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Few pieces of music
have crossed the
boundaries of genre,
era, and skill level
quite like Scott Joplin's
"The Entertainer."
Whether you are a
seasoned pianist, a
dedicated hobbyist, or
a beginner looking for
a rewarding challenge,
The Entertainer
sheet music piano
remains one of the
most sought-after
scores in the

repertoire. Its
infectious syncopation,
cheerful melody, and
historical significance
make it a staple in
piano studios, living
rooms, and concert
halls around the world.
But what is it about
this ragtime classic
that continues to
captivate musicians
and audiences more
than a century after it
was first published?
This article takes a
deep dive into the
world of "The
Entertainer," exploring
its history, its various
arrangements, and
how you can find and
master the perfect
version of this iconic


https://www.everybodystreet.com/

piece.

THE HISTORY OF
THE ENTERTAINER:
A RAGTIME
REVOLUTION

To truly appreciate
The Entertainer
sheet music piano
editions available
today, it helps to
understand where the
piece came from. Scott
Joplin, often called the
"King of Ragtime,"
composed "The
Entertainer" in 1902. It
was published as a
piano rag, a genre
characterized by its
"ragged" or
syncopated rhythm,
where the left hand
maintains a steady
march-like beat while

American musical

traditions.

"The Entertainer" was
originally a commercial
success for Joplin, but
it was not his most
famous work during his
lifetime. That honor
belonged to his "Maple
Leaf Rag." However,
"The Entertainer"
experienced a massive
revival in the 1970s
when it was used as
the theme music for
the Academy Award-
winning film The Sting.
The movie, set in the
1930s, used Joplin's
ragtime scores to
evoke the era, and
"The Entertainer"
became a worldwide
sensation all over
again. This resurgence

the right hand plays led to a renewed
lively, off-beat interest in ragtime
melodies. Ragtime was Piano and,
the popular music of its ~ consequently, a flood
day, blending of new The
European classical Entertainer sheet
structures with African music piano
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arrangements, from
simplified versions for
beginners to virtuosic
transcriptions for
advanced players.

WHY THE
ENTERTAINER
REMAINS A PIANO
FAVORITE

Several factors
contribute to the
enduring popularity of
The Entertainer
sheet music piano
among pianists of all
ages. First, the melody
is incredibly catchy and
instantly recognizable.
Even non-musicians
can hum the opening
bars. This familiarity
makes it a rewarding
piece to learn and
perform. Second, the
piece is structurally
satisfying: it follows a
standard ragtime form
(AABBACCDD) that is
both logical and
musically interesting.
Third, it offers a perfect

entry point into
syncopation. For
budding pianists,

mastering the interplay
between the left-hand
stride and the right-
hand melody is a
fundamental step
toward playing jazz,
blues, and other
rhythmic styles.

Additionally, the piece
is versatile. It can be
played at a relaxed,
swinging tempo or at a
brisk, almost playful
pace. It works equally
well on an acoustic
grand piano as it does
on a digital keyboard.
This flexibility means
that a single copy of
The Entertainer
sheet music piano
can suit a wide range
of interpretations,
allowing each pianist to

bring their own
personality to the
performance.
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One of the biggest
challenges pianists
face when searching
for The Entertainer
sheet music piano is
choosing the right
arrangement. Because
the piece is so popular,
it has been transcribed
and arranged in
countless ways. Not all
versions are created
equal, and selecting
the wrong difficulty
level can lead to
frustration or boredom.
Below, we break down
the most common
types of arrangements
available.

Beginner

Arrangem
ents

For younger players or
those who are new to
the piano, simplified
arrangements of The
Entertainer sheet
music piano are
plentiful. These
versions typically
reduce the left-hand
part to simple root-

position chords,
eliminate some of the
more intricate

syncopations, and may
even transpose the
piece into a simpler
key (such as C major
instead of the original
C major with its typical
ragtime

chromaticisms). These
arrangements  still
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capture the essential
melody and spirit of
the piece but are far
more accessible. They
are excellent for

building confidence
and for use in early
recitals. Look for

editions labeled "easy
piano," "beginner," or
"simplified." Many
educational publishers,
such as Alfred Music or
Hal Leonard, offer
these versions.

Intermedi
ate
Arrangem
ents

The intermediate level
is where most pianists

find a balanced
challenge. These
versions of The

Entertainer sheet
music piano are

closer to Joplin's
original but may still
have some sections
simplified for
playability. The left
hand uses a stride
pattern, the right hand
includes full
syncopation, and the
tempo marking is often
around 100-120 bpm.
This is the level most
commonly taught in
piano lessons. It
provides an authentic
ragtime feel without
demanding the
advanced technique
required for the
original version. Many
intermediate

arrangements also
include suggested
fingering and pedal

markings, which are
helpful for students
learning proper
ragtime style.



