants.  With  his
in fec t ious  laugh ,
unwavering  optimism,
and that iconic square-
shaped  head,  he  has
been  a  beloved  fixture
in pop culture for over
two decades.  Whether
y o u  a r e  a  p a r e n t
l o o k i n g  f o r  a  f u n

weekend  activity,  a
teacher  searching  for
an engaging art lesson,
or  simply  a  budding
a r t i s t  wan t i ng  t o
i m p r o v e  y o u r
cartooning  sk i l l s ,
learning  SpongeBob
step by step drawing is
the  perfect  place  to
start.
D r a w i n g  c a r t o o n
characters  is  often
seen  as  a  mystery
r e s e r v e d  f o r  t h e
professionally  trained,
but  the  truth  is  far
simpler.  Cartooning  is
bu i l t  on  b reak ing
complex  figures  down
in to  manageab le
shapes. SpongeBob, in
particular, is a fantastic
subject  for  beginners
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because  his  design  is
based on fundamental
geometry. By following
a structured approach,
you  can  go  f rom  a
blank  page  to  a  fully
realized portrait of the
fry  cook  from  Bikini
Bottom. This guide will
walk you through every
stage,  from  gathering
your supplies to adding
the  final  touches  that
bring  SpongeBob  to
life.

WHY SPONGEBOB
IS PERFECT FOR
BEGINNERS

Before  we  pick  up  a
penc i l ,  i t  i s  worth
understanding  why
SpongeBob  step  by
step drawing is such an
effective  way  to  learn.
Unlike  highly  detailed
anime  characters  or
r e a l i s t i c  h u m a n
portraits,  SpongeBob
re l i e s  on  s imp le ,
exaggerated  features.
His body is a rectangle,

h is  eyes  are  large
circles,  and  his  limbs
are  thin,  noodle-like
lines.  This  simplicity
reduces  the  pressure
to get things "perfect"
and allows you to focus
on the joy of creating.
It  also  teaches  core
drawing principles  like
proportion,  symmetry,
and  layering,  which
you can apply to more
complex subjects later.
Furthermore, everyone
has  an  idea  of  what
SpongeBob should look
like. This shared visual
vocabulary means you
g e t  i m m e d i a t e
feedback on your work.
Did  you  capture  his
goofy  smile?  Are  his
t w o  f r o n t  t e e t h
s h o w i n g ?  T h e s e
checkpoints  help  you
self-correct as you go,
building  a  critical  eye
for  detail  without  the
frustration  of  abstract
concepts.
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ESSENTIAL
MATERIALS FOR
YOUR DRAWING
SESSION

One of the best things
about  cartooning  is
that  you do  not  need
expensive  equipment.
However, starting with
the  right  tools  makes
the  process  smoother
and  more  enjoyable.
For  this  SpongeBob
step  by  step  drawing
tutorial,  gather  the
following  items:

A standard No.
2 pencil: This is
your primary tool
for sketching. It
is soft enough to
create visible
lines but hard
enough to erase
cleanly.
A good eraser:
A kneaded eraser
is ideal because
it lifts graphite
without

smudging, but a
standard pink
eraser works
perfectly fine.
Drawing paper:
Any smooth,
white paper will
do. Avoid
textured paper,
as it can make
erasing difficult.
Fine-tipped
black marker
or pen: This is
for inking your
final lines once
you are happy
with the sketch.
Colored
pencils,
markers, or
crayons:
SpongeBob is
defined by his
bright yellow
color, pink blush,
and brown pants.
Have your
coloring tools
ready.
A ruler
(optional):
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While freehand is
preferred, a ruler
can help
beginners who
struggle with
straight lines for
the square body.

Once  you  have  your
workspace set up, you
are ready to begin your
drawing journey.

MASTERING THE
SPONGEBOB STEP
BY STEP DRAWING
PROCESS

Let us break down the
entire drawing process
into clear, manageable
stages. Remember, the
goal  is  not  speed but
understanding.  Take
your  time  with  each
step,  and  do  not  be
afraid  to  erase  and
redraw.  That  is  how
artists grow.

