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INTRODUCING THE
PHENOMENON OF
DUO 3 NAOMI
SERGEI

The cultural landscape
is  rich  with  dynamic
partnerships that push
creative  boundaries,
yet  few  manage  to
c a r v e  o u t  a  t r u l y
unique  identity.  One
s u c h  i n t r i g u i n g
collaboration  that  has
recently  captured  the
a t t e n t i o n  o f  a r t
enthusiasts  and music
lovers  a l ike  is  the
enigmat ic  pro ject
k n o w n  a s  D u o  3
N a o m i  S e r g e i .
Combining the distinct
talents of two visionary
artists—Naomi  and
S e r g e i — t h i s

partnership defies easy
c a t e g o r i z a t i o n .
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
discovering  them  for
the  first  time  or
seek ing  a  deeper
understanding  of  their
w o r k ,  t h i s
comprehensive  guide
explores every facet of
t h e  D u o  3  N a o m i
Sergei  phenomenon,
from their  origins  and
creative  process  to
t h e i r  i m p a c t  o n
contemporary  art  and
music.
I n  a n  e r a  w h e r e
col laborations  are
increasingly  common,
t h e  D u o  3  N a o m i
Sergei  partnership
stands out because of
its intentional blending
of  seemingly  opposite
artistic  sensibilities.
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Naomi brings a refined,
lyrical elegance rooted
in classical training and
emotional  storytelling,
while  Sergei  injects
raw,  experimental
energy  drawn  from
a v a n t - g a r d e
electronics  and  digital
media.  Together,  they
form a third entity—the
“ 3 ”  i n  t h e i r
n a m e — w h i c h
r e p r e s e n t s  t h e
synthesis of their styles
into something entirely
new.  This  article  will
dissect  their  journey,
analyze key works, and
explain  why  Duo  3
Naomi  Serge i  i s  a
name  you  wil l  hear
more  often.

THE ORIGINS: HOW
TWO ARTISTS
BECAME ONE DUO

Naomi’s

Backgrou
nd: A
Foundatio
n in
Classical
and Folk
Traditions
Naomi,  the  first  half  of
Duo 3 Naomi Sergei,
began  her  art ist ic
career as a classically
trained  pianist  and
vocalist.  Born  into  a
family  of  musicians,
s h e  s p e n t  h e r
f o r m a t i v e  y e a r s
mastering the works of
Chopin,  Debussy,  and
t r a d i t i o n a l  f o l k
melodies  from  her
native region. Her early
performances  were
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marked by an intimate,
almost  meditat ive
quality,  earning  her  a
r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a
sensitive interpreter of
mood  and  texture.
However,  Naomi  grew
restless  within  the
confines  of  classical
concert  hal ls .  She
yearned to merge her
traditional  skills  with
c o n t e m p o r a r y
soundscapes,  a  desire
that led her to explore
improvisation,  loop
stations,  and  field
recordings. By the time
she  met  Sergei,  she
had  already  begun  to
d e c o n s t r u c t  h e r
classical  foundation,
seeking a partner who
could help her  rebuild
it  in  a  radically  new
form.

Sergei’s

Backgrou
nd: The
Electronic
Alchemist
Sergei emerged from a
completely  different
world.  A  self-taught
producer  and  visual
artist, he cut his teeth
i n  u n d e r g r o u n d
e lec t ron i c  mus i c
s c e n e s ,  c r a f t i n g
glitchy,  beat-driven
soundtracks  for  short
films  and  interactive
installations.  His  work
is  characterized  by  a
fascination with digital
d i s to r t i on ,  found
sounds, and generative
algorithms.  Sergei’s
approach  is  analytical
and  often  chaotic:  he
t rea ts  sound  as  a
malleable  substance
that can be stretched,
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s l i c e d ,  a n d
reassembled.  Before
joining  forces  with
Naomi, he had already
col laborated  wi th
dancers,  coders,  and
theatre  directors,  but
h e  f o u n d  m o s t
partnerships  lacked  a
certain human warmth.
In  Naomi’s  melodic
sensibility,  he  saw  a
way  to  ground  h is
digital  experiments  in
emotion.  The  meeting
of  these  two  artists
was  not  accidental—it
was  arranged  by  a
mutual  curator  who
sensed  that  the i r
c o m p l e m e n t a r y
strengths could create
a  third,  unified  voice.
Thus,  Duo  3  Naomi
Sergei was born.