Advanced
and

syncopation in both
hands, and subtle
dynamic markings.
Performing the original
version requires strong

independence,
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deep understanding of
phrasing.
Many jazz and classical

Arra N q%m appreciate the

ents

For serious pianists
and those preparing for
competitive

performances, nothing
beats the original
published edition of
The Entertainer
sheet music piano.
Joplin's original score,
available from public
domain sources like
IMSLP or through
reputable scholarly
editions, is the most
authentic. It includes
all the technical
demands: wide left-
hand leaps, intricate

llenge of playing it
exactly as Joplin wrote
it, noting that his
instructions for tempo
("Not fast") are often
misinterpreted. The
original is meant to be
played with a relaxed,
dignified swing, not
rushed.

Digital
and
Interactiv
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e
Versions

In the modern era, you
can also find
interactive PDFs and
even apps that offer
The Entertainer
sheet music piano
with playback features.
Some digital sheet
music services allow
you to slow down the
tempo, loop difficult
sections, and switch
between different
instrument sounds.
This is a fantastic tool
for self-taught pianists
or those who want to
practice with an
accompaniment.

However, for the most

authentic learning
experience, many
teachers still

recommend using a
printed, professionally
edited score that
includes historical

notes and performance
suggestions.

TIPS FOR PLAYING
THE ENTERTAINER
ON PIANO

Once you have your
chosen copy of The
Entertainer sheet
music piano, it is time
to practice. Here are
some practical tips to
help you master the
piece:

e Master the left
hand first. The
foundation of any
ragtime piece is
the steady,
rhythmic left
hand. Practice
the stride pattern
(alternating
between a low
bass note and a
mid-range chord)
slowly and
evenly. Use a
metronome. The
left hand must
be rock-solid



before you add
the right hand.
Work on
syncopation
slowly. The right
hand of "The
Entertainer" is
full of tied notes
and off-beat
accents. Clap the
rhythm before
you play it.
Isolate tricky
measures and
repeat them until
the syncopation
feels natural.
Observe
dynamics. Many
beginners play
ragtime at a
single volume.
Joplin's score
includes
crescendos,
diminuendos,
and accent
marks. Bringing
out these
dynamics will
transform your
performance

from mechanical
to musical.

¢ Use the sustain

pedal
sparingly.
Ragtime is a
percussive style.
Over-pedaling
can blur the crisp
syncopation. Use
short, half-pedal
touches or no
pedal at all for
the most
authentic sound.
Listen to
recordings.
Studying
performances by
artists like Joshua
Rifkin, Dick
Hyman, or even
modern pianists
can give you
insight into
phrasing, tempo,
and
interpretation.
Hearing different
versions of The
Entertainer
sheet music
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piano helps you
develop your
own style.

INTERPRETATION
AND STYLE:
BEYOND THE
NOTES

One of the joys of
playing The
Entertainer sheet
music piano is the
freedom to interpret it.
Ragtime was originally
a dance music, so it
should have a lift and a
swing. However, Joplin
was insistent that his
rags should not be
played too fast. He
famously wrote on his
scores: "Notice! Don't
play this piece fast. It
is never right to play
‘ragtime' fast." This
advice is often ignored,
but the piece sounds
far more elegant and
nuanced at a moderate
tempo. Think of it as a
conversation: the left

hand provides the
steady rhythm of
speech, while the right
hand adds the playful

inflection and
surprises.
Also consider the

mood. The title "The
Entertainer" suggests a
performer who is
charming, slightly
comedic, and skilled.
Your playing should
reflect that character.
Lean into the accents,
enjoy the melodic
leaps, and let the

music smile. Many
professional pianists
use rubato (subtle

tempo fluctuations)
sparingly in the B
sections to add
emotional depth.
Experiment with your
own phrasing, but
always ensure the
underlying beat
remains clear.

LEARNING
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If you are ready to
start learning, here are
some recommended
resources for obtaining
The Entertainer
sheet music piano:

e IMSLP
(International
Music Score
Library
Project): A free
public domain
source for the
original 1902
edition. Perfect
for advanced
players who want
the authentic
score.

¢ Musicnotes.co
m and Sheet

often provide
digital downloads
and transposition
tools.

Alfred’s Basic
Piano Library:
For younger
students, Alfred’s
graded series
includes a
simplified "The
Entertainer."

e YouTube

tutorials: Many
piano teachers
have uploaded
step-by-step
lessons for
different
difficulty levels of
the piece. Videos
can be a great
supplement to
the sheet music.
Local music

Music Plus:
stores: Don't
These
o overlook your
commercial sites
. local shop. They
offer a wide
. often carry
variety of .
anthologies of
arrangements,
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ragtime piano
music that
include "The
Entertainer"”
along with other
Joplin classics.

CONCLUSION

Whether you are drawn
to its joyful melody, its
historical importance,

or its technical
challenge, The
Entertainer sheet

music piano remains
one of the most
rewarding pieces a
pianist can learn. From
the earliest beginner

11

arrangement to the
intricate original score,
there is a version for
every level. By
understanding the
history, choosing the
right arrangement,
practicing
methodically, and
adding your own
musical personality,
you can bring this
timeless rag to life. So,
find the sheet music
that fits you, sit down
at the piano, and let
the syncopation flow.
The entertainer is
waiting to be played.