Step 1:
Laying
the
Foundatio
n with
the
Square
Body
The  very  first  element
of any SpongeBob step
by step drawing is his
signature  shape.  Start
by  drawing  a  large
square  or  s l ight ly
rectangular  shape  in
the  middle  of  your
page.  Do  not  press
hard with your  pencil;
keep  your  lines  light
and  sketchy.  Th is
shape  should  take  up
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about  ha l f  o f  your
paper  ve r t i ca l l y ,
leaving  room  for  his
legs below and his face
above.
Think of this square as
a  box.  Make sure  the
sides  are  relatively
even.  If  you  want  to
add  a  bit  of  dynamic
energy, you can tilt the
box slightly so he looks
like he is  leaning into
the  drawing,  but  a
perfect ly  stra ight
square is the standard,
c lass ic  look .  Th is
s q u a r e  i s  t h e
foundat ion  for  h is
entire body, so getting
the size and placement
right  is  crucial  for  a
balanced composition.

Step 2:
Adding

the Nose
and Eyes
SpongeBob's face is all
about  exaggerated
proportions. Divide the
top half of your square
with a light, horizontal
guideline. This will help
you place the eyes and
nose symmetrically.
Start  with  the  nose.
Draw  a  long ,  ova l
shape  that  extends
downward  from  the
c e n t e r  o f  y o u r
guideline.  It  should
look like a cucumber or
a slightly bent tube. It
hangs  down  between
where the eyes will go,
reaching almost to the
middle  of  the  square.
Do  not  make  i t  too
short; a long nose is a
key  feature  of  the
SpongeBob  step  by
step  drawing  style.
Next,  draw  the  eyes.
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On  either  side  of  the
nose,  draw  two  large
circles. They should be
big, round, and spaced
evenly apart. They will
likely  touch  the  sides
of  the  head  or  come
very close to it. Inside
each  circle,  draw  a
smaller  circle  for  the
iris, and then a tiny dot
for  the  pupi l .  This
creates  that  classic,
wide-eyed,  slightly
bewildered  look  that
defines  SpongeBob's
personality.  Finally,
add  two  small  curved
l ines  for  eyebrows
a b o v e  t h e  e y e s ,
slightly raised to show
h i s  c h e e r f u l
expression.

Step 3:
Defining

the
Mouth,
Teeth,
and
Dimples
Now we  move  to  the
l o w e r  h a l f  o f  t h e
s q u a r e  f a c e .
SpongeBob's  smile  is
huge  and  infectious.
Draw  a  wide,  curved
line  that  starts  from
one cheek and sweeps
all  the  way  across  to
the other. It should dip
down  in  the  middle,
c rea t i ng  a  happy
crescent  shape.  You
can  make  the  smile
curve up so high that it
almost  touches  the
bottom  of  the  eyes.
Inside  the  smile,  you
need to  draw his  two
front  teeth.  Place  two
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small ,  rectangular
boxes  side  by  side  in
the center of the smile
line. These are his buck
teeth,  and they are a
defining feature.  Below
the teeth, add a pink or
dark line for his lower
lip.
On  the  far  left  and
r igh t  s ides  o f  the
mouth, just outside the
main  square,  draw
small,  curved dimples.
SpongeBob  often  has
these little creases on
his cheeks,  which add
to  his  goofy  charm.
Between the eyes and
the  cheeks,  add  two
small  ovals  or  circles
for his blush. These are
pink  in  the  final
version,  but  for  now,
j u s t  s k e t c h  t h e i r
placement.

Step 4:

Sketching
the
Sponge
Pores and
Collar
SpongeBob is, after all,
a  sponge.  This  means
his body is covered in
small,  irregular  holes.
To add texture to your
SpongeBob  step  by
step  drawing,  scatter
small,  curved  shapes
across  the  surface  of
the square. Do not use
perfect  circles;  make
them look organic, like
pebbles  or  potato
chips. A few on the top,
a couple on the sides,
and  one  or  two  near
the waist are sufficient.
Overloading the square
with  holes  can  make
the drawing look busy.
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Directly below the chin
area,  draw  a  white
collar  and  a  red  tie.
The collar is simply two
small triangles pointing
outward from the neck.
T h e  t i e  i s  a  l o n g
triangle shape pointing
down  into  the  body.
This  is  the  c lass ic
"candy striper" uniform
look.  Keep  the  t ie
centered and relatively
thin so it does not take
over the torso.