DEFINING THE
“DUO 3” CONCEPT:
MORE THAN THE
SUM OF PARTS

T h e  “ 3 ”  i n  D u o  3
Naomi Sergei is not a

g i m m i c k ;  i t  i s  a
p h i l o s o p h i c a l
statement. Both artists
i n s i s t  t h a t  t h e i r
collaborative  work
exists  as  a  separate
entity—a third creative
consciousness  that
emerges  only  when
they perform together.
This  idea  influences
every  aspect  of  their
p r a c t i c e ,  f r o m
composition  to  stage
d e s i g n .  W h e r e
traditional  duos  often
trade solos or alternate
spotlight,  Naomi  and
Sergei  str ive  for  a
complete  fusion.  In
their  sessions,  they
begin  with  an  empty
s p a c e :  n o
p r e d e t e r m i n e d
s t r u c t u r e ,  n o
prescr ibed  ro les .
Naomi might start with
a  s imp le  hum  or  a
piano  phrase;  Sergei
r e s p o n d s  w i t h  a
granular  synth texture
or  a  chopped  vocal
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sample.  They  react  in
real time, allowing the
“third”  voice  to  guide
them.  The  result  is  a
constantly  evolving
soundscape  that  feels
a l i v e  a n d
improvisational,  even
in  recorded  form.
This  philosophy  also
extends to their visual
identity.  Their  album
covers and live visuals
often feature abstract,
dual-toned images that
merge  into  a  th ird
color.  For  instance,
their debut EP “Cyan &
Magenta” uses a cover
where  blue  and  red
shapes  over lap  to
c r e a t e  a  p u r p l e
gradient,  symbolizing
the  alchemy  of  their
p a r t n e r s h i p .  I n
performances,  they
employ  two  screens
beh ind  them:  one
showing  Naomi’s  live
camera  feed  (altered
by  Sergei’s  software)
and  another  showing

Sergei’s  generative
visuals,  with  a  third
projection  blending
both. This multisensory
a p p r o a c h  m a k e s
aud iences  fee l  as
t h o u g h  t h e y  a r e
witnessing the birth of
something new in real
time—a  manifestation
of  the  “3.”

MUSICAL STYLE
AND KEY WORKS:
THE SOUND OF
DUO 3 NAOMI
SERGEI

Genre-
Defying
Fusion
It  would  be  reductive
to label Duo 3 Naomi
Sergei  a s  s imp ly
“electronic classical” or
“experimental  pop.”
Their  sound  borrows
from ambient,  modern
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classical,  IDM,  and
even  post-rock,  but  it
transcends  any  single
genre.  Core  elements
i n c l u d e  N a o m i ’ s
layered  vocals  (often
wordless, or sung in a
constructed language),
processed  piano,  and
Sergei’s  intricate  beat
programming  and  field
reco rd ings .  They
frequently  incorporate
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
sounds—traffic,  rain,
birdsong—to  ground
their  ethereal  textures
in reality. This blend of
the  organic  and  the
synthetic  creates  a
hypnotic,  cinematic
quality that has drawn
comparisons  to  artists
like Ólafur Arnalds, Nils
Frahm, and FKA twigs,
though the duo insists
their  only  influence  is
the  co l laborat ive
process  itself.