Step 5:
Drawing
the Lower
Body and
Legs
Now  we  move  below
the  squa re  body .
SpongeBob  wears
brown  square  pants
and black shoes. Start

by  d raw ing  a  th in
waist l ine  belt  just
below  the  bottom  of
the square. Then, draw
two short, stubby legs
coming down from the
belt. SpongeBob's legs
are famously thin and
knobby.  Draw  two
straight  lines for  each
leg, with a small bump
at the knee.
At  the  bottom  of  the
legs,  draw  his  shoes.
T h e s e  a r e  l a r g e ,
clunky,  black  or  dark
brown  shapes.  They
look  l ike  loaves  of
b r e a d  o r  b l o a t e d
rec tang les .  They
should  be  wider  than
the  legs  and  have  a
rounded toe. Adding a
small white line across
the  top  of  the  shoe
gives the illusion of  a
sock line or the shoe's
opening.
Between the legs, you
can  optionally  draw  a
small  tail  of  his  shirt
hanging out, adding to
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the messy, casual vibe
of his character.

Step 6:
Adding
the Arms
SpongeBob's arms are
thin  and  noodle-like,
b u t  t h e y  h a v e  a
distinct  shape.  From
each side of the square
body, draw a line that
curves  out  and  then
bends  up  or  down,
depending on the pose.
For a classic "ready to
go"  pose,  draw  the
arms bent upward with
his  hands  at  chest
level.  The  hands  are
simple:  just  a  small
oval or circle with four
tiny  sticks  for  fingers.
Do  not  worry  about
perfect fingers; cartoon
hands  are  stylized.
Keep the arms thin and
the movements loose.

Step 7:
Inking
Your
Drawing
Once  you  are  satisfied
w i t h  y o u r  p e n c i l
sketch,  it  is  time  to
make  it  permanent.
This is a critical stage
in  any  professional
SpongeBob  step  by
step  drawing.  Using
your  fine-tipped  black
m a r k e r  o r  p e n ,
carefully trace over the
lines you want to keep.
Start  with  the  outer
edges  of  the  square
body, then move to the
eyes, nose, mouth, and
finally the limbs.
Allow  the  ink  to  dry
completely  before
erasing  your  pencil
lines.  This  prevents
smudging  and  keeps
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your  artwork  clean.  If
you  make  a  mistake
while  inking,  do  not
panic. Wait for it to dry
and  use  a  white  gel
pen to cover the error,
or  simply  incorporate
the  mistake  into  a
shadow or line weight
variation.

ADDING COLOR
AND LIFE TO YOUR
ARTWORK

Now  comes  the  most
s a t i s f y i n g  p a r t :
coloring.  SpongeBob's
color palette is vibrant
and  specific.  For  an
authentic look, use the
following colors:

Body: Bright,
sunny yellow. Fill
the entire
square, but avoid
coloring over the
black lines or the
white eyes.
Eyes: White with
light blue irises
and black pupils.

The blue should
be very pale.
Nose and
Mouth: The
nose is light
yellow, the
mouth interior is
dark brown or
purple, and the
tongue is pink.
Teeth: White,
with a light
yellow shadow
on the bottom.
Blush: Bright
pink circles on
the cheeks.
Clothes: The
shirt is white, the
tie is red, and
the pants are
brown (a darker,
earthy brown).
Shoes and
socks: Shoes are
black, and socks
are white with a
blue and red
stripe.
Background:
You can leave it
white, or add a
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simple blue sky
bubble
background for a
Bikini Bottom
feel.

Take  your  time  with
coloring.  Use  light,
circular  motions  with
your colored pencils to
avoid  harsh  lines.  If
using  markers,  layer
light  colors  first  and
add darker shades for
depth.

COMMON
MISTAKES AND
HOW TO FIX THEM

Even  with  a  perfect
guide, beginners often
make  a  few  common
errors. Being aware of
these  wil l  help  you
refine  your  SpongeBob
step  by  step  drawing
technique.

The square is1.
too small or
too big.
Proportion is
everything. If

your square is
too small, you
will struggle to fit
the eyes and
mouth. If it is too
big, the legs will
look like tiny
matchsticks.
Always check the
size of your
square against
the space on
your paper
before
committing.
The eyes are2.
uneven. This is
a classic issue.
Use a ruler or
simply compare
the distance
from each eye to
the edge of the
head. They
should be the
same width apart
and the same
size.
The nose is too3.
short.
SpongeBob's
nose is a
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prominent
feature. If it is
too short, he
looks more like a
regular person
than a cartoon
sponge. Extend it
down toward the
mouth.
Forgetting the4.
sponge pores.
Without the
holes, he just
looks like a

yellow rectangle.
The pores are
what make him a
sponge. Add at
least five to
seven distinct,
curved shapes.
Messy inking. If5.
you rush the
inking step, your
drawing will look
shaky. Use short,
controlled
strokes