Notable
Releases

“Cyan &
Magenta” (EP,
2021): Their
debut work,
which introduced
the world to the
Duo 3 Naomi
Sergei concept.
Tracks like “Pulse
of the Third” and
“Echoes in Glass”
showcase their
early style:
spacious,
melancholic, yet
punctuated by
glitchy
percussion. This
EP earned them
a spot on several
“Best of 2021”
lists for
experimental
music.
“Architectures
of Silence”
(Album, 2023):
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A full-length
exploration of
absence and
presence. The
album was
recorded in a
decommissioned
church, utilizing
the natural
reverb of the
space. Sergei
manipulated
recordings of
Naomi’s
footsteps on the
stone floor,
turning them into
rhythm tracks.
The album’s
centerpiece,
“Canticle for the
Undone,” is a 12-
minute piece
that builds from
a single
whispered note
into a massive
orchestral swell,
created entirely
from layered
samples.
“Live at the

Bunker”
(2024): A
performance
recording that
captures the
duo’s
improvisational
magic in a
subterranean
venue. This
release is
notable for its
raw energy and
the palpable
sense of two
artists listening
intently to each
other, and to the
emergent third
voice. Critics
praised it as the
definitive Duo 3
Naomi Sergei
experience.

THE CREATIVE
PROCESS: A
DIALOGUE
WITHOUT WORDS

Understanding  how
Naomi and Sergei work
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together  offers  insight
into  why  their  music
feels  so  unique.  They
avo id  t rad i t i ona l
songwriting  methods.
Instead, they engage in
a  practice  they  call
“sonic  conversations.”
A  typ i ca l  sess ion
beg ins  w i th  them
sitting  in  silence  for
seve ra l  m inu tes ,
attuning  to  the  room.
Then,  one  of  them
i n i t i a t e s  a
sound—often  a  very
s imple  one,  l ike  a
single  piano  key  held
for  a  long  time,  or  a
q u i e t  h i s s  f r o m  a
synthesizer.  The other
responds,  and  the
conversation  unfolds.
They  record  every
session,  later  editing
the  resulting  material
into  compositions.
Sergei  explains,  “We
don’t  decide what the
piece  wil l  be  about
before  we  start.  The
‘about’  emerges  from

the  process.”  Naomi
adds, “The third voice
always  surprises  us.
Sometimes  it’s  joyful,
s o m e t i m e s  i t ’ s
mournfu l .  We  just
fol low  it.”
This  method  requires
extraordinary trust and
vulnerability.  They
have  deve loped  a
private  vocabulary  of
ges tu res  and  eye
signals  to  indicate
when to shift dynamics
o r  i n t r oduce  new
material. On stage, this
t r a n s l a t e s  i n t o
m e s m e r i z i n g
performances  where
the  audience  can  see
the  two  artists  locked
in  a  constant,  silent
e x c h a n g e .  T h e i r
c h e m i s t r y  i s  s o
intuitive that they have
been known to change
the entire direction of a
piece mid-performance
based on a single nod.
Th i s  spon tane i t y
makes every live show
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b y  D u o  3  N a o m i
Sergei a unique event.

IMPACT AND
RECEPTION: WHY
CRITICS AND
AUDIENCES ARE
LISTENING

Since their debut, Duo
3  Naomi  Sergei  has
garnered  a  devoted
following  that  spans
fans  o f  c lass i ca l ,
electronic,  and  avant-
garde  music.  Media
outlets  have  praised
their  ability  to  create
“a  soundscape  so
immersive  i t  feels
architectural”  (The
Wire)  and  noted  that
their  work “challenges
the listener to let go of
expectat ions  and
simply  experience”
(P i tchfork) .  The i r
concerts often sell out
small  to  mid-sized
venues, and they have
b e e n  i n v i t e d  t o
pe r fo rm  a t  ma jo r
festivals  like  Mutek,

Berlin  Atonal,  and  Le
Guess Who?.
Beyond the music, the
duo’s  philosophy  has
r e s o n a t e d  w i t h  a
generation  of  artists
who  feel  constrained
by  genre  labels.  They
h a v e  b e c o m e
a d v o c a t e s  f o r
collaborative creativity,
hosting  workshops
where they teach other
musicians  how  to  find
their own “third voice.”
The concept of Duo 3
Naomi  Sergei  has
e v e n  i n s p i r e d
academic  papers  in
musicology,  examining
how digital and analog
practices can merge in
a  post-genre  world.
Their  influence  is
visible  in  the  work  of
emerging  duos  who
now explicitly aim for a
similar synthesis.

ACHIEVING THE
BALANCE:
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CHALLENGES AND
EVOLUTION

No  par tnersh ip  i s
without challenges. For
Naomi and Sergei, the
greatest  difficulty  lies
in  maintaining  the
purity  of  the  “third
vo i ce”  wh i l e  a l so
meeting  the  demands
o f  t o u r i n g  a n d
commercial  pressures.
E a r l y  i n  t h e i r
collaboration,  they
s t r u g g l e d  w i t h
ego—Naomi’s  desire
for  melodic  clarity
sometimes  clashed
w i t h  S e r g e i ’ s
incl ination  toward
chaos. They have since
developed a  rule:  any
creative  disagreement
must  be  sett led  by
asking,  “Does  this
serve the third entity?”
I f  t h e  a n s w e r  i s
a m b i g u o u s ,  t h e y
discard  the  idea.  This
discipline  has  kept
their  work  centered

and prevented stylistic
drift.
The duo also faces the
challenge of evolution.
They are acutely aware
that  Duo  3  Naomi
Sergei  cannot  simply
repeat  itself.  Their
upcoming  project,
tentat ive ly  t i t led
“Frequencies  of  the
Foothills,”  involves
collaborating  with  a
field  recordist  in  a
remote  mounta in
region.  They  plan  to
incorporate  natural
textures  l ike  wind
through  pine  needles
and  the  c runch  o f
snow,  transforming
them into a new sonic
vocabu la ry .  Th i s
evolution  keeps  their
sound  fresh  and  their
partnership  dynamic,
proving that the “3” is
not static—it grows and
changes  with  every
new  piece.
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HOW TO
EXPERIENCE DUO 3

NAOMI SERGEI

For  newcomers  eager
to dive into their world,
the best entry point is
t h e  a l b u m
“Architectures  of
Si lence”  (2023) .
Listen to it in a quiet,
darkened  room  with
good  headphones  to
fully  appreciate  the
spatial  details.  For
those who prefer a live
exper ience,  the i r
performance videos on
platforms like YouTube
and  NTS  Radio  offer
high-quality  recordings
that capture the visual
dimension  of  their
work.  Fol low  their
official  website  and
social  media  channels
f o r  t o u r
announcements,  as
their concerts are often
intimate  and  sell  out
quickly.  Additionally,
patrons  on  Bandcamp

c a n  a c c e s s  r a r e
i m p r o v i s a t i o n a l
sessions  and  behind-
t h e - s c e n e s
documentation  that
i l l umina tes  the i r
creative  process.

CONCLUSION: THE
LASTING
RESONANCE OF
DUO 3 NAOMI
SERGEI

Duo 3 Naomi Sergei
is more than a musical
p r o j e c t ;  i t  i s  a
testament to what can
happen  when  two
ar t i s t s  sur render
individual  control  to  a
shared creative vision.
By  prior it iz ing  the
emergent “third” voice,
they have produced a
body of work that feels
both  deeply  personal
a n d  u n i v e r s a l l y
poignant.  Their  music
invites  listeners  to  let
go  of  preconceived
categories  and  simply
listen—to  the  sounds,
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to  the silence,  and to
the space in between.
As  they  continue  to
evolve  and  explore
new  sonic  territories,
one  thing  remains
certain:  the  world  of
experimental  art  is
richer for the presence
of Duo 3 Naomi Sergei.
Whether  you  are  a
seasoned  avant-garde
enthusiast or a curious
n e w c o m e r ,  t h e i r
journey  offers  a
compelling  reminder
that the most profound
col laborations  are
those  that  c reate
something  entirely
new.

I n  a  f r a g m e n t e d
cu l tura l  moment ,
Naomi and Sergei have
built a bridge between
t r a d i t i o n  a n d
innovation,  between
the  analog  and  the
digital, between control
and chaos. Their work
stands as an invitation
for  all  of  us  to  find our
o w n  “ t h i r d ”  i n
collaborations  with
others—and  with  the
unknown. The story of
Duo 3 Naomi Sergei
is  still  being  written,
a n d  i t s  c h a p t e r s
p r o m i s e  t o  b e  a s
s u r p r i s i n g  a n d
beautiful as the first.


